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Mequon United
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

February 2019

God of love, as we share 
valentines this month, remind us 
also to share practical expressions 
of your love for all: food, shelter, 
clean water, acceptance of 
differences, a helping hand.

Come into MUMC  
for the warmth  

of  worship, fellowship,  
caring, and sharing! 

✦ Worship with us at Children's Sunday 
(February 24) and Boy Scout Sunday 
(February 10) 

✦ February Sundays bring heavenly worship 
music from handbells, children, Sanctuary 
choir and the Women's Choir 

✦ Fellowship happens at Lunch Bunch and 
Reflections (women's book group) 

✦ Find caring and sharing at Prayer Breakfasts 

✦ Share your time and talents by signing up to 
help on Sunday mornings (liturgist, usher, 
Sunday School buddy, and more) 

Pray  for our MUMC church … 
 Breakthrough Prayer — everyday at 11:11 AM 

Pray for our global United Methodist Church … 
General Conference — February 23-26

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Sue’s Message

Breakthrough Prayer 2019 (11:11 Prayer) 
 One of my favorite quotes of St. Augustine is “Pray as though everything 
depended on God. Work as though everything depended on you.” I love this 
statement because it articulates what type of “frame” we should have in practicing 
our faith. We are in partnership with God for the “Kingdom business” on this planet, 
but we can’t do that without God and God will not do it without us. Yet, we usually 
don’t act like we are in a partnership with God, do we?  

 In my 20 years of ministry in the UMC, I’ve seen many ways in which we 
“work as though everything depended on us” without the first part of “praying as 
though everything depended on God.” This is a by-product of the unwritten 
assumption that church life and ministry can be done by human effort alone. 
However, this is not true for the church is not an invention of human beings but of 
God. Here is a fact about churches in the US. Nine of ten churches in America are 
declining or stagnant, and I’m willing to argue that those churches need a 
“breakthrough.” I’d also argue that Mequon UMC also needs a breakthrough. 

    Discouraged? Don’t be! Why? Because this difficult 
reality is also an opportunity for us to pray a breakthrough 
prayer. What is a breakthrough prayer? A breakthrough 
prayer is a prayer that prays for God to unleash the Holy 
Spirit to break through into our church and our lives. As I 
shared on our Breakthrough Kick-off Sunday, January 20, 
our breakthrough prayer team and I invite you to join us in 
praying the Breakthrough Prayer 2019 daily at 11:11 A.M.
(The idea of 11:11 came from our church address 11011 N. 

Oriole Lane.) No, it doesn’t have to be 11:11 A.M. The point is setting aside a time 
to pray the prayer daily. 

 Please pick up the breakthrough prayer card and a 3 minute sand-timer on the 
table in the narthex area, if you have not done yet. Friends, praying together, we can 
“pray continually” (1Thessaloians 5:17) asking God to unleash the Holy Spirit on 
our ministry at Mequon UMC to fill the sanctuary and save people who don’t know 
the Lord yet. Let’s pray together to experience the reality of God in our lives. 

In Christ, 

Sue Lee

MUMC Breakthrough Prayer 2019 
Everyday, set aside time to pray at 11:11 AM  

or at another time convenient to you.   
Don't forget to use your 3-minute timer! 

———————————————————————— 
 This is what the Lord says, he who made the earth, the Lord who formed it 
and established it — the Lord is his name:  “Call to me and I will answer you 
and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.” (Jeremiah 33:2-3)  

	    Lord Jesus, I acknowledge that you are the head of Mequon 
UMC and the power for us to break through.  Pour out your heart 
on my heart and your words in my mouth to make your love real 
to everyone I meet in my daily life. May our church, Mequon UMC, 
experience the great and unsearchable things (Jeremiah 33:3) as 
we call upon your name in total dependence on you.

	    In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord I pray. Amen.
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Children's Sunday — February 24 
“Let Us Pray” 

 On Sunday, February 24, the children of MUMC will be leading the congregation in an exploration of 
prayer. The families of our Sonlight ministry have also been invited to come and participate. There will be 
interactive activities, music, music videos, and much more. Please plan to come and look at prayer from 
new perspectives as you support our children on this important day. Families – please plan to have your 
children there! Want to help? Please see Peg Gardner.

Reflections reads — a custody battle, suspicions, 
opposition, and mysteries  
 The Reflections Book Group will meet Thursday, February 14 at  
7:00 PM in the Parlor. Our February discussion book is Little Fires 
Everywhere, by Celeste Ng.  Here is a brief description from amazon . . .  
  

