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A guest at the table 
 For, after all, put it as we may to ourselves, 
we are all of us from birth to death guests at a 
table which we did not spread. The sun, the 
earth, love, friends, our very breath are parts 
of the banquet. Shall we think of the day as a 
chance to come nearer to our Host, and to find 
out something of him who has fed us so long?  

—Rebecca Harding Davis 

✦ Thanks for our church, our church family, 
Pastor Tim and his family, and the many 
volunteers whose hearts and hands create 
a vibrant worship environment. 

✦ Thanks for our bounty from which we may 
give food for the Thanksgiving mealsite, 
give food for Family Sharing to share with 
our neighbors, give gifts for children 
through the Giving Tree, and give winter 
clothing to those in need. 

✦ Thanks for our children as they learn 
stories from the Bible, as they prepare to 
enact the Christmas story, as they sing 
during worship, and as they walk a faith 
journey to confirmation. 

✦ Thanks for our family and friends … and the 
friends we have yet to meet. 

✦ Thanks for our country, for its diversity of 
people, and and for its potpourri  of 
landscapes. 

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Tim’s Message
 Thanksgiving Day! Some people call it turkey day, and that’s no surprise. Sixty-five 
million turkeys are eaten every November, however this day is about more than just turkey, 
football, and shopping. This day in November has been a popular day throughout our history. 
Of course, we all know the story that after a severe drought in 1623 that wiped out most of the 
crops of the pilgrim settlers from England they were helped by the local Native American 
Patuxet tribe. In return, the English pilgrims and Native Americans celebrated a time of 
Thanksgiving by sharing a meal together from their harvest. In 1789, President Washington 
declared a national day of Thanksgiving as a way to bring unity to the newly formed United 
States of America after the end of the Revolutionary War. However, it wasn’t until 1863, during 
the height of the Civil War, that President Lincoln in an attempt to rally the country and boost 
morale announced that there would be an official federal holiday known as Thanksgiving Day 
observed on the last Thursday of November. And then in 1938, Franklin D Roosevelt during 
the lowest point of the Great Depression moved the holiday back a week to lengthen the time 
for Christmas shopping, boost the economy, and through his fireside chats lift people’s spirits 
by urging the country to spend this day re-focusing on family and faith. It would not be until 
1941, during World War II, that Congress would declare that the fourth Thursday would be the 
official day for Thanksgiving.  
 It is so interesting to me how this day, throughout history, has been lifted up to get people 
to pause, look beyond the temporary struggles of their time and give thanks for those eternal 
things in life that hold us steady – community, family, faith and most of all hope.  
 My prayer is for us to come on this day and do the same as we slow down, look beyond, 
and reflect on what we declare together every Sunday when we sing, “Praise God from whom 
all blessings flow.” However I would urge us to not let this be the only day we stop and give 
thanks. I hope every day we will make time to give thanks for the simple and the majestic 
things that ground us like the beauty of seeing the sun rise on another day, the laughter of a 
child, or the many other blessings that surround us.  
 I know that many of us, myself included, sometimes find it difficult to stop and look 
around at the positives in our lives because we are so busy running from work, to errands, to 
meetings, and whatever else fills up the time in our day. Some of us find it difficult to 
recognize any blessings because life has gotten tough and is such a struggle. I hope we can 
learn the lesson of this day to pause, look beyond the temporary and give thanks no matter our 
circumstances.  
 I pray that in our spirit of thanksgiving we realize how God is working in our lives, in 
small ways that we may not even notice and in sometimes very dramatic ways. May we be 
continually thankful to God as we express our thanksgiving through our prayers and our 
service to others. As we approach this season, let us remember to give thanks long after 
Thanksgiving has ended. May we remember the words of the apostle Paul: Rejoice always, 
pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this is the will of God in Christ concerning you.  

In God’s love, 
Pastor Tim

Celebration Luncheon 
Sunday, November 20 

after worship 
in Fellowship Hall 

On behalf of your Finance team, you are 
invited to a catered luncheon after our 

Commitment Sunday worship service as 
our way of saying “Thank You!” for all 

the ways you give to our church.

