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Many projects at MUMC offer ways
to show love for a variety of neighbors:

July 2016
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•
•
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Fill the Hunger Task Force boxes with food
Help sort food at Hunger Task Force
Serve at the mealsite
Donate desserts and fruit to serve with
supper at the mealsite
Lend your efforts to beautify our Marsh
Meadow so that others may enjoy the
walking trails
Donate Legos and dominos for the kids at
Sonlight
Volunteer to assist during Family Promise
week at MUMC
Donate to Golden Cross for projects of the
United Methodist Church in Wisconsin
Respond to the appeal for Connectional
Giving (Apportionments)
Save your change — put it in the Kiva jar

• July 11-15
• Sign up kids — yours, nieces and
nephews, grandchildren, neighbors’
and friends’ kids
• Adults and teens — sign up to
help in the kitchen or with
activities
• Donate to help defray the costs

All the earth worships you, God — fields of
wheat, summer rains, birds and woodland
creatures, lakes and streams, sun and
warm breezes. May we, too, praise you!

Pastor Tim’s Message
This week I came across a letter from a good friend of mine who is a United Methodist
pastor serving in Bethlehem. I had written to him during a particularly rough and violent time
to see if he was okay. So, I wish to share a portion of his inspiring message from the land of
the Holy One.
“I never cease to marvel that in the midst of the notorious episodes of violence here in the
Holy Land, the light of Hope refuses to be extinguished. Hope is most meaningful and most
inspiring when it fortifies people to withstand and overcome debilitating despair. The media
saturate the American public with words and images of abject human brutality in the Holy
Land. But they do not capture the truth and I wish they could capture the image of Hope.
Hope is not a chirping Pollyanna optimism. It is the gritty, inspired human resolve against
overwhelming odds to preserve and advance human dignity and decency in the face of
desperate human suffering. Here in the Holy Land, Hope is found in the words of Paul, ‘All
this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us a ministry of
reconciliation’ (2 Cor. 5:18), as we work as Christian reconcilers to help the Palestinians and
Israelis promote justice, pursue peace, speak the truth and dare to dream of a new dawn even
during this deep midnight hour of what seems like endless vengeance and retaliation.”
Surely there is a lot of pain in our world. The pain of losing a loved one. The pain of
violence in our communities and in our world, especially the recent tragic loss of life in
Orlando. The pain of abuse on the bodies and minds of children and adults that comes from
rape, beatings, and poverty. Certainly, life is at times is tough. But then …
We hear the laughter of children at play, we see couples in love holding hands, and we go
to weddings, birthday and anniversary parties. We laugh, we joke, and we smile because there
is hope. Our faith is all about hope. In the midst of unhappy, painful, tragic events our faith
boldly proclaims that the light of love, compassion, and justice will never be extinguished
because it is always stronger than the forces of pain and tragedy in our world. Even death,
which seems such a definite and permanent defeat, is transformed by the loving, living power
of God into a resurrection. No matter what we face in our lives, through the cross of Christ
there is always hope.
It is that hope that gives power to our prayers and passion to our missions. I mean, why do
we need to be in ministry to our community and beyond? Because we know that the hope of
our faith can transform people struggling with addiction, fighting mental illness, dealing with
despair. Hope is what leads us to sacrifice our time, money, and pride to walk with people in
poverty to extend a hand-up, offer forgiveness to restore a relationship, listen to someone we
disagree with to find common ground, or reach out to someone to share our faith story and
pray with them in the midst of their struggles.
So, the next time you encounter some disheartening news, have hope, pause a few
moments, and count the blessings that come easily into your mind. You will see for yourself
reasons for rejoicing and believing that life, on the whole, is filled with hope and is good; that
what God has made is very good indeed.
In God’s Love
Pastor Tim

Outdoor Summer Worship Services

The Saturday outdoor summer worship
services will be returning in July and run through
September. They will be held once a month on
July 23, August 27 and September 24 at 6:00 PM.
These unique services will
be held around the fire ring
behind the church and they
will be very casual and
prayerful through the music,
readings, and devotions that
we do together. Also, after
we are done you can stick
around to roast hot dogs,
make a Smore, or enjoy the
fellowship around the fire.
Come as you are and
worship with us.

