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Mequon United!
Methodist Church!

11011 North Oriole Lane!
Mequon, WI 53092!

262-242-4770!
www.mequonumc.org

May 2015

✦ Mother’s Day — May 10 
Kids and Moms sing 
AND Men’s Choir 

✦ Memorial Day observance — May 24 
The MUMC Memorial Day Singers 

✦ Music Appreciation Sunday — May 31 
ALL Choirs

Come! Listen! Sing! Enjoy! Worship!

MORE at MUMC: 
• Register NOW — VBS and Critter Camp 
 (AND sign up to help!) 
• Reflections book group — dinner out + 

“Grand Central” 
• Mealsite — May 28 
• ReCharge! your brain — June 3 
• Saturday meal for the homeless — 

June 6 !
Read inside: 

• Updates from the Graners in the 
Dominican Republic 

• Tornado awareness 
• Updates on projects to our church building 
• Blood pressure — important info for everyone

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org


Pastor Tim’s Message
 As we head into May this is the time for nurturing and growth. Our long winter is 
finally receding giving way to the warmth of Spring as we begin to plant our gardens and 
flower beds or just enjoy the fruits of other people’s gardens. This is also a good season for 
us to reflect on how well we are growing and being nurtured in our lives. It is so easy for us 
to get out of balance as we pay attention to parts of our lives, but ignore other parts. It is 
kind of like watering and weeding one part of the garden and ignoring the rest.  
 If you were to make a pie chart of where you spent your time in a week, what would it 
look like? Is it healthy? Think about these areas for a moment.  
 Our society teaches us to do everything we can to succeed at our jobs, to “go the extra 
mile,” to say “yes” to everyone, to please everyone. Add to that the great Protestant work 
ethic ingrained in our heads, and we’re doomed to be up to our eyeballs in work. Even 
when someone retires that doesn’t mean the end of working. Many continue to devote a 
majority of their time to volunteer work. The tough question becomes … what is God 
calling us to do? And is a life of constant busyness really a faithful life? 
 Then there is “self.” This part often is ignored because we’ve been conditioned not to 
be selfish. But caring for self is not selfish, it is necessary. We can not adequately care for 
others if we don’t care for ourselves. How do you care for yourself? Your mind? Your 
body? Do you take time to just be quiet and “be”? 
 Finally, and most importantly, there is our faith. When we are centered and grounded in 
God, our priorities take a new shape and problems are seen from a different perspective. I 
encourage you to find at least fifteen minutes two to three times a week to pray and read 
scripture. Pick up the Upper Room devotional at church to help guide your time. I also want 
to encourage you to participate in one of the Bible studies that will be going on throughout 
the year. Take time to be with God and see the difference it can make in your life.  
 I invite all of you to join me in a quest for a balanced life, where all the areas of our 
lives are growing and being nurtured in a healthy way. Awareness is the first step. Begin to 
pay more attention to the areas in your life that you are short-changing. Scale back in the 
areas that have taken hold and leave you feeling constantly drained of energy. Enjoy more 
things that bring you joy and feed your soul. Grow deeper in your faith and you will find 
the means to bring all the areas of your life into balance. Finding balance isn’t always easy, 
but for the sake of our mental, physical, and spiritual health it is worth it.  !
 May God bless this growing season in us, 
 Pastor Tim

How’s your 
“pie” life?

*** Last minute reminders — all on May 3 ***

(1) Youth Mission Trip Service — Sunday, May 3 
 Join our amazing youth as they lead our worship service to highlight their upcoming mission trip to West Virginia in 
July. Invite a friend or two to join you in worship to be wowed by the awesome talent of our youth. 

(2) Spring Cleaning - MUMC's Adopted Roadways 
      Sunday, May 3    -    Lunch at MUMC: Noon    -     Roadway Clean-up: 1:00 - 3:00 PM 

 Our church is now an official participant in the maintenance of God's creation, through our sponsorship of a roadway 
in our community — W. Zedler Lane between Port Washington Road and Lake Shore Drive plus the short spur of N. Port 
Washington Lane. Lunch at Noon at MUMC. Meet in the north parking lot of Katherine Kearney Carpenter Park (801 W. 
Zedler Lane) at 1:00 PM. Due to city regulations, children under 11 need to clean up the park only (they are not allowed 
along the roadways). Childcare will be provided for all the children in the park. Please sign up in the narthex this coming 
Sunday morning.  