MUMC Church Conference 
Wednesday, November 30 – 6:00 PM 

A light supper will be served  
starting at 6:00 PM 

 Please mark your calendars and plan on attending our church 
conference on November 30th as we gather together as a community to do 
the business of the church. This is an important time for us to talk about 
our ministry and make decisions that will move the church forward. Pastor 
Tim hopes you will take the time to come and be a part of shaping our 
mission and ministry as a church community. 



!3

Thanksgiving at the Mealsite
Thursday, November 24 

How can you help? 
1) Provide food for the dinner 

• Turkey — cooked, sliced packed 
in zip lock bags. Fresh or frozen 

• Ham — cooked , sliced packed 
in zip lock bags. Fresh or frozen 

• Stuffing mix 
• Desserts — cupcakes, cookies, 

brownies, bars. No pies, please. 
• All food should be at church by 9:00 AM Thanksgiving 

morning. To drop off food before Thanksgiving, contact 
Ireene Sullivan at 262-242-3832 or isullivan@wi.rr.com. 

2) Help prepare and deliver the dinner to the meal site  
    Thanksgiving morning. 

Sign up sheets are on  
the Outreach bulletin board  

just inside the MUMC front door. 

Reflections reads a good mystery  
with a late page twist!  
 The Reflections Book Group will meet Thursday, 
November 10 at 7:00 PM in the Parlor.  Our discussion book 
for November is The Wife, the Maid and the Mistress, by Ariel 
Lawhon.  Here’s a brief description from amazon.com … 
  

A tantalizing reimagining of a scandalous mystery that 
rocked the nation in 1930--Justice Joseph Crater's 
infamous disappearance--as seen through the eyes of the 
three women who knew him best. They say behind every 
great man, there's a woman. In this case, there are 
three. . . . On a sultry summer night, as rumors circulate 
about the judge's involvement in wide-scale political 
corruption, the Honorable Joseph Crater steps into a cab 
and disappears without a trace. Or does he? After 39 
years of necessary duplicity, Stella Crater is finally ready 
to reveal what she knows. … With a layered intensity 
and prose as effervescent as the bubbly that flows every 
night, The Wife, the Maid, and the Mistress is a wickedly 
entertaining historical mystery that will transport readers 
to a bygone era with tipsy spins through subterranean 
jazz clubs and backstage dressing rooms. But beneath 
the Art Deco skyline and amid the intoxicating smell of 
smoke and whiskey, the question of why Judge Crater 
disappeared lingers seductively until a twist in the very 
last pages. 

  
 Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly 
for discussion and fellowship.  New women are always 
welcome.  Contact Barb Henneck at bhenneck@wi.rr.com or 
262-238-0707 for more information. 

Thanksgiving food collection  
for Ozaukee County residents 
 The Outreach committee has been distributing empty 
grocery bags for our annual Thanksgiving food collection for 
Family Sharing of Ozaukee County. Attached to each bag is a 
list of items that are 
especially needed by 
Family Sharing, however, 
any donation is welcome.  
 The filled bags 
should be returned to 
church by Sunday, 
November 13. Or you 
may return your filled 
bag anytime during the week prior to that date. Family Sharing 
will be picking up the donated food Monday, November 14. 
 Thank you for helping to serve the needs of low-income, 
elderly, and disabled residents of Ozaukee County. 
 Any questions contact Betty Draughon. 

TWO Adult Spiritual Formation 
Opportunities 

Lunch Bunch   
Bible Study – 11:00 AM 
Lunch – 12:00 noon 
 The Lunch Bunch has started a new study, “Explaining 
Jesus’ Parables.” Each week members of the group suggest the 
parables of Jesus that they want to have a closer look at and ask 
questions to get a deeper meaning of what Jesus meant by these 
short stories with a moral point. 
Please come and join us for this 
interesting study and join in the 
lively discussions. After our study 
we join in a simple lunch with 
some delicious homemade soup 
as well as some great fellowship. 
 Come as you are able – you 
are welcome anytime, every time! 