River Sounds for Reflections

The Reflections Book Group will return to
Shully’s for River Sounds on Thursday, July 7th.
Musical entertainment by Whiskey Farm begins at
7:00 PM. Shully's will be collecting nonperishable food items at the door to benefit
Ozaukee Family Sharing's food pantry. Reminder
– no outside beverages are permitted on the
premises. Lawn chair suggested.
Looking Ahead . . .
Our September discussion book is All the Light We Cannot See, by
Anthony Doerr.
Please contact Barb Henneck at 238-0707 or
bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more information about the women’s book
group or our summer outing.
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Cave-in for VBS
or become a Critter Camp Co-hort
Sponsor a Part of our Summer Programs!

Critter Camp 2106

July 11-14, Noon-3:30 PM
Adult help is still needed for Critter Camp, so please
consider signing up today. We need help with our youngest
crew of campers, and also with our
crafts and service project.
If you have an elementary aged
child who wants to attend camp but
has not yet signed up to do so, please
call the church office at 262-242-4770,
and register by filling out a form
downloaded from our website or
picked up in the narthex. Don’t delay
another day!

Donations are down, so we are hoping you can help us
cover our Cave Quest VBS and Critter Camp costs this year. A
collection of backpacks and woodland critters has been taped to
the sanctuary windows. On each one is an item or items that
you can donate funds to provide.
Or you can just donate any
amount you’d like to the 2016
Please consider
VBS/Critter Camp fund. We
realize that not everyone has the
oﬀering financial
time in their schedule to take a
support to VBS
week off and come to help, but
and
Critter Camp
we are hoping that everyone will
want to help us reach children at
VBS, or connect with God’s
Creation at Critter Camp. So pick a backpack or woodland
critter this week and help us make this summer’s programs the
best ever church experiences for all the children we can serve!

VBS at MUMC is here!

July 11-15

9:00 AM to Noon
It is not too late to join our VBS this year Cave Quest: Following Jesus – The Light of the World. It
starts very soon - Monday through Friday mornings, July
11-15, from 9:00 AM to noon – so please sign up today! Invite
a friend, neighbor, grandchild, niece or nephew! Registration
forms are
available in the
narthex or on our
website — you
don’t have to wait
until Sunday!

Critter Camp ADULT Bible Study 

“Tending to Eden:
Environmental Stewardship for God’s People”
Monday, July 11- Thursday, July 14
with a one day field trip to Riveredge Nature
Center on Thursday, July 14
Lunch at Noon, study at 1:00 PM
From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible is filled with images
of creation. It is a major character in the life of God’s people.
Scripture draws not only images and messages from the natural
world; it describes for us a creation that is in constant praise for
its Creator, teaching us and drawing us closer to God.
Pastor Tim invites you to come to this Bible study, which
will run alongside our Critter Camp for our kids, from July 11
to July 14 as we use the book, “Tending to Eden” to raise our
awareness and connect the scriptures to God’s call to care for
all of creation. We will begin our time together with lunch at
Noon and then move into our discussion and activities.
Following the Bible study you are invited to explore the church
grounds for meditation, prayer, or fellowship.
On Thursday, July 14 we will go on the road as we join the
children from Critter Camp for a field trip to Riveredge Nature
Center in Newburg, WI to participate in some nature studies.
Following our return to MUMC, you are invited to stay for an
all-church cookout.
If you would like to be a part of this study let Pastor Tim
know so he can get you a book.

Teens and
adults needed!
We still need
teens to lead our
crews of children,
and we need
adults to help out
in the kitchen and
with our activity stations. We also need an adult to work with
our preschoolers. Please share God’s love with the children of
our church and community. Childcare will be available if you
have children under three (those over three can participate in
our program). Please e-mail Peg at mumckidstuff@gmail.com
or call 262-242-4770 and volunteer to help out. Our children
need you! Please sign up today.