(3) Mother’s Day Flowers — absolute last day to order is May 3 
Hanging flower pots will beautify the sanctuary on Mother’s Day, May 10.  

• Single variety pot of super petunias (multi-colored), ivy geraniums, upright geraniums (red), dragon wing begonias, 
reiger begonias (double blossomed, non-stop), sun & shade impatiens (shades of pink, salmon, and red), or fuchsia 
(brilliant pink) — $15 

• Multi-variety combo basket (will have a mix of two of the varieties listed above) — $18 
You must order on or before May 3. Call Connie Pukaite at 262-242-2778

Work or!
volunteer!

time
Self

Faith
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Reflections to dine out in May  
 The Reflections Book 
Group will dine out on 
Thursday, May 14th at  
6:00 PM at Devon’s 
Seafood and Steak at Bay 
Shore Town Center.  
 Our discussion book for May is Grand Central:  
Original Stories of Postwar Love and Reunion.  Here is a 
description of the book from amazon.com . . . 
  

On any particular day, thousands upon thousands of 
people pass through New York City's Grand Central 
Terminal, through the whispering gallery, beneath the 
ceiling of stars, and past the information booth and its 
beckoning four-faced clock, to whatever destination is 
calling them. It is a place 
where people come to say 
hello and good-bye. And each 
person has a story to tell.  
  
Now, ten bestselling authors 
inspired by this iconic 
landmark have created their 
own stories, set on the same 
day, just after the end of 
World War II, in a time of 
hope, uncertainty, change, 
and renewal.... 

  
 Please RSVP to Barb Henneck at 
238-0707 or bhenneck@wi.rr.com if you plan to attend. 

  
Looking ahead . . .  
The Reflections Book Group does not meet for book 
discussion during the summer months. Our September book 
will be The Pecan Man, by Cassi Dandridge Selleck !

Mealsite — May 28 
 The mealsite is as busy as ever. Warmer weather does 
not bring an end to hunger. In fact, more people are able to 
get out and bring children to the mealsite in warmer weather.   

• Please sign up to be a server — we leave MUMC at 
4:30 PM and return by 6:30 PM.  

• Please sign up to donate food — we 
take desserts (brownies, cupcakes, 
bar cookies, etc.) and fresh hold-in-
your-hand fruit (bananas, apples, 
clementines, etc.). Put food items 
in the parlor by 4:00 PM on 
mealsite day.  !! !!!!!!

May brings an abundance 
of special music to MUMC! 

May 3 — Youth Choir 

May 10 — **Mother’s Day**  
 MUMC’s traditional “Kids and Moms” singing 
 PLUS The Men’s Choir 

May 17 — Sanctuary Choir 

May 24 —  **Memorial Day observation** 
 MUMC’s Memorial Day Singers 

May 31 — **Choir Appreciation Sunday** 
 All choirs will be singing

Recharge!!
Recharge! Retain and Regain…. the health of your body and brain. 

It is never too early or too late to start a brain fitness program! 
June 3   ~~~   7:00-8:30 PM 

Presented by Dawn Adler, R.T. 
Director of ReCharge! and Adult Day Services 

Chai Point/Jewish Home and Care Center  
  

 Please join us on Wednesday, June 3 from 7:00-8:30 PM for this fun, free and 
highly interactive workshop in which you will: 

★ Look at brain health and statistics facing our nation 
★ Leave with a better appreciation and understanding of the brain and memory 
★ Learn 5 things you can do right now to optimize your brain health 
★ Learn how to use the brain in novel ways, practice intentional memory and 

   memory strategies !
 This program is sponsored by the Parish Nurse Ministry Team and is appropriate 
for all ages.  Refreshments will be served.
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Saturday Meal for the Homeless at 
Summerfield United Methodist Church 