Prayer Breakfasts: 
Women's Prayer Breakfast — 	  
 Wednesday, December 7 

Men's Prayer Breakfast —  
 Thursday, December 1 

 All ages are invited to gather at 7:00 AM for a simple 
breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We conclude our time 
together with open Communion.  Our breakfast lasts only 
an hour, so it is the perfect way to start your day and begin the 
month.

“The Spire” — deadline for December issue.  
Articles will be due Friday, November 18.DEADLINE CHANGED

mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
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Christmas activities are beginning …….

MUMC Christmas Giving Tree 
 Would you like to share the joy of Christmas with a needy 
family? The Volunteer Center of Ozaukee County will, once 
again, gather the names, ages and wishes for our Giving Tree 
Collection. Here's how you can participate! 

Sunday, November 27th -  
 The Giving Tree will go up in the Narthex decorated with 
gift "wish" tags for 30 children and their parents. Additional 
envelopes will be provided for collection of 
monetary donations, to subsidize any 
possible left over tags or additional 
holiday needs at the Volunteer Center. 

• The children's tags will include a 
suggested wish list.  As a 
general guideline, we would 
suggest two to three gifts totaling 
$50 per child. Feel free to meet 
or exceed this minimum at your 
discretion.   

• Feel free to co-sponsor a tag/
child with another donor. 

• Parent tags will include 
suggested merchant gift cards 
ideas along with smaller 
miscellaneous wishes. 

• Write your name and phone number next to the tag 
number on the sheet provided.  

• Place gift cards and monetary donations in an envelope 
provided. 

• Checks should be made payable to MUMC with "Giving 
Tree" notation. 

➡ Wrapping paper, gift bags, tape, etc. will be collected 
and distributed to the families as well. Look for a 
collection box for these items.  

Sunday, December 11th -  
• All unwrapped gifts need to be returned to MUMC 

Narthex.   
• Firmly attach the tag/number to the bag or item(s).   
• Mark the sheet confirming you delivered your gift(s), 

making our accounting easier. 

 The Volunteer Center is always looking for volunteers! 
Feel free to contact Brenda @ 262-377-1616 to help with this 
project or others. 
 Please call Karen Stern with any questions or concerns 
about the MUMC Giving Tree project — 262-242-7811. 

Thank You and Merry Christmas!! 

Saturday, December 3 — 
Everyone come to help! 

✦ Children’s Christmas Program Dress 
Rehearsal: 8:30 - 11:00 AM 

✦ Breakfast at 8:30 AM 
✦ Hanging of the Greens: 9:00 AM 

 On Saturday morning, December 3, we will hold our final 
rehearsal for the Children’s Christmas Program, and put all 
the pieces of our Christmas program together. The morning 
will start with breakfast for all, followed by decorating the 
church for Christmas—the Hanging of the Greens—and then 
our rehearsal. Parents are encouraged to come for the entire 
morning as both helpers and participants. That makes the 
dress rehearsal extremely important! Please be sure to practice 
the readings at home so that your child is ready for our 
presentation in worship on Sunday, December 4. 

Hanging of the Greens 
December 3 

9:00 AM (breakfast at 8:30 AM) 
Come one and all!!! 
Decorate our church  

for Christmas 

The Inn Crowd — Sunday, December 4 
 On Sunday morning, December 4, the children, assisted 
by the Youth Choir, will present their annual Christmas 
program in worship. The inn 
is full of grumpy travelers, 
and there is no room for a 
young family about to have a 
baby. The "In-Crowd" wants 
penthouse accommodations 
and the privileges that 
accompany wealth. What 
will Mary and Joseph do? 
Children from Preschool 
through Middle School are 
invited to join us in 
presenting this timeless story 
in worship on Sunday, 
December 4.

What is stewardship? 
Stewardship is not just raising funds;  
It’s raising Christians.  
Stewardship is not a matter of budgets;  
It’s a matter of faith.



