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✦ Get excited over VBS and Critter Camp!!!
• Register kids!
• Sign up to help!
• Be part of Adult Critter Camp!
✦ Peace with Justice Sunday is June 14
✦ Summer outdoor worship
• Join together for casual and prayerful
services around the fire ring
• First date is June 20
✦ Hunger Task Force — donate food and help
on the food sort day
✦ Walking Program — hop on board!
Informational session is June 28
✦ Little Free Library is open for business.
Make time for summer reading!
✦ School supply drive is underway

Summer praises you, God:
Birds sing, trees clap their
hands, the sun beams, rain
showers announce your
goodness — and we join in.
Hallelujah!

Pastor Tim’s Message
Audra and I just received another invitation to a wedding this summer. It
seems that the summer is filled with invitations. Invitations to graduations, to
weddings, to family reunions, or just to neighborhood barbecues.
It is a really great feeling to be invited somewhere. To hear those three
words, “you are invited” affirms our connection and importance to others. It says
to us that another person finds our company and presence important in their lives.
No one likes to feel excluded. We human beings are social creatures. We thrive in
community and whither in isolation.
Yet, community is something that is harder and harder to keep. In our busy
and fragmented world we quickly move from one thing to another such as family,
work, school activities, friends, errands, extended family and on and on. In many
ways we can feel stretched thin, disconnected in our relationships, or isolated,
even in a crowd.
Into this situation comes an invitation. An invitation to find rest, “Come unto
me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” An
invitation to ease our anxiety, “Do not worry about tomorrow; it will have
enough worries of its own.” An invitation from our God who loves us so much he
took on our flesh to be in a relationship with us and invite, not force or coerce, us
to be in a relationship with each other through the church, the body of Christ.
Through this relationship we find a connection to something larger than
ourselves. We find a common thread to pull together all the many parts of our
lives as we find purpose, belonging, and most importantly, as a community, we
find that we can be a transforming force on the world around us.
In other words, “you are invited.” You are invited to gather as the church to
live out your passions and find your connection with God who cares deeply about
your life. You are invited to be the church for the world. To use your God given
gifts, talent, and blessings to reach out to the disconnected and lonely, maybe a
shut-in, someone in the hospital, the neighbor who you know is stressed out, and
make God’s love real for them through a visit, a phone call, or even a prayerful
note in a card.
So, let us all realize that we are invited to be a community that excludes no
one. A community that continues, in our own way, to reach out in faith, connect
people to Christ, and transform this world by simply saying in the name of love,
“you are invited.”

!

In God’s Love,
Pastor Tim

Outdoor Summer Worship
Services —
June, July, August,
and September

The Saturday outdoor summer
worship services will be returning in
June and run through September.
They will held once a month on
June 20, July 11, August 29, and
September 26 at 6:00 PM. These
services will be held around the fire
ring behind the church and they will
be very casual and prayerful
through the music, readings, and
devotions that we do together. Also,
after we are done you can stick
around to roast hot dogs, make a
S’more, or enjoy the fellowship
around the fire. Come as you are
and worship with us.
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Summer Walking Program

You are invited to join MUMC’s
summer walking program! Led by Erin
Maris, Athletic Trainer and Coach, you
will experience motivational and
inspirational coaching and mentoring.
We will gather for an informational
meeting on Sunday, June 28 after
worship. The walking dates will be
Sundays, July 5-August 9 at 4:00 PM. The
walking routes will vary each week. Join your friends
and commit to improving your health and well being.
This program is sponsored by the Parish Nurse Ministry
Team.

➡ See details from Erin on page 7

**NOTE** — these two mission events are THIS weekend!
Summerfield UMC Saturday meal site

UMCOR Nepal Earthquake
and United States Flood Relief

Saturday, June 6
Saturday, June 6, we will be preparing and serving at the
Summerfield UMC meal site. If you have volunteered to
donate food please have the donations in the kitchen by
1:00 PM that day. If you have volunteered to prepare the meal
please meet in the MUMC kitchen at 1:00 PM. If you are
planning to serve, please be at the church by 3:15 PM. The
meal is served from 4:30 to 6:00 PM at Summerfield UMC,
728 E. Juneau, Milwaukee.