June 6 
 MUMC will once again be serving a Saturday evening 
meal for the homeless at Summerfield UMC in Milwaukee. 
We will be preparing and serving a meal to help with this 
mission.  
 There are many small ways in which our congregation 
can help. Volunteers will be needed to provide ham, apples, 
green beans, applesauce and desserts. There will be a meal 
preparation on Saturday, June 6 
from 2 to 3:30 PM. Those serving 
will then drive down to 
Summerfield UMC to serve from 
4:30 to 6 PM. Please watch for a 
volunteer sign up which will be 
posted on the Outreach bulletin 
board. 
 MUMC has also donated 
$1000 from the 2015 Outreach 
auction donations to help 
Summerfield UMC with kitchen floor repairs. 
 Many of you know Bob and Robyn Blahut. Some of our 
younger members may remember him as Mr. Bob because 
Bob taught Sunday school for many years at MUMC. They 
along with their son have been instrumental in setting up this 
meal site.  
 If you are interested in helping or have questions please 
contact Rick Gattoni (242-1079) or Karen Stern (242-7811). !!
Outdoor Summer Worship Services 
 The Saturday outdoor summer worship services will be 
returning in June and run through August (There may be one 
in September weather permitting). They will be held once a 
month at 6:00 PM. Watch for more information about 
specific dates. These services will be held around the fire 
ring behind the church. They will be very casual and 
prayerful through the music, readings, and devotions that we 
do together. Also, after we are done you can stick around to 
roast hot dogs, make a S’more, or enjoy the fellowship 
around the fire. Come as you are and worship with us. 

Adult  
Spiritual Formation  

Opportunities 

Lunch Bunch   
Bible Study – 11:00 AM 
Lunch – 12:00 PM 

 Come join on Tuesdays for our Bible study at 11:00 AM 
and our delicious lunch including homemade soup at Noon. 
 In May, we will be finishing our study 
looking at the life of Peter and Paul using 
the video: Peter and Paul to help us better 
understand the times they lived in. We will 
also be studying some of Paul’s most 
famous letters preserved in the New 
Testament. This study is being jointly led 
by Pastor Tim and Bill Church, who has 
recently joined our church as a retired 
United Methodist pastor.  
 Come join us for a time to feed our bodies and our souls. 
You are welcome anytime, every time! 

!
Women's Prayer Breakfast —  
	 Wednesday, June 3rd 
Men's Prayer Breakfast —  
	 Thursday, June 4th 
 All ages are invited to gather at 7:00 AM for a simple 
breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We conclude our time 
together with open Communion.  Our breakfast lasts only 
an hour, so it is the perfect way to start your day and begin 
the month.

Donate food 
OR 

Help cook 
OR 

Serve dinner

Dinner Is On Us! 
Sonlight Child Development Center  
needs to get out the word  
about our wonderful ministry.   

We have some of the best teachers  
and facilities in the area.   

We need YOU to tell your  
friends and neighbors. !

For every family that enrolls at Sonlight that was referred by 
you (and the family stays enrolled for four weeks and notes 
that they heard about Sonlight through you), we will reward you with 
a $100 gift card to the Mequon restaurant of your choice.  
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VBS  
July 6-10, 2015 

Registration Now in Progress !
       This year’s VBS will take the children on a mountain expedition as they learn about God’s 
Mighty Power. The snowy fun sounds a little chilly during these cold spring days, but by July 
we should all be ready for a little wintry fun!  
        We have a few registrations but are looking for many more.  

➡ Please invite your friends and neighbors, bring your grandkids, 
nieces and nephews, and help our camp fill up!  

Each day will include music, games, Bible stories, snacks, mission movies and an imagination station with science 
gizmos and explorations. We’ll have Bible Buddies once again, music for infants and toddlers, and surprises every day. !
 We need lots of helpers to make our programs possible – all ages can help.  

• Youth, this is your chance to give back to your local community as our 
crew leaders and assistants.  

• Senior adults – and all adults - this is your chance to feel like a kid again!  
We are looking for science/craft helpers, game leaders, Bible Story leaders, kitchen crew helpers and Missions project 
helpers, as well as help with decorating and skits. Please join our team and be part of a great week of fun, community 
building, service and fellowship. !
 Registration is now in progress for this special week of activities for young and old. Pick up a form in the 
narthex for the kids, and see Peg to volunteer. And remember to invite everyone you know to come and play!

Critter Camp 2015 
July 6-10, Noon-3:30 PM (5:00 PM on Thursday) !