VBS-Critter Camp and Bible Study ~~ ALL-CHURCH Dinner
July 14 at 5:00 PM
EVERYONE is invited to join our Critter Campers and Adult Bible Study as we wind up our
week with an all-church dinner at 5:00 PM on Thursday, July 14. We’ll dine in the bug-free sanctions of
Fellowship Hall before venturing out to toast a marshmallow for dessert around the campfire. This is a
great opportunity to meet the families who participated in our programming, and to extend a hand of
welcome to our visitors. Please plan to attend!
Help needed. If you are available to help out with set-up, clean-up or serving, or to provide a
dessert or salad, please let Audra know! Your help is very much appreciated during this busy, BUSY week!
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Helping Hunger Task Force —
food donation AND food sort

Mealsite — July 28
If you know the routine:
Sign up, bring food, come to serve!

1) Food collection through July 9 —

The food collection ends on Saturday, July 9 at 8:00 AM.
High on the list for most wanted
donations are:
• Canned fruit and juice
• Breakfast items, such as
cereal, oatmeal and pancake
mix
• High protein foods such as
peanut butter, canned meats,
canned beans and stews
• Canned vegetables
• Infant formula and baby food
• Dinner items such as pasta,
macaroni & cheese and potato
mixes
• Lunch items such as canned
soups or canned pasta items

If you have never participated
in the mealsite mission:

• MUMC assists at a mealsite on the fourth Thursday of
January, March, May, July, September, and November. In
addition, we serve anytime there is a fifth Thursday. Most
of the food for the meal is supplied by other organizations
or churches. The fourth Thursday menu is always the
same; the main entree is always meatloaf. Guests are
single individuals plus many families with small children.
There may 150-400 guests. The mealsite is run by the St.
Vincent de Paul meal program and is held at All Peoples
Church (2600 N. 2nd St., Milwaukee).
• MUMC volunteers serve the meal to guests along a
cafeteria-type line. OR you may help in the kitchen
(heating vegetables, preparing serving trays, etc.).
Volunteers carpool — leaving MUMC at 4:30 PM and
returning about 6:30 PM.
• Desserts are needed. MUMC always takes all the desserts
for the meal. Items may be brownies, cookies, sheet cakes,
cupcakes, bar cookies. It’s best to provide your dessert in a
disposable container. But, if you want your dessert
container returned, make sure your name is on it.
• Fresh fruit is needed. We donate hold-in-you-hand items
like apples, peaches, bananas, clementines.
• Desserts and fruit should be left on the bench inside the
church front door OR on the table in the parlor by 4:00 PM
on mealsite day.
• Sign up — a page for sign-ups is posted on the bulletin
board inside the church front door. Sign up to be a server
or to bring food … or both!
• If you have questions, call Ireene Sullivan at
262-242-3832.

2) Food sort, July 9 —

On Saturday, July 9, those who
want to carpool can meet Doug Zwissler at church at 8:00 AM.
You will pack up the donated food and leave the church at
8:30 AM.
Marilyn Zwissler will be at the Hunger Task Force
warehouse at 8:45 AM with bagels, coffee, and water.
Everyone must be there by 8:45 AM to sign in. There will be an
orientation at 9:00 AM, then we sort food. Community
Methodist Church of Cedarburg is joining us again this year.
Reminders:
• NO SANDALS! Long pants are recommended, as we are
working with moving equipment.
• The Hunger Task Force warehouse is located at: 201 S.
Hawley Court, Milwaukee, 53214.
• Please contact Marilyn Zwissler with any questions
(414-943-1763).

Adult Spiritual Formation
Opportunities

Marsh Meadow workday

Lunch Bunch is on vacation

Saturday, July 30
9:00 AM – Noon

The Lunch Bunch will be taking a break for the summer
and will return with a brand new study and more delicious soup
on September 6th.

Come and join the fun!!!
There are a few teasel
plants poking their heads
up that need to be removed,
wood chips to put on the
trails, and trees that need to
be trimmed or cut down.
Bring leather gloves,
shovel, by-pass hand snips,
a rake for spreading wood
chips, and a chain saw for
my tree trimmers. Water
and snacks will be
provided.
Questions—call Linda
Mordy 262-242-8091

Prayer Breakfasts:
Women's Prayer Breakfast —

Wednesday, July 6 and August 3

Men's Prayer Breakfast —

Thursday, July 7 and August 4

All ages are invited to gather at 7:00 AM for
a simple breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We
conclude our time together with open
Communion. Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so
it is the perfect way to start your day and begin the
month.
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Summer Walking Program — in July and August

