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Mequon United
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

June 2018

Summer is all around MUMC! 

• VBS and Kaleidoscope Kids Camp begin June 18 
• Sign up! Invite children to come! 

• Volunteer! Teens and adults! 

• Donate and support! 

• Come to all-church dinner on June 21! 

• Community Gardens — growing soon! 

• Walking Program starts soon. Get your walking 
shoes ready! 

• Volunteer to mow our MUMC lawns. 

We say "Goodbye" and we say "Hello" 
Pastor Tim and his family move away. 

Pastor Sue arrives. 
(Find the transition schedule on page 4)

On the cusp of summer, Creator 
God, we praise you for warmer 
weather, nature's wonders, and this 
season of both rest and growth.

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Tim’s Message

Goodbye. 
   Thank you. 
      God bless you.

 Saying goodbye is never easy. I knew that some day the time would 
come when I would need to sit down and write this particular pastoral 
letter. But to be honest I am very unprepared to say goodbye to you all.  
 Nine years ago, you graciously welcomed Audra and I along with our 
three very young kids at the time. As I reflect on my time here, we have 
grown as a family and a church.  Over these years it has been my honor 
and pleasure to be in ministry with you as we have welcomed new 
members and families to the church. It has been a joy to see our largest 
ministry, Sonlight Child Development Center, grow from six kids and five 
teachers when I arrived to over 50 kids and 11 staff members currently. 
We’ve grown through our new ministries, especially Family Promise, 
which was a big leap forward in extending ourselves outward to care for 
the homeless families in our county. Through worship we have grown, 
especially through our music program that is always inspiring us. I know 
for me personally I will miss singing and being with the incredible 
musicians of this church community.  
 Over the past nine years, I have been with you in times of grief when 
a loved one has passed away and times of joy during the announcement of 
new birth to your family. I have laughed with you during the small groups. 
I have celebrated momentous times in your lives during weddings, 
baptisms, and graduations. I have worked along side you on our common 
mission to make God’s Love Real.  
 There are so many memories that Audra and I will take with us and 
leave behind. That is why saying goodbye is never easy. When you grow 
to love a person, it is hard to say goodbye. But when, as Audra and I have 
done, you grow to love an entire community of people, it makes it that 
much harder.  
 What helps in this time is to know that as I leave, you will be in good 
hands. I am confident that Pastor Sue is just who you need to take this 
church to the next level in your growth, worship life, and mission. Most 
importantly, you will all be in God’s hands as he continues to hold you 
and walk with you through the next part of your faith journey.  
 As hard as it is, saying goodbye is a part of life. But what a joy to 
know that in that part of life God is with us. Caring for us and guiding us 
as we boldly take that next step forward. So it is with that faithful Spirit 
that Audra and I, along with the kids, say goodbye as we thank you for all 
your love over the years. You will always be in our thoughts and prayers. 
God bless you all and your continued ministry in the name of Jesus Christ.  

In God’s Love, 
Pastor Tim, Audra, Alyssa, Connor, & Madelyn

Annual Conference 
 Please keep the 1,000 clergy and lay delegates in prayer as they gather 
for  Wisconsin UMC Annual Conference in Middleton, WI, June 15-17, 
including Pastor Tim and Randy LeRoy. Randy will be representing MUMC 
for the first time this year. A big thank you to Doug Zwissler who ably served 
as your delegate for the past 10 years. This year’s agenda includes passing 
the Annual Conference’s 2019 budget, implementing some changes made to 
the Book of Discipline as well as resolutions to open new churches and 
continue to expand new ministries taking place throughout the conference. 
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Vacation Bible School and 
Kaleidoscope Kids Camp are coming!!!! 

First day — June 18

Kaleidoscope wants you! 
June 18-21 

Noon - 3:30 PM 
 Our nature and the arts program will 
celebrate its second year in a few weeks, and 
we need your help. More than twenty school-
aged children have signed up to experience the 
outdoors with a focus on the arts. Each day we 
will enjoy music, craft projects, and a church 
service project, as well as games, free time in 
the woods and meadows of MUMC, and the 
kid-favorite Grandmother Willow. But we need 
your help to be successful  

➡Here’s what you can do: 
• Invite your children’s friends to 

participate. It’s more fun with friends! 
• Volunteer! We are very short of helpers. 

Even if you can only come for a day, you 
will make a huge difference! 

• Donate clean, used tin cans. We need at 
least 100, and we’re not even close. 