 It’s time to sign up for Critter Camp, so get your hiking shoes out and plan to hike with us 
into the great outdoors! This wonderful program for elementary-aged students explores the 
wonders of God’s Creation and is led by MUMC’s very own naturalist, Linda Mordy. 
Educators Schuyler Gardner and Kathy Sullivan will join us once again – Schuyler will be 
leading our youngest crew, and Kathy will work with crafts and missions. We need your 
registrations now to get the t-shirts and materials we need, so please sign up today. Helpers are 
especially needed with our youngest campers and on our Thursday field trip to the Riveredge 
Nature Center in Newburg, and in our kitchen for lunch and snacks. 
 The camp starts with lunch each day, followed by outdoor adventures that include hikes, 
service activities and crafts. Each camper will receive a t-shirt, camp bag and notebook, as 
well as all of the craft materials. Adults are invited to participate in the lunch, and then the 
Adult Bible Study taking place at the same time as the camp. 
 We will have a combined VBS and Critter Camp dinner on Thursday evening at 5:00 PM, 
which will include s’mores around the campfire. Please plan to join us! Sign up today!

Planned Giving – When the Plan Meets the Giving 
 We had a pleasant surprise last week at MUMC. Something happened that almost no 
one knew was in the making. Out of the blue, MUMC received a significant gift. For us, 
it was unexpected. But for the giver, it was planned. 
  You see, the donor had included us in her will. 
  Beulah and her husband had attended our church in the past, until health issues 
limited their attendance in the ‘80s. Still, she included Mequon United Methodist Church 
in her will when it was written in 2008. That means 20 years passed since she was able to 
attend church. But she remembered us. 
 The gift wasn’t for a specific purpose, so the funds will go into our Endowment fund. 
But she could have designated a specific use of the money, and it would have been 
applied as she wished. She designated a dollar amount, but she could have listed a 
percentage of her estate. Some people do that in case the estate varies a great deal from 
when the will was written. But she included us. 
 Have you included Mequon United Methodist Church in your will or trust? Have you 
prepared a way that you can support the Church, and its missions, after your passing? 
 Beulah did. 
 God Bless.

Register now 
to attend. 

Sign up now 
to help.
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Tornado Awareness – Listen, Act, and Live  
     The spring and summer months bring the promise of warmer weather, green grass and blossoming 
flowers. It also brings the likelihood of tornadoes and severe weather in Wisconsin. Wisconsin averages 23 
tornadoes annually. Being prepared and knowing what to do in case of a tornado can save lives.  
     Last year MUMC developed an emergency preparedness plan that address what to do if you are in the 
church building and there is a tornado approaching. On weekdays the Sonlight and MUMC office staff will 
monitor the weather via apps on their computer. On Sundays the AV team will monitor the weather via the 
computer in the sanctuary. They will be alerted if a tornado warning is issued for our area. If that is the case, 
they will make an announcement via the phone intercom system to alert all persons in the church building. !

• When a tornado warning is issued for the area, all occupants 
shall move away from windows and glassed areas, and 
relocate into the lower level north south hallway. If the 
hallway is full, shelter can also be taken rooms 110, 110A, and 
110B. The area is marked with Tornado Shelter signage. 

• Flashlights and a weather radio are stored in a kit marked for 
weather emergencies that is mounted on the wall directly 
across from the entrance to Fellowship Hall. The radio will 
allow for continuous monitoring of the severe weather 
situation. 

• Occupants should face walls with knees up under them and 
heads and neck covered with their arms.  

• No one should leave the evacuation area until tornado warning sirens are no longer sounding and an 
all clear is received from the individual in charge (Pastor, Lay Leader or Sonlight director) at the time 
of the evacuation.  

• When it is clear to leave, beware of downed power lines, debris or other hazards.  
For more information refer to the MUMC Emergency Preparedness Plan. Being alert to weather conditions 
and being prepared to act can save lives!

 Trustees have a 
number of small and 
not-so-small projects 
underway, some of 
which have received 

special member donations toward project costs so the Trustees’ 
small reserve fund can be stretched to do more projects as 
needed.  Anyone who would also like to contribute toward any 
of the projects would be most welcome to do so. Just note on 
your check which project you would like to support, or 
designate your gift to Trustees’ Reserve. Projects like these 
would be long delayed without gifts from generous 
members. !

• Two old furnaces serving the lower level of the Education 
Wing will be replaced at a cost of $16,000, and Trustees 
will also take advantage of new energy efficient units to 
provide air conditioning. This will assure uninterrupted 
heat in winter as well as greater comfort on hot, sticky 
summer days for Vacation Bible School participants and 
volunteers and for the children and teachers in Sonlight 
Child Development Center.  

• Overhead lights in the Choir Loft have been replaced to 
increase the light level so Choir members can now read 
their music. The lighting level before was only half the 
recommended light level for reading. The new lights are 

very energy efficient LED bulbs that cost more than $900 
to purchase and install, but will last for years. 