Special collection on June 7

Summer nursery volunteers needed

Debut of the MUMC Little Free Library

On Sunday, June 7, Mission Outreach will be asking the
congregation to donate funds to UMCOR for Nepal
earthquake and US flood relief. Up to $500 in matching funds
from the Outreach Auction will be donated. If you are unable
to be in church on that Sunday and want to make a donation,
a check can be dropped off in the church office. Please make
checks payable to MUMC with Nepal earthquake or US flood
in the memo so the funds can be directed properly.

!!

The Reflections Book is pleased to announce the debut
of our MUMC Little Free Library. A Little Free Library is a
“take a book, return a book” library - anyone may pick up a
book (or two) and bring back another book to share. Look
for our library near the northeast corner of the church
building next to the sidewalk
from the parking lot. Thank
you to Susan Ryan for
registering our library with
the Little Free Library
organization and
coordinating the collection
of books to stock it; to Rick
Take a book.
Gattoni and Lou Henneck
Leave a book.
for supplying the materials,
and constructing and
installing it; and to Katie
Nowak for the amazing artwork.
Thank you to all who have donated books! We are wellstocked on adult fiction and non-fiction, but could still use
additional donations of children’s books. We now have a
“permanent” donation site on the shelves nearest the elevator
in the coat-rack area of the narthex.
Stop by soon and check it out . . . . Happy Reading!

The Staff Parish and Children’s Ministry Teams are
asking for volunteers to cover a Sunday or two through the
summer months so that we can offer uninterrupted childcare
to our young families, one of
the most important ministries
in our church. Youth looking
for service hours—this is the
perfect opportunity for you! A
sign up list is posted outside
the Children’s Ministries
Office. Please sign up for a
Sunday (or two or three) this
summer and share your love
with our youngest church
members. For more
information see Peg Gardner
or Audra O’Brien.

Little Free
Library

!

MUMC nursery moves
to a new location this month!
Our children’s safety is a critical concern for all of us at
MUMC. This includes in the unlikely event of a fire. A
second floor location prohibits the placement of small
children, toddlers and infants into a crib so that they can be
rolled to safety. This flaw was identified by our Emergency
Task Force, and has been
addressed by the
Children’s Ministries
Team. Therefore, in
response, the nursery will
move to the lower level on
June 7 – to the room
across from the bathroom
and next to the playground door. This will make the
playground accessible for the summer months, as well as
provide easy access for young toilet-training children. A crib
is available for both sleeping and rolling children to safety.
We sadly realize this is less convenient for young families,
but feel that safety must unfortunately trump convenience.
Please see Peg Gardner if you have any questions or
concerns, or need help locating the new nursery.

!

School supply drive
for Advocates

The Reflections Book group
will be collecting school supplies for
Advocates again this summer. Any
supplies typically needed for school
would be appreciated, but they have
specifically expressed a need for
backpacks. Donations may be
placed in the collection box labeled
“School Supplies for Advocates”
located in the Narthex. Cash
donations toward the purchase of
back-packs will also be accepted and
may be given to Barb Henneck.
Donation deadline is July 31.

!
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Busy times at MUMC coming in July!
Critter Camp 2015


Critter Camp Adult Bible Study –
“Nature as Spiritual Practice”

July 6-10, Noon-3:30 PM 

(5:00 PM on Thursday)

Monday, July 6 - Friday, July 10
with a one day field trip to
Riveredge Nature Center
on Thursday, July 9
Lunch at Noon, study at 1:00 PM
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is filled with images
of creation. It is a major character in the life of God’s people.
Scripture draws not only images and messages from the natural
world; it describes for us a creation that is in constant praise for
its Creator, teaching us and drawing us
closer to God. Pastor Tim is excited
about this study since we will be using
a field guide to practice a variety of
hand-on spiritual, meditative, and
contemplative activities that will help
us see, and learn from, the created
world around us in a new way as well
as draw us into an even deeper faith life
and walk with God.
Pastor Tim invites you to come to
this Bible study, which will run
alongside our Critter Camp for our
kids, from July 6 to 10 as we use the
book, “Nature as Spiritual Practice” to
raise our awareness and connect the
scriptures to God’s call to care for all of
creation. We will begin our time together with lunch at Noon and
then move into our discussion and activities. Following the Bible
study you are invited to explore the church grounds for
meditation, prayer, or fellowship.
On Thursday, July 9 we will go on the road as we join the
children from Critter Camp for a field trip to Riveredge Nature
Center in Newburg, WI to participate in some nature studies.
Following our return to MUMC, you are invited to stay for a
cookout and evening sing-along.
If you would like to be a part of this study let Pastor Tim
know so he can get you a book.