You are invited to join MUMC’s 6-week walking program! The walking dates will be Sundays,
July 10-August 14 from 4:00-5:00 PM. We will be exploring different parks and nature preserves in
Ozaukee County. Whether you are an experienced walker or want to begin a walking program, this is
for you. All parks have level walking paths and several have stairs as an option for
those who want more of a challenge. We invite individuals, families and friends
to join us and commit to improving your health and well-being. This program is
sponsored by the Parish Nurse Ministry Team.
Walking Schedule:
July 10: Rotary Park Mequon (Pukaite Woods)
July 17: Mequon Nature Preserve
July 24: Pleasant Valley Nature Park-Cedarburg
July 31: Concordia University-Mequon
August 7: Riveredge Nature Center-Saukville
August 14: Lion’s Den Gorge Nature Preserve-Grafton
Each week an email will go out to the congregation with location and directions to the site.
There will also be information in the Sunday bulletins. You are welcome to join us for one walk or all
six. Wear comfortable, supportive walking shoes and dress for the weather. Don’t forget to bring
water to stay hydrated.
If you have any questions, please contact Debbie LeRoy (262-377-5694) or rleroy@wi.rr.com.

Imagine No Malaria
Collecting funds throughout
the month of August at MUMC
Continuous efforts are working to
eradicate Malaria around the world!
MUMC continues to support that
effort with a fundraising campaign
that will run through the month of
August. Please consider making a
donation to this worthwhile cause.
Make your checks payable to MUMC
with “Malaria” in notation line.
We have the tools to end deaths
from malaria. Since 2000, mortality
rates have fallen 51% among children
under the age of five.

Legos and Dominos
needed!


Funds will be used in the following ways.
Timely diagnosis —
Rapid-diagnostic tests are expanding the world's ability to confirm malaria
cases in remote settings, ensuring that people get the right treatment when and
where they need it.
Treatment —
Artemisinin-based combination therapies are the front line treatment for
malaria. A full course of treatment costs just $1 and cures a child in one to three
days.
Mosquito nets —
Long-lasting insecticide treated bed nets provide a protective barrier against
mosquitoes at night, and can cover two people per net.
Targeted insect spraying —
Spraying on the inside walls of homes helps kill mosquitoes and reduce the
rate of malaria transmission.
Vaccine development —
Scientists and organizations around the world are working together to
accelerate the development of a malaria vaccine and ensure its availability in the
developing world.
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Sonlight Child Development Center has
a new program for school-age children this
summer, and they would really appreciate
two kinds of toys to keep them busy on long
summer days, as well as after school next
winter. If you have any new or used Legos
or Dominos to donate to our program, please
drop them off in the Children’s Ministries
Office. The children especially like Star
Wars Legos and Lego people of any kind.
Thank you!

Music in worship:
July 3 – Philip Shuler
July 10 – The Gardners
July 17 – The Gardners
July 24 – Hailey Stephany
July 31 – The Shulers

Family Promise
[updates from Ross and Jean Paulus, MUMC Volunteer Coordinators]

MUMC’s host week: July 17-24
Our next Host week is July 17 – 24. The signup sheets are in the Narthex. We
have contacted our two support church coordinators, who are providing their Host
Volunteers for that week. We will still have lots of opportunities for our MUMC
volunteers to participate.
We do have one woman currently in the program. She does have an 8-year old
son, who is living with his father and grandparents. Stephanie is looking for a position
in the caregiver field.
Our Case Manager, Lana, has indicated that there are one or two families that
may need to, and would be eligible, to come into the program in the weeks ahead.
Remaining 2016 host weeks:
Our other two host weeks this year are October 2-9 and December 11-18. Please mark
your calendars and try to keep time available then for Family Promise.
2017 Host weeks:
We have received the proposed calendar for next year. Our four host weeks are February 12-19,
April 30 - May 7, August 27 – September 3, and November 12-19.
Network update:
Lana has been getting a few more calls per week lately. Per usual, if the callers are not a fit for
Family Promise, she directs them to other appropriate agencies in Ozaukee or Washington County.
As always, we gratefully thank everyone for their time, effort, and support.