!5

Confirmation Class  
 Our 2016-2017 confirmation class is underway. We 
gather on Sunday evenings at 6:00 PM right after our all-
church supper. Pastor Tim is excited about this class and 
being with these youth on their journey of 
faith. The youth in this year’s 
confirmation class are:   

Devin Curran 
Kaitlyn Sisney 
Maddie Laferriere 

 Pastor Tim invites you all to pray for 
our youth as we gather together and move 
forward in this time of confirmation.  

Family Promise — updates 
(from Ross and Jean Paulus,  
MUMC Volunteer Coordinators) 
 We have another Family Promise graduate, Stephanie. 
She is now living with her son George’s father’s parents.   
She and fiancé Zak are to be married soon, and she will 
continue to work at her part-time caregiver job. 
 As of the end of October, we have 1 family of 3 and 1 
single female in the program. 
 Our next Host week is December 11-18.  We will begin 
contacting volunteers after Thanksgiving. If you would like 
to volunteer for any task, but have not yet had the 
opportunity, please contact Ross or Jean. 
  

Our Host Week dates for 2017 are: 
• February 12-19 
• April 30 – May 7 
• August 27 – September 3 
• November 12-19 

Network update:    
The Day Center has had a couple of contacts that may enter 
the program in the future. 

Winter Clothing Collection  
for Repairers of the Breach 
 It's time to go through the closets again, and find the 
winter clothing that you no longer wear. Bring your sweaters, 
coats, long johns, pants, shoes 
and socks to church and put 
them in the collection boxes in 
the Narthex starting Sunday, 
December 12. All our donations 
will be collected and delivered 
to Repairers of the Breach 
before the January 2017 deep 
freeze. Adult clothing for men 
and women, as well as blankets 
and sleeping bags, are 
especially needed for those who 
are homeless.  
 To find out more about suggested donations and sizes go 
to the Repairers of the Breach website. http://
www.repairers.org/-fall--winter-needs.html 

Show Us Your Smile!  
 MUMC needs a new Photo 
Directory. It has been several years 
since we published our last one and we 
want to include all of our new 
worshipers. The great news is that 
Shepard’s Staff, our church database 
software, has the capability for us to 
upload pictures and create a directory, 
so we do not have to use a costly 
photography vendor. We will be taking 
digital pictures after worship on several dates this fall. You 
are also able to submit your own family photo. You can either 
email an electronic file to DeWayna in the office at 
office@mequonumc.com or you can submit a printed photo 
to the office that we will scan and return to you. Please put 
them in the office in an envelope and include your name. 
 Our goal is to have the photos by the first of the year so 
that we can publish the directory shortly afterward.  
 The best photos for the directory will be ones that show 
close ups of faces, so we can see those smiles! 
 We will be taking pictures on the following Sundays 
after worship. Listen for an announcement in worship for 
specific instructions as to where the photos will be taken. For 
our Hearts at Home Members who are no longer able to 
attend, if you are unable to send in a photograph please 
contact the church office and we will make arrangements to 
have someone come to your home to take your photograph. 
 Mark your calendar for the following photography dates: 

November 20 … December 11 
Say Cheese!! 

Music Notes  
Music in worship: 
November 6 – Youth Choir and Joyful Noise Choir 
November 13 – Men’s Choir 
November 20 – Sanctuary Choir 
November 27 – Penny Laferriere and Dale Parkinson 
December. 4 – Youth Choir and Joyful Noise Choir 
  
Christmas Cantata — December 18!!   
 We have begun rehearsals for this, so if you are 
interested in being a part of it, join us Sunday evenings! 
  

Get to know our choir! 
 Here are some of the people who 

regularly give their time in order to 
enhance our worship experience!  