It’s time to sign up for Critter Camp, so get your
hiking shoes out and plan to hike with us into the great
outdoors! This wonderful program for elementary-aged
students explores the wonders of God’s Creation and is led
by MUMC’s very own naturalist, Linda Mordy. Educators
Schuyler Gardner and Kathy
Sullivan will also join us once again
– Schuyler will be leading our
youngest crew, and Kathy will work
with crafts and missions. We need
your registrations now to get the
t-shirts and materials we need, so
please sign up TODAY. Helpers are
especially needed with our youngest
campers and on our Thursday field
trip to the Riveredge Nature Center
in Newburg, as well as in our
kitchen for lunch and snacks.
The camp starts with lunch each day, followed by
outdoor adventures that include hikes, service activities and
crafts. Each camper will receive a t-shirt, camp bag and
notebook, as well as all of the craft materials. Adults are
invited to participate in the lunch, and then the Bible Study
taking place at the same time as the camp. This is a
wonderful and unique opportunity in our community –
invite friends and neighbors to join us!
A volunteer (or two or three) is needed
to lead/provide our Thursday night
dinner! Audra and Shirley can provide
details – but they will be out on the
field trip until just before dinner.

!

We will have a combined VBS and Critter Camp
dinner on Thursday evening at 5:00 PM, which will include
s’mores around the campfire. Please plan to join us! Sign
up today!

Be involved in VBS — 

kids, youth, and adults!

✦ Invite kids to come — friends’ kids,
relatives’ kids, grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, neighbors’ kids, any kids!

✦ Sign up to help — with games, in the
kitchen, with projects, with skits, with
Bible stories … and more
!4

Sign up now to attend AND to help!
Climb on up 

as VBS sherpas

and Critter Camp cohorts

Sponsor a part of 

our Summer Programs!


VBS 


!

!

July 6-10, 9:00 AM-noon

Registration Now in Progress

This year’s VBS will take the children on a mountain expedition as
they learn about God’s Mighty Power. The snowy fun sounds a little
chilly now, but by July we should all be ready for a little wintry fun! We
have a few registrations but are looking for many more. Please invite your
friends and neighbors, bring your grandkids, nieces and nephews, and
help our camp fill up! Each day will include music, games, Bible stories,
snacks, mission movies and an imagination station with science gizmos
and explorations. We’ll have Bible Buddies once again, music for infants
and toddlers, and surprises every day.

!

We need lots of helpers to make our programs possible –
all ages can help.
this is your chance to give back to your local
➡ Youth,
community as our crew leaders and assistants.
adults — and all adults — this is your chance to
➡ Senior
feel like a kid again!
We are looking for:
• Game leaders
• Bible Story leaders
• Kitchen crew helpers
• Missions project helpers
• Help with decorating and skits
• Crew Leaders – adults and youth!

!

We are getting down to the wire and need your help! Please join our
team and be part of a great week of fun, community building, service and
fellowship. Registration is now in progress for this special week of
activities for young and old. Pick up a form in the narthex for the kids,
and see Peg to volunteer. And remember to invite everyone you know to
come and play!
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Help us cover our Everest VBS and Critter
Camp Costs! You can enhance this community
outreach effort by sponsoring a small part. A
collection of packs and woodland critters has
been taped to the sanctuary windows. On each
one is an item or items that you can donate funds
to provide. Or you can just donate any amount
you’d like to the 2015 VBS/Critter Camp fund.
We realize that not everyone has the time in their
schedule to take a week off and come to help, but
we are hoping that everyone will want to help us
reach children at VBS, or connect with God’s
Creation at Critter Camp.
So pick a pack or woodland critter this week
and help us make this summer’s programs the
best ever church experiences for all the children
we can serve!
OR you may send a donation to the church
office. Make out your check to “MUMC” and put