Dessert Auction and
Rally Day Picnic
Sunday September 11
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On Sunday, September 11, the MUMC Dessert
Auction returns! All proceeds benefit Children’s
Ministries and will be used for activities such as Circuit
Sunday Nights, the Children’s Christmas Program, VBS
and our Sunday School. WE NEED DESSERTS!!!!
Bakers of all degrees of talent are encouraged to
contribute their creations to be auctioned off that
morning. Pies are popular, as are cakes of all kinds. Kids
can even make a pan of brownies, some chocolate chip
cookies, or a no-bake treat to help out!
Please contact Peg or Audra if you can help out in
any way. Plan to come for the fun, the fellowship and
best of all – the food!

Youth Mission Trip in July
The MUMC congregation sends off our youth with
wishes and prayers for safe travels, hard work, fun
camaraderie, and a renewal of faith. This year the youth
travel to Red Lake, MN, homeland of the Red Lake Band
of Chippewa. The youth will be gone July 16-23.
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Congratulations MUMC Graduates — 2016
• Cassandra Bireley — graduated from UWLacrosse and will pursue a Master’s
Degree in Student Personnel and
Administration at Concordia University
this fall
• Madeline Bireley — graduated from UWMadison and has applied for Medical
School for the fall of 2017
• Alex Burns — graduated from Homestead
HS and will be attending the University of
Kansas to study Physical Therapy
• Andrew Debbink — graduated from UWMadison with a Masters in Accounting. He
will be working in Connecticut.
• Nikolai Gardner — graduated from
Homestead HS and will be an intern at
Children’s Hospital through Project Search.

• Justin Kirtley — graduated from
Washington University in St. Louis with a
Masters in Accounting. He will be working
for Deloitte Touche in Milwaukee.
• Sarah Kirtley — graduated from
Homestead HS. she will be attending UWMadison.
• Kevin Schreiner — graduated from UWBeloit with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Computer Science.
• Cassie Shaurette — graduated from
Homestead HS and will be attending UWMadison to pursue a degree in Journalism.
• Ethan Shuler — graduated from University
School of Milwaukee. He will be attending
CU-Boulder, pursuing a dual degree in
Music Performance and Computer Science.

Golden Cross offering helps Wisconsin health and welfare ministries
Each year we collect offerings for a variety of ministries around the world. On Sunday, July 10, we will
have an opportunity to support some ministries that are closer to home. The Golden Cross offering we will
take during worship will go to support these fifteen United Methodist sponsored ministries in Wisconsin.
Ministry
Bellin Health, Green Bay
Cedar Crest, Janesville
Christian Community
Home, Hudson
Evergreen Retirement
Community, Oshkosh
Harbor House Crisis
Shelters, Superior
Hillcrest Family Services
Hmong House of Good
News, Milwaukee
Morrow Memorial Home,
Sparta
Northcott Neighborhood
House, Milwaukee
Schmitt Woodland Hills,
Richland Center
Sheboygan Senior
Community, Sheboygan
UM Children’s Services,
Milwaukee
United Methodist Hospitals
Ministry, Madison
United Methodist Parish
Nurse Ministry
VMP (Manor Park and
Trinity), West Allis

Purpose
Regional medical network serving all ages
and medical conditions
Retirement community offering
independent living to skilled nursing care
Long-term care, senior housing, and
community services
Continuing care retirement community
with living options for seniors
Homeless shelters and transitional living
for women in domestic violence situations
Enhancing the lives of children, families
and adults
Day service center for Hmong elders
providing activities, socialization, and
support
Independent and assisted living, skilled
nursing care for seniors
Serving low income children, young
adults, families
Continuum of residential and community
senior services
Independent and assisted living, skilled
nursing care
Serving low income children and families

Website for more information
www.bellin.org
www.cedarcrestnet.com
www.cchhudson.org
www.evergreenoshkosh.com
www.harborhousecs.org
www.hillcrest-fs.org
www.hmonghouse.org
www.morrowhome.org
www.northcotthouse.org
www.wahsa.org/woodland
www.retiresheboygan.com
www.umcs-wi.org