 This month – TENORS: 
Rick Hynson – sometimes conducts, sometimes sings,  
 always leads! 
Sam Laferriere – Men’s Choir singer, and hopefully  
 singing even more with Sanctuary Choir 
Tim O’Brien – always doing double duty, singing  
 AND being our wonderful pastor! 
Ross Paulus – sings and rehearses, and if not there,  
 you can be pretty sure he is dancing with Jean! 
The Spooner Boys – anyone who sings with these three for 
 Men’s Choir GETS to be an honorary Spooner Boy! 
                Jack … Mark … Michael 
Andrew Widder – Raised in this church,  
 now a wonderful vocal leader!  
Jeff Widder – Men’s Choir singer (and Dad!)

http://www.repairers.org/-fall--winter-needs.html
mailto:office@mequonumc.com
http://www.repairers.org/-fall--winter-needs.html
mailto:office@mequonumc.com
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MUMC Children’s Christmas Program 
2016 

This year’s program is “The Inn Crowd,”  
featuring speaking parts for young actors, non-
speaking parts for those who prefer them, and 
Christmas songs for all to sing. Our rehearsals 

include dinner, and start October 23. 
        
November 6 Christmas Program Rehearsal  4:30-5:30 PM 
  Dinner    5:30-6:00 PM 
    
November 13 Christmas Program Rehearsal  4:30-5:30 PM 
  Dinner    5:30-6:00 PM 
    
November 20 Christmas Program Rehearsal 4:30-5:30 PM 
  Dinner    5:30-6:00 PM 

November 27 (Tentative) No Rehearsal – Thanksgiving 
Weekend 

Saturday, December 3 Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal   
   8:30-11:00 AM (Includes breakfast) 

December 4  Children’s Christmas Program  9:30 AM 
  Presentation in Worship 

Helpers are needed to provide meals at our rehearsals!  
Please see Audra or Peg if you can help.

 Why do you give? Why do you give your time to 
volunteer when your life is so hectic? Why do you give 
your money when your budget is tight?  
 For many of us, we give because we want to help, 
we want to give back, and we want to leave this world a 
little bit better. We all want our lives to matter. We need 
as human beings to know that our lives have meaning 
and purpose. That we have given our time and money 
to the things that will make a difference.  
 Our giving, then, is a visible statement of our 
priorities, our values, and our faith. In scripture, Jesus 
tells a parable of giving help to the hungry, the needy, 
and the stranger and then puts a twist on it by saying, 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these … you did it to me.”  

 In other words, when we give we are participating 
in the larger ministry that Jesus Christ calls us to as his 
disciples. Our giving breaks us out of our narrow world 
view to be connected to a larger vision, to each other as 
a community, and most importantly to the love of God.   
 Our giving is a bold statement of faith and it does 
make a difference. As we come to our Commitment 
Sunday on November 20th, I invite you to pray about 
why you give, how this church has and is continuing to 
touch your life, and how through your giving you can 
expand our ministries to reach even more people with 
the Good News of our faith. Finally, I urge you to pray 
about making a financial gift to the larger ministry and 
vision we have as a church community to “Make God’s 
Love Real.” 

Why Do You Give? 
— a message from Pastor Tim —

Fall clean-up 
MUMC’s Adopted Roadways 

Thank you! 
 Thanks to all of the volunteers who came out on 
a lovely autumn day on October 23 to care for God’s 
creation. After a lovely lunch prepared by Audra 
O’Brien, Wendy Porterfield led an amazing clean-up 
crew consisting of Devin Curran; Kaet Sisney; Tim, 
Audra, Alyssa, Connor and Madelyn O’Brien; Jim 
Layton; Linda and Ed Mordy; and Peter, Peg and 
Nikolai Gardner through a job well done!
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National Healthy Skin Month 
[This information is shared by the MUMC Parish Nurse Team]

 In preparation for the harsh winter months ahead, 
November is officially designated as National Healthy Skin 
Month in the United States.  During the month, people are 
encouraged to learn about the functions of skin and how to 
keep it healthy. The American Academy 
of Dermatology (AAD) first 
implemented November as healthy 
skin month in order to raise awareness 
about the importance of keeping skin 
fresh, hydrated and healthy all year 
round. 

 AAD features a skin knowledge 
and information network on their 
website, and people are encouraged to 
check it out for tips on sun protection, 
skin exams, eating healthy and other 
steps that can keep skin looking clear, smooth and youthful. 
There are many things people can do during National Skin 
Health Month, and all year long, to prevent skin damage, 
reduce signs of aging and protect one of the most vital 
organs of the body: 

- Wear sunscreen: Sunscreen needs to be applied year-
round, not just during the summer months. While the 
sun’s rays are more powerful in summer, they can still 
be damaging even in the cloudy, cool conditions of 
winter. A heavy sunscreen may not be necessary, so 
apply a moisturizer with SPF.  