• Be a cohort and support our program with 
your donations. 

• Attend our all-church dinner on Thursday, 
June 21, at 5:00 PM. 

 This is a huge program in terms of 
drawing children from outside the church and 
sharing God’s love through the arts with them. 
Please be a part of this important mission!

VBS is coming very soon! 
June 18-22, 2018 

9:00 am - Noon 

 It’s time to take a journey on the seven seas with this year’s 
VBS! Join us as we explore all the ways that Jesus rescues us (in our 
regular lives!), as we have fun with wet and wild tropical themes. 
Thanks to all who have come forward to register and help out.  

➡Here’s what you can do now to make our VBS great: 
• Invite your children’s friends to attend with them. It makes it 

more fun for everyone! 
• Volunteer to help out with 

one of our activity stations 
• Teens – we need you to 

lead our crews! The kids 
think adults are old and 
boring! 

• Be a cohort and donate 
funding to support our 
programs 

• Come to our all-church 
dinner to meet our families 
on June 21 at 5:00 PM 

 This week is one of the most powerful times in our Children’s 
Ministry, where children from inside and outside the church have 
lots of fun learning about Jesus. Join us! The registration form is 
available on our church website under Children’s Ministries. http://
www.mequonumc.org/childrens-ministries.html

VBS WORK DAY – JUNE 9 
 On Saturday, June 9, we will be working on our set for 
VBS this year. We will be building a bamboo hut and a 
mountain with a waterfall. We will start at 10:00 AM, and work 
until people need to leave. Lunch will be provided. Please join 
us if you can – many hands make light work! Thank you.

Calling All Graduates 
 Please e-mail the church office (office@mequonumc.org) with the 
names of any graduates you know from High School (future plans?), 
College (name of college, major, future plans), or Technical School 
(name of school, major, future plans). We would like to recognize and 
honor them during worship on Sunday, June 10.

mailto:office@mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org/childrens-ministries.html
http://www.mequonumc.org/childrens-ministries.html
mailto:office@mequonumc.org
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Keep this information on hand as MUMC goes  
through the transition from Pastor Tim to Pastor Sue.

Need to reach a Pastor? 
 If you need pastoral care during 
this transition time please call the 
office first (262-242-4770). 
 If it is an emergency and outside 
of Office Hours (Monday-Thursday, 
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM), here is the 
Pastor schedule. 
Through June 24: Pastor Tim,   
 cell 262-388-4635 
June 25 - July 1: Bill Church,  
 cell 330-832-0995 
After July 1: Pastor Sue Lee, 
 cell 608-228-0066

Keeping track of pastors and dates 
 People will be on the move during the transition. The parsonage will 
be undergoing some renovation (see specifics from Trustees on page 6).  
While that is going on, the O’Briens will be staying at the Baymont Inn. 
Contact them on their cell phones or through the church office.  
 Here are some dates to help you. 

June 3 –  Farewell Picnic for O’Briens 
June 15-18 Wisconsin Annual Conference; Pastor Tim will be attending 
June 15 – O’Briens move to Baymont Inn  
June 16 – Renovation begins at Parsonage 
June 18-22 —VBS 
June 24 – Pastor Tim’s final Sunday  
 Staff Parish Team will be serving coffee and cake after worship  
 to say final good byes. 
June 25 – Move day for O’Briens 
June 30 – Move day for Pastor Sue  
July 1 – Bill Church preaching 
July 8 – Pastor Sue's first day preaching 
 Ice Cream Social (right after worship) 

Welcome Guide for new pastor 
 The SPRC (Staff Parish Relations)team is putting 
together a Welcome Guide to help Pastor Sue Lee get 
acquainted with her 
new community and her new 
parishioners.  In order to 
make this happen, we'd like 
to get input from as many of 
you as possible!    
 To help us with this 
effort, click here to provide 
your ideas and recommendations for local services, 
activities etc. (or type  https://www.research.net/r/
WelcomeToMUMC into your browser). If you prefer to 
respond offline, there is a "Welcome Book" form in the 
office that you can use instead. 
 If you have any questions or would like more 
information, feel free to contact Lauren Schreiner 
at lschreiner1234@gmail.com or 262-893-6158. 
 Thank you in advance for your help with this 
project! From MUMC's SPRC team: Pam Layton, 
Janice Church, Lauren Schreiner, Marilyn Thiet, Glen 
Van Fossen, Doug Zwissler.