Hospital chaplaincy services for Wisconsin www.wisconsinumc.org
United Methodists
Parish Nurse services and resources for
www.wisconsinumc.org
Wisconsin United Methodists
Residential and community services for
www.vpmcares.com
seniors in Milwaukee and beyond
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Major repairs needed at church and parsonage
(a report from the MUMC Trustees)
3. Move and elevate A/C condensers on north side, regrade
around foundation to create drainage away from church
(Cost $700 to $1,000)
4. Remove old landscaping, regrade for improved drainage

Earlier in the Spring we reported that Trustees were
working to determine the reasons for and cost of repairing a
number of problems that emerged at the church and parsonage
over the winter/spring. Symptoms of a few of those problems
are:
• peeling paint in Fellowship Hall, and in the Parsonage
finished basement, indicating too much moisture outside
the foundations … likely from gutter and downspout
systems not working properly
• exterior lights that had to be temporarily wired to be
“ON” 24-hours a day due to breaks somewhere under
ground
• a leak into the Pastor’s Office library shelves
• a third costly leak from Parsonage water pipes, which
damaged walls, ceiling and some of
Pastor’s belongings.

At the Parsonage,
1. Replace all original galvanized horizontal water pipes,
replace/restore damaged ceiling & wall sections ($4,000)
2. Correct downspouts, add water diverters, and mud-jack
concrete garage approach to prevent water pooling at
foundation ($1,000)
3. Remove old landscaping, re-grade around foundation to
improve drainage away from house ($5,000)
These necessary repairs require much more
money than we have in the $8,000 in the Trustees’
Reserve. That means MUMC will need to seek a
loan from our Line of Credit from the bank, and find
the means to repay that loan. Finance Committee
has recommended a line-of-credit loan be taken and
repairs be done as recommended by Trustees before
snow flies. The Administrative Council will
consider the recommendation at its meeting after
The Spire deadline. Next steps will be discussed
with members regarding plans for how and when to
seek MUMC members’ donations to pay off this
necessary loan.
We wish we had better news; but keeping up our church
home is just like maintaining your own home. Every once in a
while roofs leak, plumbing stops working right, electrical
problems arise, and you just have to fix them – no choice. The
dilemma is dismaying when several things seem to happen at
once. MUMC Trustees monitor and fix things constantly,
sometimes even donating the money to do those jobs; but
despite our diligence, we have hit a tough spot when a number
of things must be addressed at once. We will appreciate the
support of the whole church family to meet the current needs of
our church.

The symptoms seemed somewhat
benign at first, but Trustees have
discovered that the issues are more
complicated than first thought, and
recommended repair projects are more
costly than expected. But, failure to fix the
issues now will likely result in much bigger
and more costly problems going forward.
Here’s what needs to get done at the
church this summer:
1. Original metal interior of the Yankee Gutter System (46
years old) must be repaired and resealed as soon as
possible to prevent rusting through the metal. Cost:
$32,000 … possibly more if repairs required are greater
than we think now. Replacement of the gutters would
likely be two to three times more than repair.
2. Tear off and re-working of roof over Pastor’s office to
seal area at the juncture of two roof elevations (Cost
quotes pending)

Did you know?

From the Green Team: Ideas and hints to help save the planet.
Fact:
Americans produce an average of over a half ton of garbage per person per year – about 3.5
pounds a day. Most garbage goes to landfills. One answer is recycling. Recycling can save
energy and money. For additional information about recycling, go to the following website:
www.epa.gov/recycle/how-do-i-recycle-common-recyclables. Every day, U.S. papermakers
recycle enough paper to fill a 15-mile-long train of boxcars.
Myth:
You are required to remove staples, labels and stickers from direct mail before recycling.
Fact:
You don’t need to remove staples, labels or stickers from paper products. This material is
removed during the recycling process.
“God is calling us to live differently. The challenges we face are imminent.
GreenFaith provides vision, inspiration, and practical tools to help you
build your faith while inhabiting a creation that is at risk.”
One of the goals of the Green Team is to provide information and education to the
congregation on ways to save the earth where we live. Watch for additional information.

Reduce … Reuse … Recycle
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How does your connectional giving (Apportionments)
make a difference in the world?