- Eat a healthy diet: What we put in our mouths is just 
as influential to our skin’s health as what we apply 
externally. Eating a diet that’s rich in Omega 3s, whole 
grains and B Vitamins is essential to maintaining skin’s 
youthful glow. Be sure to incorporate plenty of fruits, 
vegetables and lean proteins in your diet.  

- Don’t forget your lips: Your lips need just as much 
protection as the rest of your skin, especially since they 
can get a lot of exposure to the sun. Carry lip balm with 
SPF with you and apply it generously, particularly in 
the dry winter months when lips can become very 
chapped and sore.  

- Keep your cool: Stress is a huge contributor to skin 
problems like acne and wrinkles. Making time to relax 
during your hectic days can greatly improve the 
condition of your skin.  

- Moisturize: Your skin needs to stay hydrated to stay 
healthy. Apply moisturizer to your whole body every 
morning and at night before going to bed. Keep 
moisturizer near you during the day so you can 
continue to moisturize your hands.  

 Along with these and many other helpful tips, you can 
keep your skin looking great all through the month of 
November and the rest of the year. National Healthy Skin 
Month is not just about daily skincare tips, but it is also 
dedicated to keeping people well informed on serious skin 
conditions like eczema, psoriasis and skin cancer. It’s a good 
idea to conduct monthly skin exams, checking skin for 
suspicious moles and other lesions that could become 
cancerous. Meeting with a skincare specialist is another 
important step you should take when keeping your skin 
healthy, especially if you suffer from painful or irritating 
skin problems.  

Resource:  American Academy of Dermatology 
                  www.aad.org

All about giving … a recap 
 Sunday morning on October 9th was all about giving in a 
way that makes strategic sense for you and your family, and 
ultimately supports the church and other charities.  
 Jean Nicholas from the Wisconsin United Methodist 
Foundation (WUMF) was the speaker and her strategic  giving 
ideas were in three broad areas: immediate gifts made more 
tax efficiently; gifts made upon your passing; and gifts that 
provide you income during your (and your spouse’s) lifetime.  
 In the category of immediate gifts, Jean concentrated on 
using stocks that have gone up in value that you have had for 
over a year. Gifts and pledges can be made with these stocks 
without ever having to pay capital gains tax. To make it even 
better, the stocks get sold without fees or commissions. 100% 
of the value of the stock goes to the church. This is a strategic 
and very tax efficient way to give to MUMC. 
 Everyone should have a will, or the State will write one 
for you. The most common way to give through your will is to 
name MUMC in your will. Often people do this as a fixed 
amount. A better approach, mentioned by Jean, is to name a 

percentage of your estate to go to the church. That way, as 
your estate changes over the years, your gift will remain as 
significant portion of your estate as you originally planned. 
You can even use a flexible way to advise how the funds are to 
be used. And change those instructions over time without 
rewriting your will. 
 And finally, your gift can provide you income now, and 
benefit MUMC upon your passing. One interesting take away 
is that you can receive income that is at least 2 to 7 times what 
you have been earning on your CDs, depending on your age. 
You can earn more on your CD money, and benefit MUMC in 
the long run. 
 Whether or not you were able to attend the seminar, there 
is a lot of information to digest. Our Finance team and the 
WUMF can help. If any of this looks interesting, call Scott 
Reed, or Glen Van Fossen.  
 As Jean said Sunday, your will is your ultimate faith 
statement, and now is the time for you to express it. 
 God Bless.

http://www.aad.org
http://www.aad.org
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Sonlight Scoop 
November 2016

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.

 October has been so warm (and wet) that it feels funny talking about Fall and 
Thanksgiving! Sonlight children have been having fun collecting colorful leaves and 
doing many fall projects. Mrs. Linda, our “Nature Lady” recently came and lead the 
children on a seed hunt. Their project was to create a “sunflower” out of construction 
paper with glued on sunflower seeds. The birds would have enjoyed this! 