Reminder … 
 Please wear your name 
tags at church on Sunday 
mornings. It's helpful for new 
folks and for "old" folks who 
are forgetful! PLUS we ALL 
need to wear them when 
Pastor Sue arrives.

What are  
your favorite 

local services?

Many Musical Thanks! 
 To all those who have enhanced  
our Worship Service with gifts of music! 
  
Music in worship — 
June 3 – Music Appreciation Sunday 
June 10 – Bill Church and Connor O’Brien 
June 17 – Penny Laferriere and Dale Parkinson 
June 24 – Sanctuary Choir and Men’s Choir 
July 1 – Special Music 
July 8 – Sanctuary Choir

https://www.research.net/r/WelcomeToMUMC
https://www.research.net/r/WelcomeToMUMC
mailto:lschreiner1234@gmail.com
https://www.research.net/r/WelcomeToMUMC
https://www.research.net/r/WelcomeToMUMC
mailto:lschreiner1234@gmail.com
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MUMC Community Gardens 
Growing soon!! 
 Our Community Gardens will open as soon as we can 
get our grading contractor onto the site. Because of this late 
start date, we have decided to not charge for the use of a raised 
bed plot this year as long as you commit to renting a plot in 
2019.  
 Our volunteer contractor is patiently waiting for the site to 
dry out so that he can get his equipment into the area. As soon 
as he is done we’ll start 
installing the raised beds and 
garden soil. We will have 
gardening seminars to help 
you get the most out of your 
garden this summer. Let’s 
pray that it stops raining and 
the area dries out so that this 
work can be completed and 
we can start gardening. Have 
faith! 
  If you are interested 
in having a garden plot 
this summer, please 
complete the MUMC garden application form (available on 
website or in the office) and return it to the office. Garden site 
selection will be in order of the date application was received.  
 If all goes well, we will be able to offer up to 30 garden 
sites for the 2019 growing season and hopefully some 
additional elevated (wheelchair accessible) gardens.    
 If you or someone you know would be interested in being 
a part of the MUMC Community Gardens contact a member of 
the Green Team or contact the church office – 
office@mequonumc.org. 

Prayer Breakfasts —  
Pastor Tim's final prayer breakfasts  
will be in June. NO breakfasts in July. 

Women's Prayer Breakfast — 	  
• Wednesday, June 6 — final prayer 

breakfast with Pastor Tim 
•  July - no breakfast 
• Wednesday, August 1 

Men's Prayer Breakfast —  
• Thursday, June 7 — final prayer 

breakfast with Pastor Tim 
•  July — no breakfast 
• Thursday, August 2 

Lunch Bunch is taking  
a summer vacation 

Restart will be September 11 
Enjoy your summer! 

I pledge 
to grow 

more 
food.

Pathfinders needs your support
  Pathfinders staff have spoken at MUMC and engaged 
MUMC volunteers. From their website: "Pathfinders is 
Wisconsin’s oldest and one of Milwaukee’s most 
comprehensive and effective service providers for runaway, 
throwaway, and homeless young people." Pathfinders 
provides shelter, supportive housing, basic needs assistance, 
education, outreach, and more. From time to time, 
Pathfinders has urgent in-kind needs to help support youth. 
Currently, they need donations of:  

• Individual snack items for youth during counseling 
appointments: juice boxes, snack size bags of chips, 
fruit snacks and water. 

• New women's bras sizes 38 and 40 DD. 
• Compact umbrellas. 
• Household cleaning supplies (paper towels, Lysol 

wipes, garbage bags). 
• Baby wipes and personal hygiene wipes for adults. 

  
 Contact development@pathfindersmke.org to make 
arrangements to drop off items or visit http://
pathfindersmke.org/get-involved/make-an-in-kind-donation 
for additional needs. Support Pathfinders’ mission of 
Empowering Youth-Changing Lives. 