• The church will soon be power-washed to get rid of spider 
residue from last Fall, and a number of painting projects 
will freshen our church, including the columns at the front 
door, the Narthex ceiling, and doors leading to the 
Sanctuary. Cost for these projects will be $3,000.       

• And, just when Trustees think ‘God’s House’ is in order, 
something reminds us that our stewardship is an every day 
thing. Worshipers in recent weeks have noticed a big ugly 
stain on the front, right ceiling panel in the sanctuary that 
suddenly appeared after the windy, blustery day when 4.5 
inches of rain swelled the River and flooded yards. The 
good news is our seven year old roof is in good condition, 
but the wind-driven rain apparently seeped through a tiny 
spot in a ridge-vent, which has now been caulked. We 
expect no more leaks, but now our congregation faces an 
unplanned, unbudgeted expense of $500 to seal the stain 
and paint just that section of ceiling because it’s so high. 

 We have a beautiful church, and projects like these keep it 
in good order for the benefit of all who worship here.  If you 
have any questions or suggestions, feel free to ask any 
Trustee:  Busch Buschman. Doug Burns, Tom Ellis, Ed Mordy, 
Jeff Nowak, Dain Shuler, Bruce Stern, Connie Pukaite

Big and small — projects going on around MUMC 
A report from Trustees
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May is National High Blood Pressure Education Month

 Nearly one in three adults in the United States has high 
blood pressure, also called hypertension. High blood pressure 
is dangerous because it increases the risk of stroke, heart 
attack, heart failure, kidney failure, and 
death.  High blood pressure is often 
called the ‘silent killer’ because it 
usually has no symptoms until it causes 
damage to the body.   !
 Blood is carried from the heart to all 
parts of the body in vessels called 
arteries. Blood pressure is the force of 
the blood pushing forward through the 
body and against the walls of the 
arteries. The higher the blood pressure, 
the greater the risk of stroke, heart 
attack, heart failure, kidney failure, and 
death. 
  
Blood pressure is made up of two numbers: 

• The “top” number is the systolic blood pressure—
the pressure while the heart is pumping blood out. 
According to the National Institutes of Health (NIH), 
this number should be less than 120 to be in the 
normal range. 

• The “bottom” number is the diastolic blood pressure
—the pressure while the heart is filling up with 
blood, getting ready to pump again. According to 
NIH, this number should be less than 80 to be in the 
normal range. !

 It was once believed that only diastolic pressure (the 
“bottom” number) was important, but this is not true. 
Elevated systolic pressure alone, particularly common in 
older people, is just as dangerous as elevations of both 
systolic and diastolic pressure. 
  
Blood pressure is elevated for two main reasons: 

• too high blood volume 
• too narrow blood vessels !

 Most of the time, the cause of a person’s high blood 
pressure is unknown. Once it develops, high blood pressure 
usually lasts the rest of the person’s life. But it is treatable. 
Some people can lower blood pressure by losing weight, 
limiting salt intake, and exercising, but for most people, 
these steps are not enough. Most people need medication for 
blood pressure control, and will probably need it all their 

lives. Your health care provider can tell you if you should be 
on medication and, if so, which drug(s) may be best for you. !

 It is important to take the medications 
prescribed for you regularly and to not 
stop them except on the advice of your 
health care provider. Hypertension tends 
to worsen with age and you cannot tell if 
you have high blood pressure by the way 
you feel, so have your health care 
provider measure your blood pressure 
periodically.  Tell your health care 
provider about any side effects you are 
having. Some side effects may go away 
over time, others may be avoided by 
adjusting the dosage or switching to a 
different medication. !

 You may also want to buy a home blood pressure 
monitor, available in many drug stores, to measure your 
blood pressure more frequently. Your health care provider or 
pharmacist can help you choose the right device. Many drug 
stores also have blood pressure measuring devices you can 
use in the store. !
 Controlling your blood pressure is a lifelong task. Blood 
pressure is only one of a number of factors that increase your 
risk of heart attack, stroke, and death. High cholesterol and 
diabetes are other risk factors. Lifestyle changes—such as 
weight loss, a healthy diet, and physical activity—can affect 
all three risk factors. !
 The Parish Nurse Ministry 
Team provides regular blood 
pressure screenings in 
Fellowship Hall usually the first 
Sunday of the month.  These 
screenings are confidential and 
can provide a way to monitor 
your blood pressure in between 
your physician visits.  If you have 
any questions, please contact one 
of the Parish Nurses. !!
Sources:  Federal Drug Administration (FDA) 
                National Institutes of Health (NIH)

Parish Nurse Mission Statement: 
MUMC Parish Nurse Ministry promotes 
wellness, healing and wholeness of body, mind 
and spirit within our church family through 
health assessment, counseling and education.