 November is always a special month when Sonlight invites their parents and siblings 
to come to their annual Thanksgiving Feast. On November 17, Ed and Linda Mordy will 
lead their volunteers to serve a wonderful Thanksgiving meal to around 100 people 
(ordered from Chuck’s Place). 

 Sonlight is still looking for a replacement Music Teacher who could come 2 
mornings a week and lead the children in song, with some rhythm and movement, for ½ 
hour. If you know of anyone who could fill this position, please have them contact 
Sonlight at 262-242-4771. Thank you! 
               Happy Thanksgiving! 
               Sue and Kathy

Dorothy Schmidt  
has moved!  

 Dorothy has completed 
her rehab following her fall 
and is now living at 
Lincoln Village in Port 
Washington. Her new 
address is: 1300 W Lincoln 
Ave, Port Washington, WI 
53074. Dorothy would love 
to hear from her MUMC 
friends.

Dear MUMC Congregation,
Thank you to those who have sent cards, provided 

meals, and made donations to MUMC in memory of my 
mother, Betty Wheeler, following her passing on 
September 6th.  Your thoughtful and kind condolences 
have meant so much to me and our entire family. 

When Mom came to live with us a little over two 
years ago, many members of our caring MUMC 
congregation opened their hearts to her, making her 
feel welcomed and supported in her new church home.  
The connections she experienced through Lunch Bunch, 
Tai Chi, worship on Sundays, and friendships she 
developed were all blessings.  These past two years 
were richer for her because of MUMC and we, as her 
family, are extremely grateful.
Much appreciation,
Susan Yorio and family  

Thanksgiving Feast 
coming on 

November 17! 

Help wanted: 
Sonlight is looking 
for a music teacher

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x10294783508155269788&id=YN873x10294783508155269788&q=Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&name=Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&cp=43.3857002258301%7e-87.8950271606445&ppois=43.3857002258301_-87.8950271606445_Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&FORM=SNAPST
http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN873x10294783508155269788&id=YN873x10294783508155269788&q=Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&name=Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&cp=43.3857002258301%7e-87.8950271606445&ppois=43.3857002258301_-87.8950271606445_Lincoln+Village+-+Port+Washington%2c+WI&FORM=SNAPST
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My Father’s World - by Ginger Ayres
 Glorious autumn! Falling leaves of 
reds and yellows … crisp air … 
squashes and apples and pumpkins! 
Apples to crunch … and apples for pie. 
My question of the day is this: what 
defines an apple pie? 
 First, what kind of apples are in the 
pie? My long-ago home of upstate NY 
is a big growing area for fruits and 
vegetables. When I was growing up, 
apples were abundant although there 
were fewer varieties than today. 
Housewives of the day categorized 
apple varieties as either “cooking” or 
“eating.” Only “cooking” 
apples could be used in a 
pie. The occasional new 
bride would present her 
best-effort apple pie … 
but, if she used eating 
apples she would be 
rewarded with, “Looks very nice, dear, 
but the taste and texture are a bit off. 
Try cooking apples next time.” My 
weak memory is that we cooked with 
Cortlands and ate McIntosh.  
 The second thing that defines an 
apple pie is the crust. Of course the old 
argument was lard vs shortening. But I 
won’t even address that — because lard 
is barely available anymore and 
Millennials would gag if they knew 
what it was!! The other crust question 
was: one crust or two? In other words, 
just a bottom crust, or bottom + top? 
The purists in my family demanded a 
two-crust apple pie. Personally, I love 
an apple pie with a crumb topping 
instead of crust. (Crumb toppings come 
in varieties like streusel, Dutch, or 
French — to each, his own!) When we 
were first married, I told my mother that 
I had made an apple pie with a crumb-
type topping. I remember her saying, 
with the tiniest bit of sarcasm, “Oh how 
different, dear. I think I’ve had that a 
few times. I’m sure it was tasty.” 
 Further included in the definition of 
an apple pie is whether a piece is served 
with something else on the plate. My 
grandmother was born in Denmark and 
lived her entire adult life on a NY dairy 
farm. She always served apple pie with 
a small slice of sharp cheddar cheese. 
Of course, another favorite is apple pie 
a-la-mode (pie with a scoop of ice 
cream). This was a family favorite 
because we all knew the story that pie  
a-la-mode was invented in the 1890s in 
a fancy hotel dining room in rural 
eastern NY, soon requested in fancy 
NYC restaurants, and then reported in 
NYC newspapers. That’s the story that 
I’m sticking to. Do not google it 