MUMC directory is missing photos!  
 Is there a photo of you in the MUMC directory? Is your 
directory info (address, email, phones) up to date? A copy of 
the directory is available on a table in the church narthex. OR 
… find the directory on the church 
website. Go to mequonumc.org. 
Then go to the bottom of the 
home screen and under “Members 
Only” click on Church Directory. 
You will need to enter the MUMC 
password, which is 4mumc. 
 If there is anyone who needs 
a photo taken, Marilyn Thiet will 
take Directory photos during 
fellowship on June 24. Everyone 
is encouraged to check their 
contact information in the 
directory for any needed updates. 
Let the office know if there are any changes in your 
information (office@mequonumc.org or 262-242-4770). If 
there is no picture of you in the directory, please submit one 
or have one taken on June 24 after worship. 

mailto:office@mequonumc.org
mailto:development@pathfindersmke.org
http://pathfindersmke.org/get-involved/make-an-in-kind-donation
http://mequonumc.org
mailto:office@mequonumc.org
mailto:development@pathfindersmke.org
http://pathfindersmke.org/get-involved/make-an-in-kind-donation
http://mequonumc.org
mailto:office@mequonumc.org
mailto:office@mequonumc.org
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Why is there so much activity at the parsonage?
 May has been busy, and June is going to be even busier 
for Trustees. Following the news that Pastor Tim will be 
moved to Stevens Point UMC, Trustees’ responsibilities 
included doing a thorough parsonage inspection and 
determining if refurbishing is needed before Pastor Sue Lee 
arrives. The last time any major improvements were made to 
the parsonage was nine years ago; and the 
main projects then were to re-roof, replace 
obsolete windows, and renovate the 
kitchen. 
 Although 2008 capital improvements 
remain in excellent shape, Trustees now 
have identified a number of parsonage 
functions that have not been upgraded since 
it was built 50 years ago. Of greatest 
concern are a few major issues resulting 
from the wear and tear of time, and 
obsolescence of original materials.  
 Original lead pipe plumbing has deteriorated, leaked and 
must be replaced, which involves removing and replacing 
one or two walls, and possibly a ceiling. Mequon’s infamous 
clay soil pressure has resulted in one basement block-wall 
shifting inward, which requires exterior drainage work and 
interior steel beam reinforcement. Chimney-top bricks have 
deteriorated, requiring replacement, and exterior aluminum 
siding must be repainted to extend its life. Finally, electrical 
service must be upgraded to meet today’s demands, the entire 
interior needs painting and carpeting, the brick patio will be 

re-laid, air conditioning units will be replaced, and new 
foundation landscaping will finish off 2018 parsonage 
projects. 
 Several of these Parsonage improvements were part of 
the Capital Campaign planning, such as fixing drainage 

issues, foundation reinforcement, exterior 
painting, air conditioning, patio restoration 
and landscaping. Some, such as plumbing 
replacement, were unanticipated. But the 
Capital Campaign also raised contingency 
funds for the Trustees’ Reserve to provide 
for unexpected capital needs. Thanks to the 
MUMC family, Trustees have the resources 
to address the parsonage needs at this time. 
 While most of the exterior work will be 
done prior to June 15 when Pastor Tim and 
his family remain in the house, the major 

interior work must be done during the last two weeks in 
June, and be completed – hopefully – before Pastor Sue’s 
move-in.  For that reason, the O’Briens will be staying in a 
nearby motel during Vacation Bible School week until they 
leave for Stevens Point, June 25. 
 This will be an unusual month for Tim, Audra, Alyssa, 
Connor and Madelaine. Trustees regret creating even more 
disturbance than an ordinary move would do. But with the 
help of our entire MUMC family, we hope to make their last 
month with MUMC as pleasant as possible and  
adventuresome!  

MUMC needs YOU this summer 
Your volunteer help is needed all summer.  

• Be an usher 
• Be a liturgist 
• Mow the lawn 
• Pull some weeds 
• support and be a volunteer at VBS 
• Build a set for VBS. 
• Serve at the mealsite in July 
• Help during Family Promise (July 29 - August 5) 

➡ Call the church office to volunteer: 262-242-4770.

Mark your calendar now! 
~~ Ice Cream Social ~~ 

MUMC gathers together  
to welcome Pastor Sue! 
Ice cream and all the toppings!


Sunday, July 8 
Following Pastor Sue's first Sunday worship  

at MUMC 
Fellowship Hall
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Walking: Trim Your Waistline, Improve Your Health

 Ready to reap the benefits of walking? Here's how to get 
started — and stay motivated. Can you really walk your way 
to fitness? You bet! Get started today. 
 Physical activity doesn't need to be complicated. 
Something as simple as a daily brisk walk can help you live a 
healthier life.  
For example, regular brisk walking can help you: 

• Maintain a healthy weight 
• Prevent or manage various conditions, including heart 

disease, high blood pressure and type 2 diabetes 
• Strengthen your bones and muscles 
• Improve your mood 
• Improve your balance and coordination 

 The faster, farther and more frequently you walk, the 
greater the benefits. 