(1)
In May and June, information was shared
through The Spire and by letter about how
Apportioned Giving from United Methodist
churches around the world support so many vital
ministries in the name of Christ, serving millions
that no church like ours could support alone. So
many people suffering from disasters, war, famine,
poverty, disease count on us for help; and we
respond through our Apportioned Giving.
This year, Mequon United Methodist Church’s
Apportioned Gift share is $25,524. Through our
apportionment appeal every member and friend of
our church community has the opportunity and
privilege to contribute to our Apportionments, and
one by one the people of MUMC have been doing
just that through this summer.
As of June 25, $7,940 has been contributed
and designated for Apportionments. Thank you to
everyone who has given! We will be encouraging
and accepting Apportioned Gifts throughout the
balance of the year to meet MUMC's share in the
support of our worldwide missions. If you have not
given, please consider what you could share to help
us meet our goal in fully supporting our ministries
around the world.
JUST THINK! OUR Apportioned Giving is
connecting us to our brothers and sisters in faith
to ...
• minister to people who don’t even have the
basics of life – food, clean water, shelter,
sanitation
• stamp out killer diseased that are spread
through poverty
• develop Christian leaders for the church and
the world
• create new places for people to worship and
renew existing congregations
There is such great joy in answering Christ’s call!

(2)
Through Northcott Neighborhood House
One of the strong partners and great stories of our ministry outreach in
the Wisconsin Conference is Northcott Neighborhood House in Milwaukee.
This ministry was begun in 1961 and continues to be a visible expression of
Christ’s love to many in Milwaukee and a testimony of the difference the
Church can make in the lives of people.
In addition to all the support raised directly by the Northcott ministry, a
significant amount of support comes from the Shared Offerings
(apportionments) given through local United Methodist churches in
Wisconsin
The mission of Northcott is to support family stability, provide
educational and recreational programs for youth, lessen neighborhood
tensions, combat community deterioration, and provide various social
services for the residents of Harambee and surrounding neighborhoods. In
these capacities, Northcott Neighborhood House serves approximately
20,000 community residents annually. The agency goals are:
• To empower families to meet their survival needs and to provide good
parenting to their children
• To provide a safe place for youth after school, Saturdays, and in the
summer with recreational and skill-building activities
• To provide the neighborhood with space, activities, and the
opportunity to engage in community building and crime prevention
activities
Northcott Neighborhood House provides the following programs to
meet their mission:
• Youth Programs that serve over 4,000 teens and pre-teens annually in
after school and summer programs focused on educational
enhancement, community participation, and skill building. Leadership
development, sports, and arts are also offered.
• Fresh Starts/Milwaukee Builds which offers job training and on the
job experience in construction and other areas as well as educational
enhancement by helping people get their GED
• Neighborhood Development including building homes and working
to redevelop some of the poorest neighborhoods in Milwaukee.
Northcott is also a leader in sponsoring the Annual Vigil Against
Violence that works to eliminate neighborhood homicides

Kiva … more

Recent issue of The Spire have carried articles about the work of
Kiva. Briefly, Kiva is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization whose mission
is to help people alleviate poverty through small loans.
Through our Outreach team, MUMC has had a Kiva account since
2007. Our Youth Group now participates in selecting individuals to
receive our funds. One borrower they chose is described here.
To support Kiva, you can simply put your loose change in the Kiva
jar in the back of the sanctuary. Thank you!

Sarem
Battambang province, Cambodia

Aged 46 and living in Moung Russey district of Battambang province,
Sarem is a farmer who is responsible for three of her six children, as they are
still students in the local public school. She and her husband manage four
hectares of rainy season rice cultivation and two hectares of sesame planting.
Through her KIVA loan, she purchased one hectare of land to grow more
sesame and increased her family’s income. She paid her loan in full.
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A letter from our Bishop
to all the churches and people
of the Wisconsin annual conference.