because you might find opposition to 
that invention story! 
 So that’s apple pie — the right kind 
of apples and crust plus possibly 
cheddar cheese or ice cream. Isn't that 
all that’s needed? Well … NO! There’s 
something huge missing from that 
definition. An apple pie is never 
complete … until it is shared. What 
good is a nice apple pie unless it is 
surrounded by friends after a chatty 
lunch or a family gathering or a church 
dinner or even by fellow fans watching 
a Packers game? 

      Where am I going with 
my apple pie dissertation? 
Just this. As with apple pie, 
our faith must be shared. It 
is a dark, cold, and 
heartless faith that is 

isolated without the 
daylight of fellowship, friendship, and 
mutual support. Sharing our faith 
enlightens others, as well as helps to 
grow it within each of us.  
 From the Bible: 

• “… I pray that the sharing of your 
faith may become effective for the 
full knowledge of every good thing 
that is in us for the sake of Christ.” 
Philemon 1:6 

• “And He said to them, ‘Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.’” Mark 16:15 

• “Declare His glory among the 
nations, His wonders among all 
peoples.” Psalms 96:3  

 I sense some scrambling and hear 
voices saying, “This is uncomfortable 
territory for me. How do I share my 
faith?”  
 Here’s some examples. Ask non-
church folks to help with our food 
collections. Send a note of prayerful 
thanks to someone who made a 
difference in your life. Invite friends 
with children to MUMC’s Children’s 
Christmas program. Invite friends to our 
Christmas cantata. While on a walk, 
catch the eye of a stranger and make a 
simple statement that you thank God for 
the beauty of the surroundings (the 
spring flowers, the autumn colors, the 
bright snow, the blue sky, etc.). Ask 
someone to share his/her prayer needs. 
Like / Share MUMC’s Facebook page. 
Express a short prayer with medical 
staff for healing … or with therapists for 
mental healing. Volunteer your talents at 
an assisted living home or nursing home 
(music, reading, art, etc.). 
 Share an apple pie … and share 
your faith too!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Holiday Craft Sale 
December 4 and 11, 2016

 On Sunday, December 4, and the following Sunday, 
December 11, MUMC will once again host a holiday sale 
following the worship service to help artisans and farmers all 
around the world. Please plan to bring your gift list and help 
lift people out of poverty with the purchase of beautiful, hand-
crafted gifts. UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolates 
will also be available for purchase. 

SERRV is a nonprofit organization  
with a mission to eradicate poverty wherever  

it resides by providing opportunity and support  
to artisans and farmers worldwide.  

 For more than 60 years, SERRV has 
worked to eradicate poverty through direct 
connections with low-income artisans and 
farmers. They market their crafts and foods, 
find joint solutions to their challenges, and 
help them grow and embrace the future. One 
of the first alternative trade organizations in 
the world, SERRV is a founding member of 
the World Fair Trade Organization (formerly 
IFAT) and a founding member of the Fair 
Trade Federation (FTF).  

 SERRV strives to enrich 
lives around the world and 
to inspire real change for 
the better.  

• Their work encompasses 
more than just buying 
and selling.  

• They offer prepayments 
so their partners can 
sustain their business.  

• Create new designs so 
they can build their markets.  

• Teach new skills so they can develop their craft.  
• Provide grants so they can expand their resources.  
• They support equal rights for women.  
• Guide sustainable development. 
• And of course, pay a fair wage.  

Please plan to join us for this exciting opportunity to 
help others while doing your holiday shopping!