Consider your technique 
 Turning your normal walk into a fitness stride requires 
good posture and purposeful movements. Ideally, here's how 
you'll look when you're walking: 

• Your head is up. You're looking forward, not at the 
ground. 

• Your neck, shoulders and back are relaxed, not stiffly 
upright. 

• You're swinging your arms freely with a slight bend in 
your elbows. A little pumping with your arms is OK. 

• Your stomach muscles are slightly tightened and your 
back is straight, not arched forward or backward. 

• You're walking smoothly, rolling your foot from heel to 
toe. 

Get the right gear 
 As you start your walking routine, remember to get the 
right gear. Choose shoes with proper arch support, a firm heel 
and thick flexible soles to cushion your feet and absorb 
shock. Wear comfortable clothes and gear appropriate for 
various types of weather. If you walk outdoors when it's dark, 
wear bright colors or reflective tape for visibility. 
 Once you take that first step, you're on the way to an 
important destination — better health.   

Resource:  mayoclinic.org 

Join MUMC's 6-week  
Summer Walking Program! 

 The Parish Nurse Ministry Team invites you to join in 
our 6-week summer walking program.  We will be walking 
Sundays, July 8 to August 
12 from 4:00-5:00 PM.  
We will be exploring 
different parks and nature 
preserves in Ozaukee 
County.  Whether you are 
an experienced walker or 
want to begin a walking 
program this opportunity is 
for you!  All parks have 
level walking paths and 
several have stairs or side 
trails as an option for those who want more challenge.  We 
invite individuals, families and friends to join us and commit 
to improving your health and well-being. 

Walking Schedule:   
July 8:  Virmond Park and  
 Donges Bay Gorge — Mequon 
July 15:  Mequon Nature Preserve 
July 22:  Bratt Woods Natural Area — 
 Grafton 
July 29:  Concordia University — Mequon 
August 5:  Highland Woods — Mequon 
August 12:  Lion’s Den Gorge Nature  
 Preserve — Grafton 

• Each week an email will go out to the congregation 
with location and directions to the site.  There will 
also be information in the Sunday bulletins.   

• You are welcome to join us for one walk or all six.   
• Wear comfortable, supportive walking shoes and 

dress for the weather.   
• Don’t forget to bring water to stay hydrated. 
• If you have any questions, please contact Debbie 

LeRoy (262-377-5694) or rleroy@wi.rr.com.

Awash in sunlight 
 St. Francis of Assisi — perhaps best remembered for his love 
of animals and his belief that God cares about them in special 
ways too — was said to have lived with an exuberant “attitude 
of gratitude.” He wrote, “Such love does the sky now pour, that 
whenever I stand in a field, I have to wring the light out when I 
go home.”  
 As summertime begins, what natural wonders amaze you 
and make you grateful: sweet-smelling grass? warm, gentle 
rain? blooming flowers everywhere? pristine, blue skies? Just for 
fun, write an exclamation like that of St. Francis, glorifying God 
for his creation. 
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Missionary update … With apology, the Spire has not had space for the most recent 2-page newsletter from 
the Graners. Before more time passed, page 1 was in the May 2018 issue of the Spire. Here is page 2. MUMC 
supports Missionary Gordon Graner who is currently serving with his wife Ardell in the Dominican Republic.
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Are you smarter than the average United Methodist? Dads Edition
1. True or False: Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, has no        

recorded words in Scripture. 
2. A pastor in the Church of England, what was the name of    
 John Wesley’s father? 
  Charles      
  Edward      
  Samuel      
  William 
3. Which dad was the longest serving bishop in The United 
 Methodist Church? 
  Bishop Escrivao A. Zunguze  
  Bishop Elias Galvan 
  Bishop Emilio de Carvalho 
4. When were the first United Methodist father and daughter 
 ordained together? 
    1974 
    2000 
    1996 
    2016 
5. True or false: The first Father’s Day church service was 
 held at a Methodist Church. 
6. What Methodist daughter first proposed an official day to 
honor fathers? 
 Ann Jarvis 
 Sonora Smart Dodd  
 Frances Willard 