!!!
Parish 
Nurse
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 Mission News: Dominican Republic  
Ardell & Gordon Graner 

Address: Apartado 727, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic 

Emails:    Ardell: agraner@umcmission.org 

	      Gordon: ggraner@umcmission.org 

Website: www.granerfamily.org 

Dear friends,  
 We are back in Santo Domingo. It is good to be with our colleagues from the Dominican Evangelical 
Church and join them once again in friendship and ministry. We arrived in time to attend the annual National 
Assembly of our partner church. We can only attend as observers but it helps us to understand the direction in 
which the church is headed. As missionaries we are both inside and outside the circle of leadership and often 
we feel awkward trying to find our place. We are not Dominican, we are not elected to any office, and yet we 
are seen by most as important persons because we are Americans and 
because we are representatives of a very large and significant church body, 
the UMC. We are in yet we are out. The truth is we do not fit, we will 
always be extranjeros (foreigners). We are welcome but as one welcomes a 
stranger, with reserve. But it is from this uneasy place, a place of humility 
that we are able to support and help to lead the mission of the Dominican 
Church.  !
 In the first week and a half of February we received an UMVIM team 
from the Dakotas: Carol K, Wally, Jiggy, Carol J, David, Mary, Pastor 
Thom, and Lori. We spent ten days together. The women on the team 
sewed banners with the church ladies. The men painted a church inside and 
out together with some Dominican brothers. The team sponsored the continuing construction of a new 
parsonage for Freddy. We watched a crack crew of Dominican masons pour a concrete ceiling, around  
900 sq. ft. in two hours. It was a wonder to behold the mechanical ingenuity and the human strength and 
agility. We did not participate, we could only be spectators. They were way out of our league. !
 But most importantly, this Dakotas team helped to open new doors for relationships with the good folks 
of Monte Rojo. More teams will follow. This is all new and exciting for these humble people. It is a tangible 
way for God to show how much He loves this people who have been faithful to Him for decades. They have 
known much poverty and have borne a heavy burden to farm this land. What a joy to share God’s abundance 
with the people of God. “How lovely on the mountains are the feet of him, who brings good news.”  !
Together in Christ Jesus, Gordon & Ardell
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Website: www.granerfamily.org

 We have a 
website, a 
type of blog 
where we 
share updates 
and stories for 
all who may 
have an 
interest in our 
mission 
activities in 
the 
Dominican 
Republic. To find our site on the computer you can simply 
Google it: granerfamily.org and it will find the website.  !
Lost and Found: 
Children of the Dominican Republic:  
Advance Special #3021935 
 Children and adolescents attend Vacation Bible School 
in large numbers and in many cases a  
single church can receive 100-400 children. In an effort to 
maintain a presence with these children on a regular basis, 
the Dominican Evangelical 
Church began a program 
called Bible School 
Extension. This program is 
designed to meet the 
children every week where 
they live, in their own 
neighborhoods.  
 The Bible School 
Extension is an oasis for 
impoverished children at 
risk in the urban slums. It 
is a significant way for the 
church to take the love of 
Christ outside the walls of 
the temple and into streets 
where these children live. 
 The teachers of the Bible School Extension program 
are dedicated to this ministry. However they receive no 
training and have no materials either for lessons or arts and 
crafts. Funds received from the Advance Special will be 
used to encourage and equip these teachers with training 
workshops and materials. Thank you for your help.  !