Peace with Justice Sunday — June 14

Together, we spread the gospel of peace and encourage cooperation
locally, in the United States, and globally.
In Arizona border towns, communities facing social challenges are dramatically divided. In Liberian
villages, citizens’ human rights are being violated. In local U.S. communities, women and girls are being
bought and sold against their will.
Moved by Christ’s love to pursue reconciliation and peace, honoring the dignity of
every individual made in God’s image, The United Methodist Church is unwilling to
turn a blind eye to injustice. Although our congregation lacks the resources alone to
effect change in a broken world, our giving is vital for the UMC to continue its global
ministries of reconciliation. Because of the Peace with Justice Sunday offering, the
people of The United Methodist Church are able to make a difference together by
sowing seeds—and yielding fruit!—of peace.
When you give on Peace with Justice Sunday, your gift makes possible our critical
kingdom work in the world. Because you give:
• Methodists spearhead a peace ministry uniting Arizona border communities
• United Methodists in Liberia are being equipped to implement the
denomination’s Social Principles to address social-justice issue
• Pennsylvania students are educating their community about sex-trafficking at
home and abroad
These initiatives, and hundreds of other ones, are possible because you give.
Peace with Justice Sunday, June 14, this year, is one of the six United Methodist
Special Sundays with offering. Established by the 1988 General Conference, the denomination’s highest
policy-making body, Peace with Justice Sunday supports programs that advocate peace and justice at home
and around the world. Half of the Special Sunday offering is retained in annual conferences to fund local
peace with justice programs. Half is remitted to the General Board of Church & Society to help fund U.S.
and global work in social action, public-policy education and advocacy.

Calling All Graduates

Adult
Spiritual Formation
Opportunities

Please e-mail the church office (office@mequonumc.org)
with the names of any graduates you know from High School,
College, or Technical School. We would like to recognize and
honor them during worship in June.

Lunch Bunch

Music Notes

The Lunch Bunch will be taking a break for the summer
and will return with a brand new study and more delicious
soup in September.

THANKS to ALL of the singers and instrumentalists
who have graced our Sanctuary with their music!

!

We have a wonderful lineup of continued
great musical offerings this summer!

Prayer Breakfasts during the summer
• Women's Prayer Breakfast –
Wednesday, July 1 and August 5
• Men's Prayer Breakfast –
Thursday, July 2 and August 6
All ages are invited to gather at
7:00 AM for a simple breakfast, Bible
study, and prayer. We conclude our
time together with open
Communion. Our breakfast lasts only
an hour, so it is the perfect way to
start your day and begin the month.

Music in worship
June 7 – Marcia Schwager and Bill Church
June 14 – The Shuler Family
June 21 – Jeff and Andrew Widder
June 28 – Quattro Horns
July 5 and July 12 – Graycie/Schuyler Gardner

!!

MUMC Council meetings:
• June meeting cancelled
• July 27 — next meeting

!

S'more Firewood!
!
Will you be doing some tree trimming soon? Do you have some
firewood or kindling you no longer need? If so, the church needs to
replenish its supply of firewood that is used for the summer vesper
services, the VBS dinner and other outdoor events. Pickup and
splitting is available. Contact Ed Mordy at 262-242-8091 for details.
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The Joy of United Methodist Connectedness
— a letter from Connie Pukaite —

!

Our Finance Team met in April just a couple of days before income taxes were due. When we
turned our attention to the church’s budgeted plan for paying our Apportionments of $31,000
to the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church, despite facing a possible
deficit in our local funding, I was struck by my perception that I, and perhaps many of us,
considered apportionments another kind of “tax” we’re “obligated” to pay. Maybe it was
just my perception, but it wasn’t a good feeling … not at all the way I believe God expects
me to feel in service to His church.

!

So, when the Finance Team decided our church community as a whole should
be invited to think about Apportionments, I agreed to pray for God’s guidance
and search for information to share that, hopefully, will generate the sense of
joy that God’s work should inspire in me … in all of us.

!

So. What ARE Apportionments? What DO they do anyway? And, WHY
should they be important to us and our local church when we have so much to
do locally with our dollars?

!

“Apportionments” are gifts contributed by Methodists around the world that
are apportioned – or divided - among many Funds dedicated to support our
world-wide shared connectional efforts to Make Disciples of Jesus Christ for
the Transformation of the World. Our apportionments support and connect us
to many local, national, and international ministries. It is that ‘sharing,’ that
connectedness that makes us unique as Methodists.