7. Which of the following is true of the “Father of the United 
 States,” George Washington? 
  He is recognized as the “Father of the American  
   Foxhound.”  
  He owned more than 30 dogs. 
  His dogs included three named Tipsy, Drunkard,  
   and Tipler.  
  All of the above 
8. What is the oldest Methodist structure in Pennsylvania,  
 named after one of the church’s founding fathers? 
  Asbury United Methodist Church  
  Boehm’s Chapel 
  Hamorton United Methodist Church  
  Barratt’s Chapel 
9. Who is remembered as the “Father of Methodist   
 Missions”? 
  Thomas Coke  
  Francis Asbury  
  Charles Wesley  
  Richard Whatcoat 
10. Which U.S. president signed the law making Father’s  
 Day a federal holiday? 
  Calvin Coolidge  
  Dwight D. Eisenhower  
  Lyndon Johnson  
  Richard Nixon

Answers:  
1. True or False: Joseph, Jesus’ earthly father, has no     
 recorded words in Scripture. 
  True. Joseph plays a vital role in Jesus’ life and the 
  four Gospels, yet none of his words are recorded in 
  the Bible. 
2. A pastor in the Church of England, what was the first  
 name of John Wesley’s father? 
  Samuel Wesley was clergy of the Church of   
  England, a notable poet, and father to John Wesley 
  who founded Methodism. 
3. Which dad was the longest serving bishop in The United 
 Methodist Church? 
  Bishop Emilio de Carvalho was an active Bishop in 
  his native country of Angola from 1972 to 2000. 
4. When were the first United Methodist father and daughter 
 ordained together? 
  On June 1, 2016, the Rev. Alan Nagel was ordained 
  at the same time as his daughter, the Rev. Tiffany 
  Nagel Monroe. 
5. True or false: The first Father’s Day church service was 
 held at a Methodist Church. 
  True. The first Father’s Day church service was  
  held at Central United Methodist Church in West 
  Virginia. 
6. What Methodist daughter first proposed an official day to 
 honor fathers? 
  Sonora Smart Dodd celebrated her widowed father 
  who raised Sonora and her five siblings on his  
  birthday in June 1920. 

7. Which of the following is true of the “Father of the United 
 States,” George Washington? 
  All of the above. George Washington was   
  recognized by the American Kennel Club for his  
  continuous work with dogs. 
8. What is the oldest Methodist structure in Pennsylvania,  
 named after one of the church’s founding fathers? 
  The chapel is named after Martin Boehm who  
  became a leader of the United Brethren of Christ, a 
  predecessor of The United Methodist Church. 
9. Who is remembered as the “Father of Methodist   
 Missions”? 
  Thomas Coke was president of the Methodist  
  Church in Ireland and first bishop of The Methodist 
  Episcopal Church in America. 
10. Which U.S. president signed the law making Father’s  
 Day a federal holiday? 
  Although many presidents had a hand in creating 
  Father’s Day, President Richard Nixon signed it  
  into law.
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   Regina Anastasi-
Gehrke (Ms Regina) 
has been working with 
kids for over 25 years, 
and she’s been with 
Sonlight about 3 years. 
Regina loves seeing 
when children are 
learning, so she’s been 

active with elementary schools, tutoring, and summer 
schools. Regina has a husband, a 15 year old daughter, and 
a 12 year old son. Faith is very important to Regina, so she 
really likes that she works in a loving Christian 
environment. 

    Tranace Dawson 
(Ms Tranace) has an 
Associate Degree in 
Child Care & 
Development through 
Waukesha County 
Technical College, as 
well as experience in 
foster care, with a 
combined experience of 17 years. Tranace is such a 
positive teacher. She’s great with our afternoon classes, 
taking care to include all of our children in various 
activities and play.

Sonlight Scoop 
June 2018

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a 
ministry of Mequon United Methodist Church, is open to children from 

infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.

 Getting ready for Mother’s Day is always a joy! The kids looked their best for pictures and gifts that went 
home. We love our moms at Sonlight! Now that the weather is nice, we’re going outside a lot. The flowers are 
blossoming, and the trees are blooming. Spring planting has begun! 

 The Sonlight Summer Program is starting on June 11. We are excited to be getting ready for all of the fun. 

Meet the staff at Sonlight 
 Sonlight Child Development Center is an important mission of 
MUMC. It was created by Dick Vogel and Ed Mordy over a decade 
ago, and it is going strong. Sonlight thought it might be nice for you 
to get to know the staff that cares for kids every day of the week. 
Here are two new Sonlight staff.