Water@Work:  
 This is a ministry that partners with the Dominican 
Evangelical Church to build water houses on local church 
property for the purpose of water purification, to provide 
pure water to the local community at a reduced price. At the 
same time these ‘water house churches’ have a new point of 
encounter with their neighbors to offer the waters that well 
up eternally in Jesus Christ.  !
Curriculum Writing: 
 The pastors of the Iglesia Evangelica Dominicana have 
begun to write Sunday School lessons for their churches and 
have asked us to be a part of this ministry. The task is great 
and we ask for your prayers as we join together in this great 
challenge. !
Ministry with Women:  
 For many years God has been prompting me (Ardell) to 
work with women and young girls. This opportunity is 
finally going to 
come about and 
I am excited and 
nervous at the 
same time. 
There are many 
ideas and 
options that can 
be used to 
support these 
women in their 
personal 
relationship 
with God, in 
their families 
and communities and to improve their self-worth.  !
United Methodist Volunteer-in-Mission team:  
 A medical team from Pierre, South Dakota is coming to 
work with us in May. !
Praise and Prayer

 We praise God for all the opportunities that are before 
us. We praise God for good health and safe travels around 
the island. We praise God for God’s steadfast love. We pray 
for wisdom and understanding, to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit, to carry with us always the compassion of Christ, for 
the humility to hear the cries of the poor, and the courage to 
follow Jesus. Amen 

Thank you for  
supporting  
Blanket 
Sunday! 
 Thanks to your 
generous donations, the 
Mission Outreach Blanket 
Sunday raised $1160. The 
funds raised will be sent to Church 
World Service to help buy blankets for 
distribution during relief efforts around the world. 

With sympathy!
 Longer-time members of the MUMC congregation will 
remember Terry Underberg. Terry passed away on April 12 after a 
short battle with cancer. He was 56. Terry and his parents (Bob 
and Betty) were members of MUMC for many years. He is 
survived by his brother Jeff.  
 Terry was a talented musician. At the time of his death, Terry 
was serving as organist and pianist at Snohomish UMC, near 
Seattle, Washington. Prior to moving to Washington, he had been 
Minister of Music and Education at Albright UMC on Capital 
Drive in Milwaukee. 
 You may read Terry’s obituary at: http://tinyurl.com/kkr4vgo 
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Stewardship Nugget: Both Sides of the Coin 
‘Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and 

to God the things that are God’s’ (Luke 20:25). 
The chief priests and scribes tried to trap Jesus. After a 

fulsome compliment, they asked Him, ‘Is it lawful for us to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?’ They thought they had impaled Him on 
the sharp horns of a dilemma. If He spoke out against paying 
taxes to Rome, He would be in trouble with the Roman 
authorities. If He affirmed paying taxes, He would raise the 
indignation of the strong anti-Rome movement among the Jews. 

At first glance, Jesus’ answer seems like He sidestepped the 
issue. Not so when we understand the full impact of what He 
meant…. 

The implication is that Caesar and his realm belonged to God 
as much as any religious possession or responsibility. Actually, 
Jesus’ answer exposes the false division between the sacred and 
the secular. He claimed all of life as sacred. Everything we have 
and are belongs to God. He cannot be excluded from any realm of 
life. We are responsible for everything we say, do, spend, and 
save. The secret of dynamic discipleship is using all things, all of 
life, as a sacred trust from the Lord. 

This passage is an excellent basis for a fresh approach to 
claiming the Lord’s ownership of all of life. . . . it changes 
everything when we render to God what is God’s. . . . Then 
stewardship and our giving is not an obligation done out of guilt, 
but a privilege, done out of joy.

Where does UMCOR money go? 
UMCOR board approves more than $7 million in grants 
 The board of directors of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
approved more than $7 million in grants for ongoing disaster response and longer-term 
development needs during its semiannual meeting. 
 Of the total, $3.5 million is earmarked for a disaster risk reduction initiative in the 
Philippines, where Super Typhoon Haiyan caused calamitous damage in 2013. 
UMCOR will fund the construction of up to 10 community 
storm shelters in the areas most impacted by the typhoon 
and provide training in disaster planning and 
preparedness. 
 In Haiti, a grant of more than $1.3 million will 
support the reconstruction of New College Bird, one of 
the top schools in the nation, which was severely 
damaged in the 2010 Haiti earthquake. UMCOR also will 
continue to support partner Beyond Borders, as it works 
with Haitian organizations to address domestic servitude 
or child slavery. 
 In the U.S., long-term recovery support will go to 
Washington state and Detroit, Michigan, where 
devastating fires and floods, respectively, occurred in 
2014.  
 Funds will also go to enable churches within the 
California-Pacific Annual Conference to welcome and 
embrace unaccompanied migrant children arriving in 
Southern California and who have fled violence in their 
Central American homelands.  
 And a grant will help UMCOR partner Church World 
Service resettle refugees in the United States. 
 Go to www.umcor.org to learn of other humanitarian work approved and to give 
to projects which support the work of UMCOR around the world. !
UMCOR Mission Statement: 
Compelled by Christ to be a voice of conscience on behalf of the people 
called Methodist, UMCOR works globally to alleviate human suffering and 
advance hope and healing.