!

Apportioned Funds help start new local churches … that’s how Mequon
United Methodist church got started 60 years ago. Apportioned Funds pay
pastors’ moving expenses when they’re reassigned … the move that brought us our Pastor
Tim, Audra and their three beautiful children was supported by Apportioned Funds. Missions
in 165 countries, 103,000 Volunteers in Mission, camps for youth, United Methodist
universities, colleges and campus ministries, clergy education, food programs, job training,
well and home construction and much, much more are all supported by Apportioned Funds.

!

Every week we are challenged to follow in the footsteps of Christ, to love our neighbors as
ourselves, to be in mission to others in the name of our Lord. Apportioned Fund giving helps
us meet those challenges right here in our local area and around the world even when we
cannot physically go and serve as missionaries. What a wonderful opportunity for each and
every one of us.

!

I will be gathering and sharing more information about Apportioned Funds with SPIRE
readers and MUMC worshipers. My prayer is that when we all know more about how those
Funds serve our church ministries and mission, we will support Apportioned Funds giving
enthusiastically in ways unprecedented in our congregation, and know the real joy of being
connected to our Lord’s work around the world.

Hunger Task Force food collection and food sort

MUMC's day to help Hunger Task Force sort food donations is Saturday,
July 11, 2015. This year, Cedarburg United Methodist church volunteers will
join us!
In addition to sorting food, we also hold a food drive to collect donations
that we take with us. The food drive begins on May 31st. Look for the
Hunger Task Force collection boxes throughout the church.
The food sort on July 11th will be held at the Hunger Task Force
warehouse, 201 S Hawley Ct, Milwaukee. We start at 9:00 AM and finish at
12:00 PM. There will be a carpool leaving MUMC at 8:30 AM.
Look for the sign up sheet on the Mission Outreach bulletin board and
come help pack boxes that will be delivered to food pantries, schools, and
senior centers throughout the Milwaukee area.
For more information, contact Marilyn Zwissler, mzwissler@wi.rr.com.
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Summer Walking Program announced by Parish Nurse Team

!

by Erin Maris
“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters
compared to what lies within us.” - Henry David Thoreau.