 If summer storms make you or 
a loved one nervous, the 
perspective one mom offered 
her young son might help.  
 Though lightning can be 
harmful, God created it for 

good: The powerful electricity converts unusable 
nitrogen to nitrate, which plants need for growth 
and human bodies use to produce proteins.  
 The boy was still uncertain, so Mom continued. 
“Did you know there’s lightning in heaven?” (See the 
description of John’s vision in Revelation 4:5.)  

 “And nothing in heaven can hurt,” said the boy, 
catching on.  
 Mom added, “Plus, lightning reminds me that 
Jesus is coming. Matthew (24:27, NIV) says, ‘As 
lightning that comes from the east is visible even in 
the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.’”  
 This summer, as lightning brightens the sky, 
reassure yourself — or a child — of lightning’s 
purpose and wonder.  

—Based on  
“I’m Afraid of Thunder and Lightning,”  

Family Time Story Devotions

A flash of perspective
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Church Staff 
Pastor: Tim O’Brien 
 pastor@mequonumc.org  
Office Manager: DeWayna Cherrington 
 office@mequonumc.org 
Finance Manager: Karen Huffman 
 finance@mequonumc.org 
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson 
 michellehynson@gmail.com 
Organist: Elna Hickson 
 ehickson@wi.rr.com 
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
 shulers4@sbcglobal.net  
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner 
 mumckidstuff@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Olivia Peters 
 olivia.bedran@gmail.com 
Sonlight CDC Director: Sue Lyon 
 info@sonlightcdc.org 
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager 
 mkschwager@sbcglobal.net   

MUMC office: 262-242-4770 
 fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 office@mequonumc.org 
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 Closed Fridays 

Summer Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

Thanks from Arlene's family … 
 Nancy Gruner shares a recent note received from Arlene Ettl's 
daughter, Mary. Arlene resides in a care facility. Her daughter says 
Arlene is experiencing some increasing difficulties, but she remains 
happy and enjoys seeing pictures of her great-grandchildren. Mary 
passes along thanks for the donation of a blanket in Arlene's name 
from MUMC's Blanket Sunday program.

— MUMC's Favorite Recipes — 
 Occasionally a much-loved homemade food item is brought to a MUMC 
"bring something to share" gathering. The Spire shares these recipes. This one is 
from Eileen Hill. She brought it to the potluck when Tiffany Schaefer visited us. 

Green Chili Gnachi 
from Eileen Hill (recipe from Albuquerque,  NM) 

1 c. grits (not instant, I use quick cooking)  
4 c. of milk 
1 tsp. salt 
1/2 stick of butter 
2 eggs, beaten 
2 c. grated cheddar cheese  
2 - 4oz cans djced green chilis, mild 

• Combine first 4 ingredients and heat until butter is melted. Add rest of 
ingredients and stir well. (At this point I sometimes add about 3/4 cup chopped 
cooked chicken and 1/4 cup diced onion.) Pour into a well greased 2 1/2 quart 
casserole dish. 

• Bake at 350 degrees for 1 hour.  Cover last 10 minutes and I add extra cheese 
on top.  I stir mixture about every 20 minutes to make sure grits don't settle to 
the bottom of dish.  Butter may bubble at the top so I remove with paper towel. 

• Excellent Hot or Cold.  Enjoy!!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MUMC is a Reconciling Congregation 
 Mequon United Methodist Church affirms that all people are created in God’s 
image and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ example of love without reservation 
and we sacredly promise to deal compassionately and justly with one another. 
Therefore, this inclusive and nurturing community of faith openly invites and 
welcomes persons of every age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, physical or 
mental ability, ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital status -- any and all 
diversities -- as full participants in the life and work of this reconciling community. 

Words for today, from 1968 
 For America, this marks the 50th anniversary of a turbulent year, which 
included high-profile assassinations, the Vietnam War and civil rights 
protests. Five decades on, turmoil still abounds.  
 May we take hope and inspiration from Robert Kennedy, who, on the 
night of Martin Luther King’s death, replaced a presidential-campaign 
speech with these words:  
 “What we need in the United States is not division; … not hatred; … 
not violence and lawlessness, but … love, and wisdom, and compassion 
toward one another; and a feeling of justice toward those who still suffer 
within our country, whether they be white or … black.”  
 Kennedy added: “We will have difficult times in the future. … But the 
vast majority of white people and … black people in this country want to 
live together … and want justice for all human beings. … Let's dedicate 
ourselves … to tame the savageness of man and make gentle the life of 
this world … and say a prayer for our country and for our people.”