MUMC Website Fact — 
MUMC worship services on the web 
 All Sunday morning worship services are 
*recorded and available online. Simply go 
to www.mequonumc.org and click on the 
Sunday Worship 
drop down 
menu. Print 
versions of the 
sermons are 
available under 
Sermons and 
the recorded 
versions are 
available on 
the Recorded 
Worship 
Services page. !
*The recording is audio only, with an image of 
the powerpoint used during the service. It is not 
a video recording of the actual service. On the 
website, you will be able to listen to the 
entire service and see what the congregation 
sees on the screen in the sanctuary during 
the service. 
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Sonlight Scoop 
May 2015

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a 
ministry of Mequon United Methodist Church, is open to children from 

infant through 6 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

 Yay…daffodils are finally blooming! Love the spring! 
 Sonlight celebrated Easter on April 2 with a parade at 10:30, followed by a visit 
with the Easter Bunny! Most of the kids sat for a picture with him…followed by 
special parties and Easter egg hunts in the classrooms.

 As Sonlight Center goes into the warmer months, the children will be spending 
a lot more time outside, taking advantage of MUMC’s wonderful playground, and 
walking on the chipped paths as they discover anew God’s creativity in the Marsh 
Meadow. 
 HAPPY SPRING! 
 Kathy and Sue

On the beaches of Normandy 
 During World War II, the Allies carried out amphibious assault landings 
on June 6, 1944. In the ensuing battle, thousands of young men and women 
lost their lives. Not far from the landing site, there is now a very large well-
groomed cemetery with a beautiful chapel at 
one end. In the chapel one finds an altar of 
black and gold Pyrenees marble engraved 
with the inscription: I Give Unto Them 
Eternal Life And They Shall Never Perish.  
 In graves in front of the chapel, lie the 
bodies of 9,387 service men and women. 
Each headstone identifies the person buried 
there, with the exception of 307 whose 
bodies were unidentified. Nearby there is a 
stone tablet telling of 1,557 men and 
women who died in battle but whose 
bodies were never found.  
 Walking through the cemetery is a heart-
rending experience. Tears come easily. Here are generals buried beside 
privates, blacks beside whites, Jews beside Christians, Americans from 49 
states plus the District of Columbia and Guam. Each paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. All died for freedom.  
 All died on our behalf.  
 As we prepare for Memorial Day, we might well ask ourselves: “Am I 
worth their sacrifice? Am I grateful to them? What might I be willing to 
give to bring peace and freedom to the world?”
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

A prayer for Mom 
 A young boy had been misbehaving, so his mother 
sent him to his room. Sometime later, he came out 
and told his mom he’d prayed about the matter. 
“That’s good,” she replied. “If you ask God for help to 
not misbehave, he’ll help you.”  
 “Oh, I didn’t pray for help behaving,” said the 
boy. “I prayed for God to help you put up with me.”  !

A child’s perspective 
 A group of second-graders was quizzed about what 
ingredients their mothers are made of. One child said, 
“God makes mothers out of clouds and angel hair and 
everything nice in the world, and one dab of mean.”  
 To the question 'What does your mom do in her 
spare time?' one youngster said, 'Mothers don't do 
spare time.'  
 When the children were asked “Why did God give 
you your mother and not some other mom?” one child 
replied, “God knew she likes me a lot more than 
other people's moms like me.”

 

A prayer from UMCOR: 
Eliminating Racial Discrimination 
 Regina Henderson, associate general secretary 
of Justice and Relationships for Global Ministries, 
offers a prayer of peace for a world divided by 
race.  

“For Christ himself is our peace, 
who has made us both one and 
has broken down in His flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility.” 
—Ephesians 2:14 

 God of river-flowing justice, 
we pray for a world filled with 
peace amid communities 
divided by race and 
discrimination. Our prayer is 
not to make us color blind for 
we want to experience and 
appreciate all of Your creation. 
We pray, O God, You make our hearts blind to the 
unjust hatred, slothful beliefs, unmerited privilege 
and abusive power. By your Spirit, teach us to see 
all persons as Christ’s beloved. Amen. 

—Regina Henderson, Associate General Secretary, 
Justice and Relationships,  

Global Ministries
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