We live in a world of “gotta do’s.” Our days, weeks and
the natural surroundings of your walk or run as visual
years get chewed up with gotta go to work, gotta put gas in
therapy or meditation. The big bonus that amps up the “feel
the car, gotta get groceries, gotta pay the bills, gotta change
good” state of exercise is adding the benefits that come with
the furnace filters...etc. In a busy world of hyper-speed
laughing and sharing in fellowship with friends. We have
technology, obligations, commitments and responsibilities,
chosen parks, wooded trails, and tranquil lakefront routes to
how much time in the past year have you spent in silence,
help you soak up the beauty of nature. Walking in these
contemplating “what lies within” you?
environments stimulates your senses (sight, smell, and
sounds) will banish stress and keep you motivated for your
When is the last time you asked yourself...How do I
week ahead.
want to spend my day? Have you laid in bed and asked
yourself, “What do I get to do today?” Or do you start your
On Sunday, June 28th, we will gather for an
day with a ticker-tape list of “gotta dos,” chasing your list all
informational only meeting from 10:45 - 11:45 AM directly
day long and into the next ....never
following the worship service. We will
feeling caught up?
talk about goal setting, fitness
techniques, alignment, proper shoes, the
What activity have you put off,
timing and importance of proper
because you felt like you didn’t have
hydration as well as answer any
time or didn’t make time? Is one of
questions you may have.
your answers, “Walking with my
friends”? or how about, “Meaningful,
We will be handing out journal
mindful, walking meditation”? or
sheets to help you keep track of your
“Spending more time in a daily activity
goals, as well as distributing the
outdoors appreciating nature”?
walking guides. They will have
information about the routes, dates and
Our Parish Nurse Team and your
times for our walking programs. For
very own Athletic Trainer and Coach
the sake of planning ahead and
are going to offer you a chance to hop
checking your calendars, the walk dates are
on board a summer walking program,
June
28
—
July 5, 12, 19, 26, and August 2, 9. The
custom built with your own individual needs
walks will begin at 4:00 PM on Sunday
and goals in mind. A personal invitation to
Informational
evenings. The specific locations will be
get fit, fitter and fittest.
meeting
handed out during the June 28th meeting.
Summer is on its way and what better
We are excited that so many of you
time to recharge your spirit, body and mind
July 5 —
expressed an interest in walking and keeping
with a dose of fresh air and friends and
Walking begins
up healthy life choices. Now is the time to
tandem footsteps. Nature provides the grace
step up to the walking program and begin
to restore our outlooks on life. The increased
each
week with an inspirational handout, a
endorphins from the walking makes us feel
dose of motivational coaching and wrap up each walk with a
more positive and the increased heart rate is not only
devotional prayer and a peaceful sense of knowing you did it.
building our cardiovascular strength, it is increasing the
blood flow to the brain and increasing our powers of memory
When you establish sacred time for your walking
and brain strength. Often times a good walk gives us the
appointments each week and then celebrate showing up for
answer to a question we’ve been mulling over. A walk with
yourself, you come into a powerful alignment: as the French
a friend lifts our spirits and theirs. The benefits don’t stop
put it, Joie de vivre, (the joy of living). If you take time
there, exercise is the number one health choice you can make
during your walking meditation to let go of the lists and the
to affect your general health. Fun fact: 6000 steps equals a
have-to-dos you will naturally de-stress and open up to the
mile.
Divine all around you. With this new found white space or
margin you can choose to focus on what lies within you, you
One of the major reasons we exercise and continue to do
might just find yourself whistling or singing as you walk
so is due to the great feelings that come with the release of
about your day lifted and exulted.
endorphins. Endorphins (or endogenous morphine) are
produced by the central nervous system and pituitary gland
I encourage you to embrace the coming summer of 2015
during and after exercise. They are our natural pain and
with a renewed sense of wonder and to set your activity
stress fighters. These “feel good” chemicals are touted for
goals. Join us and step outside of your comfort zone, your
decreasing pain while stimulating feelings of euphoria and
paradigm of self, and explore the abundance of nature trails
strengthening immune responses.
in our very own community.
When you exercise outdoors in communion with nature,
Let your spirit soar this summer and we will see you in
you double your “feel good” chemical production. It isn’t
Fellowship Hall on the 28th of June.
just the increase of endorphins that makes us feel better, but
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Annual Conference

Please keep the 1,000 clergy and lay delegates in prayer as they gather for
Annual Conference in Middleton, WI, June 12-15, including Pastor Tim and Doug
Zwissler who are going to represent MUMC. This year’s agenda includes passing
the Annual Conference’s 2016 budget, deciding which petitions are passed on to the
2016 General Conference in Portland, OR and resolutions to open new churches as
well as close some churches in our conferences. We will also finalize plans to
reorganize circuit ministry and begin operating, as of July 1, with five districts and
five district superintendent, four of whom are new to this position.

Feed My Starving Children — thanks

Thanks to tai chi-ers!

!!

!!

Thank you to those of you who volunteered to help
pack prepackaged meals for the Feed My Starving
Children hunger relief mission. The meals will be sent to
refugee camps, orphanages and schools in 70 of the
poorest countries in the world.
Thank you for taking part in this ecumenical mission
coordinated by the Whitefish Bay UMC.

Many thanks to the tai chi group for the tasty
gift. We are glad that we are able to help out and
keep everyone moving during the winter months.
We’ll think of you doing repulse the monkey,
cloud hands, and rooster stands as we enjoy our
treat from you!
Herb and Ginger Ayres

Mealsite thanks

Thanks to Lunch Bunch!

Thank you for the very generous gift and the
beautiful card. The sentiments that you expressed
on the card are so lovely and mean so much to me.
Thank you again,
Ireene Sullivan

On Thursday, May 28, adults and youth from MUMC
served the meal for the mealsite. There were 190 guests.
When the weather warms up, more people begin to attend
the mealsite. More children are brought out to the meal
than in the frigid temperatures of winter.
Thanks to those who volunteered to serve. And many
thanks for the desserts and fruit that were donated by
MUMC and welcomed by the guests.
Next mealsite dates:
• July 23
• July 30

!
!

!!
Welcome Baby!!

Prayers of joy and celebration are with
the Draughon family as they celebrate the
birth of Sawyer David Price who was born
on April 27. Grandparents are Pappy and
Betty Draughon. Happy parents are Jeremy
and Whitney Price.