Pray for Our World
The will of God. I repeat, the will of God.
The will of God is that all might know the grace and love of
God. The shootings in Orlando grieve our hearts and call us
to prayer. And beyond prayer, they call us to action.
The will of God is that Christian people will stand strong in the face of evil and sin. We are the
people of God. What has happened in our world is a call to action.
No one should live in fear that they will be killed for who they are.
No one in our society should live in fear that they cannot be who they are – in the world, and in the
Church.
No one should live in fear – period!
We are witnessing an atrocity. People seeking to enjoy a time of relaxation and engagement met
with violence and death.
This is not the will of God.
Brothers and sisters in Christ, please hear me. This is not a time of debating issues. This is not a time
of focusing on gun rights or LGBTQ concerns. This is a time of attending to the will of God.
Our God is a God of love, reconciliation, healing and grace. We are witnessing the destruction of
children of God’s own creation. Men and women, created in the image of God, were gunned down
because of who they were born to be. Children of our Holy God were targeted for destruction by a
broken and disturbed individual. We pray for the victims, for the families of the victims, for the
perpetrator, and for the family of the perpetrator. We pray for our world. We pray for a world that is
torn apart by gun violence. We pray for a world where hate and misunderstanding cause so much
harm and pain. We pray for a world where violence is viewed as a solution to any problem. Friends,
please join me in prayer for our world, and for our Church, where we divide our thinking into who is
worthy and who is not. We will never support a world of violence and division. Our vision is always
for a world of harmony and peace.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Grace and Peace,
Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop

American Independence
John Adams, who became
America’s second president, was so
elated when the United States was
about to celebrate independence
from England that he wrote:
“It ought to be commemorated
as the day of deliverance, by solemn
acts of devotion to God Almighty. It
ought to be solemnized with pomp
and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires
and illuminations from one end of this continent to the
other, from this time forward, forevermore.”
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Many thanks to the Lunch

Bunch for the very generous
gift and wonderful card

signed by all. It is my pleasure
to make soup for you!!

Ireene

Sonlight Scoop

the Spire

July 2016

is published monthly by

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as
a ministry of Mequon United Methodist Church, is open to children
from infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.
Summer is finally here! The Sonlight children have already had several
days of swimming! Lots of play on the wonderful MUMC playground, with
great sandcastle building, and strengthening those “swinging” muscles! They
also love to “drive to the store…or the Zoo…or to McDonalds!”
The Sonlight School-Age Program is also off to a great start. Peg
Gardner leads the kids two days a week with fun, interesting activities. They
even get to go to the Mequon Pool, Library and Playground on Thursdays!

Mequon United
Methodist Church
11011 North Oriole Lane 20W
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org
---------Editor: Ginger Ayres
Assistants:
Shirley Campbell, Sandy Christensen,
Chris Debbink, Barb Henneck,
Mavis Luther, Jeff Luther, Ann Miller,
Eleanor Moe, Herb Ayres
---------Deadline for copy: the 25th
of the month prior to publication.
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content and space.
-----------------------------------Church Staff
Pastor: Tim O’Brien
<pastor.mumc@gmail.com>
Office Manager: DeWayna Cherrington
Bookkeeper: Karen Huffman
<finance@mequonumc.org>
262-238-1799
Ministers of Music:
Rick & Michelle Hynson
<michellehynson@gmail.com>
Organist: Elna Hickson
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Peg Randall Gardner
<mumckidstuff@gmail.com>
Youth Director: Ben Gruettner
<bigritty@wi.rr.com>
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler
Sonlight CDC Director: Sue Lyon
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager

Sonlight will be celebrating Independence Day on Thursday, June
30. The children will parade around the front circle at 10:30 AM, followed
by a party on the playground. Parents, siblings, grandparents, and volunteers
are also invited! You may bring a red, white and blue treat, if you’d like!
Happy Independence Day!!!
Sue and Kathy

MUMC office fax: 262-242-9539
MUMC office email:
<office@mequonumc.org>
Office hours:
Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Closed Fridays
Sunday schedule:
9:30 AM: Worship Service
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

Everyone is welcome!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Independence Day
As we celebrate
Independence Day, let us
recall St. Paul’s words to the
Galatians: “You were called to
freedom, brothers and sisters, only do not
use your freedom as an opportunity for selfindulgence … (Galatians 5:13 nrsv). May
God enable us to use our freedom for
service and the love of one another.

MUMC is a Reconciling Congregation
Mequon United Methodist Church affirms that all people are created in God’s
image and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ example of love without reservation
and we sacredly promise to deal compassionately and justly with one another.
Therefore, this inclusive and nurturing community of faith openly invites and
welcomes persons of every age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, physical or
mental ability, ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital status -- any and all
diversities -- as full participants in the life and work of this reconciling community.
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