!

Dinner Is On Us!
Sonlight Child Development Center
needs to get out the word
about our wonderful ministry.
We have some of the best teachers
and facilities in the area.
We need YOU to tell your
friends and neighbors.

!

For every family that enrolls at Sonlight that was referred by
you (and the family stays enrolled for four weeks and notes that
they heard about Sonlight through you), we will reward you with
a $100 gift card to the Mequon restaurant of your choice.
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With sympathy!

Sadly, the MUMC community
shares our grief with three families this
month. We express our sympathy and
offer many prayers following the
passing of:
• Roger Micheln. Roger passed away at
home after an extended illness.
Roger’s humor and smile will be
genuinely missed at MUMC. Our
prayers go with his wife Jayne, Doug,
Ann and family.
• Gerry Spooner. Gerry passed away
following care at an assisted living
facility where Jack visited her every
day. Our expressions of sympathy go
with Jack and their children Michael,
Mark, and Sandy, plus grandchildren.
• Alice Levenhagen. Many at MUMC
will remember Alice and how
graciously she lived her life. Alice
moved away from Mequon several
years ago. She had been living at the
Veteran’s Home at King, WI. Our
thoughts are with all of Alice’s family
but especially Kathy Sewell-Jensen
who was active at MUMC before she
moved from Mequon to Pewaukee.

Sonlight Scoop
June 2015

Dear MUMC Congregation,
The Spooner and Truntz families, still grieving the loss of our
very dear Gerry, want to again thank Pastor Tim and our wonderful
church family for the prayers, sympathy cards, hugs, and words of
kindness and support during this very sad time for us.
God Bless you All!

Dear MUMC congregation,
Thank you to the congregation for keeping Roger and Jayne in their
caring thoughts and prayers. Thanks to Pastor Tim and all those who
reached out to help Roger and Jayne throughout the years. We really
appreciate the beautiful service, sharing of memories, and music for Roger.
The Micheln Family

Memorials to Alice Levenhagen
Alice Levenhagen’s Memorial Service will be Monday, August 17, 2015 at the
Chapel on the grounds of the Veteran's Home at King in King Wisconsin. The
visitation will start at 11:00 AM with a service at 1:30 PM. There will be a meal
afterward. If someone is interested in making a donation in Alice’s honor, here is
information:
• To Shepherd’s Care, mailed to: 1631 Royalton Street, Waupaca, WI 54981.
Donors will receive a thank you from Shepherd’s Care.
• To the Spiritual Care Dept. at King, mailed to: Wisconsin Veterans Home at
King, N 2665 Cty. Road QQ, King, WI 54946; Attention to: Chaplain Rich.
All donations will be submitted to the Spiritual Care Dept. in honor of Alice.
Donors will receive a thank you from the Veterans Home at King.

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a
ministry of Mequon United Methodist Church, is open to children from
infant through 6 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

Mrs. Linda, our
Nature Lady, took
Mrs. Betty’s class
out to “Plant a
Rainbow”… now
to water!

We are so happy to see some warmer days –
the toddlers had lots of fun with water play!

!!
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HAPPY PLANTING!
Kathy and Sue

My Father’s World - by Ginger Ayres
Picture this. We're driving on I-94,
heading to Minneapolis. We catch up to
the back of an Airstream RV. As we pull
out to pass, we see the whole procession
— a large pickup truck with a full cap ...
pulling an aged Airstream tinged with
more than a bit of rust … AND tied with
large yellow straps to the roof of the
truck cap is an equally aged golf cart,
windshield down, steering wheel
standing up like radar. Re-read that —yes, a golf cart tied on the roof of the
truck cap!!! What’s your first
impression? I was a bit astonished and
had several fleeting thoughts. First, since
this was in April, maybe these were
snowbirds returning north. Or maybe
these folks were headed to a scrap yard.
Or … they need a costly crane to lift the
golf cart up and bring it down. Or maybe
they have a giant ramp! In the end, I
decided I liked the image that they were
just free spirit travelers.
Then we just started laughing! We
laughed at the whole
entourage — at the
golf cart steering
wheel waving to
bridge overpasses, at
the bright yellow
straps, at the thought
of a giant ramp, and
certainly at just the image of a golf cart
riding on top of a truck. We laughed and
stopped and then laughed some more!
One word started to grow in my
mind. Joy! My “free spirit travelers”
find joy in doing what they want,
hopefully having fun, and not caring
about others’ opinions. Joy doesn’t think
about people like me who abhor rust or
people like me who scoff at traveling
down the road with one vehicle tied on
the roof of another. Bottom line:
regardless of the who and where of the
people driving that truck, what joy it
brought us just to laugh!
The word “joy” appears in the Bible
about 200 times. Here’s a few verses for
you to look up and ponder.
• Psalms 47:1 — Clap your hands, all
peoples! Shout to God with loud songs
of joy!
• Romans 15:13 — May the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
• Isaiah 55:12 — For you shall go out in
joy and be led forth in peace; the
mountains and the hills before you
shall break forth into singing, and all
the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.

• Matthew 2:10 — When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with
great joy.
• Ecclesiastes 8:15 — And I commend
joy, for man has no good thing under
the sun but to eat and drink and be
joyful, for this will go with him in his
toil through the days of his life that
God has given him under the sun.
• Psalms 96:11-13 — Let the heavens be
glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the
sea roar, and all that fills it; let the
field exult, and everything in it! Then
shall all the trees of the forest sing for
joy before the LORD, for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth. He
will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples in his faithfulness.
How many times have you sung
“Joy to the world” or “Joyful, joyful we
adore thee”? Surely you sat with a group
somewhere and sang “I’ve got the joy,
joy, joy down in my heart.” Hum that
last song to yourself and
you’ll be humming it all
day. It will bring you
some joy!!
At Lunch Bunch, we
share the opportunity to
bring dessert each week.
Thanks to Harry
Wallace, one week we
had the choice of two pound cakes —
orange or rum -flavored. Pastor Tim
chose rum which was, as it turns out, the
most favored flavor as we went around
the table. When someone came behind
Tim to serve his slice of rum cake, it slid
and bounced off his head onto the table.
Somewhat chagrined, but laughing, a
second slice was served — and headbounced again! Was it real rum? Was it
just a bad day? Nobody cared … we just
chuckled … and chuckled some more.
And our giggling brought feelings of
joy! I’m not even sure I have reported
the tale correctly — it’s the laughter that
I mostly remember. Joy … such a good
word … such a great feeling!
What’s my point? Joy is good for
your body, soul, and mind. There is joy
all around us. Sometimes we make joy
happen. Sometimes it’s right there in
front of us, easy to spot. Sometimes we
have to dig to find it. Sometimes it’s out
on life’s highway; sometimes it’s right
around our table. Looking for joy in
your life is a good endeavor. Go find
some joy!!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Pray for Nepal

Global Ministries Missionary Katherine Parker who
serves as part of the health team of the United Mission
to Nepal, offers specific prayers for the people of
Nepal following the devastating April 25 earthquake.
Please share these points and continue to pray for
Nepal’s recovery as well as the United Methodist relief
response.
• There is anxiety that this event will trigger another
quake on one of Nepal’s other two fault lines and
that more aftershocks will further destabilize
buildings. Please pray Psalm 46 for the assurance
of God's continued presence and protection.
• Please pray for those who have lost loved ones and
those who have lost their shelter either temporarily
or permanently. Please pray for those sleeping
outside that the weather will hold stable and it
won't rain.
• Water shortages are always a problem in
Kathmandu, so please pray that the water supply
will be sufficient and uncontaminated. Please pray
that the temporary outdoor living will not lead to a
cholera outbreak.
• Please pray for our response team traveling to
Kathmandu and for UMN staff as we implement
our emergency response plan to help those in need.
• Please pray for calm and release from fear as the
aftershocks continue.

Priorities

My father used to play with my brother
and me in the yard. Mother would come out
and say, “You’re tearing up the grass.”
“We’re not raising grass,” Dad would
reply. “We’re raising boys.”
—Harmon Killebrew

What is a dad?

A dad is someone who wants to
catch you before you fall
but instead picks you up, brushes you off,
and lets you try again.

!

A dad is someone who wants to
keep you from making mistakes
but instead lets you find your own way,
even though his heart breaks in silence
when you get hurt.

!

A dad is someone who holds you when you cry,
scolds you when you break the rules,
shines with pride when you succeed,
and has faith in you even when you fail.
—Unknown
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