 In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, 
everything is planned – from the layout of the winding roads, to the 
colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to 
lead. And no one embodies this spirit more 
than Elena Richardson, whose guiding 
principle is playing by the rules. 
 Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic 
artist and single mother – who arrives in 
this idyllic bubble with her teenaged 
daughter Pearl, and rents a house from 
the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl 
become more than tenants: all four 
Richardson children are drawn to the 
mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries 
with her a mysterious past and a 
disregard for the status quo that 
threatens to upend this carefully ordered 
community.  
 When old family friends of the 
Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-
American baby, a custody battle erupts 
that dramatically divides the town--and 
puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides.  Suspicious of Mia and her 
motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But 
her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs.  
  

 Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly for discussion 
and fellowship.  New women are always welcome.  Contact Barb Henneck 
at bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more information about the group or the 
February meeting. 
  
Looking ahead . . .  
Our March discussion book will be A Piece of the World, by Christina 
Baker Kline

How do you know what's  
going on at MUMC? 
 A really quick survey has been emailed 
to the MUMC congregation asking eight 
simple questions about how you find out 
what is happening 
at MUMC (news, 
events, meetings, 
etc.). The purpose 
of this survey is to 
help us understand 
the best ways to 
communicate with 
church members.   
 Please feel 
free to share the 
emailed link with 
others in your household.  If you do not 
have email, you may pick up a copy of the 
survey in the narthex. We would like to 
hear from everyone! 

➡Survey deadline: February 15. 
Please complete the survey soon! 

Scout Sunday — February 10 
 Come! Show your support for our 
young men by their presence at our worship 
service where they will participate and 
make a few comments about their Scouting 
experience.

mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
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Lunch Bunch — new study in February 
 The new study for February will be Forgiveness – 
Finding Peace Through Letting Go by Adam Hamilton. 
This will be on our usual Tuesdays, February 5 – 26, at 
11:00 AM. You don’t 
have to read 
anything to join this 
gathering. Come as 
you are, enjoy the 
DVD presentation 
by one of the most 
persuasive and 
powerful preachers 
in America and join 
the discussion on 
this important topic 
to grow with other followers of Jesus Christ! 
 After the study, join the group for lunch of Ireene's 
delicious homemade soup with bread and dessert.  
 Everyone … anyone … is welcome!!!! 

Women's Prayer Breakfast —  
February gathering cancelled 
 The February prayer breakfast is cancelled because 
Pastor Sue will be on vacation. The next date will be March 
6 at 7:00 AM, in the church parlor. Join the ladies for a time 
of simple breakfast, prayer, sharing a short study from 
Pastor Sue, and communion. 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
February 7 
at the Wooden Goose 
 For the February prayer 
breakfast, the men will gather at 
the Wooden Goose for breakfast 
and a time of sharing. Join them 
there at 7:00 AM. 

Music Notes 
Music in worship: 

February 3 – Handbell Choir 
February 10 – Ellen Shuler 
February 17 – Sanctuary Choir 
February 24 – MUMC and Sonlight Children! 
March 3 – Women’s Choir 

  
Women's Choir —  
past, present, and  
future singers wanted! 
Rehearsals:  
6:00 – 7:00 PM 

• February 10 
• February 17 
• February 24 

SING March 3!!! 

Sunday morning volunteers —  
always needed 
• Liturgists — someone is needed to do the opening 

prayer and Bible reading that are part of Sunday worship. 
Sign up with the online tool or call 
the church office (262-242-4770). 

• Ushers — two ushers are needed 
for worship service. Sign up with 
the online tool or contact the 
church office for access to the 
online signup. 

• Greeters and Coffee Hosts — 
a listing for the entire year is made 
each July. If you are on the list, 
you will receive a reminder email. 
If you would like to change dates 
or are willing to be a substitute, 
please let the church office know. 

• Altar flowers — are needed to add beauty and spirit to 
the worship service each Sunday. The sign up chart for 
2019 is on the wall outside the church office by the 
elevator.  

• Sunday School buddies — to be in the classroom; 
offering minimal assistance to the teacher, if necessary.  

Tai chi — 
You hear the announcements about  
the tai chi class. NOW make a pact  
with yourself to attend!!! 
 MUMC's tai chi class meets 
Mondays and Fridays at 11:00 AM in 
Fellowship Hall. The class starts with 
about 30 minutes of gentle stretching 
and balance exercises, involving every 
joint of the body. The final few 
minutes of the class are filled with an 
easy-to-learn tai chi routine. 
 According to "Medical News 
Today" the health benefits of tai chi 
may include: 

• better mood, with lower levels of 
depression, stress, and anxiety 

• greater aerobic capacity and muscle strength 
• more energy and stamina 
• enhanced flexibility, balance, and agility 
• lower blood pressure and improved heart health 
• reduced inflammation 
• fewer falls 
• other benefits are said to include better sleep quality  

    and an enhanced immune system. 
 No experience is necessary! We're a fun group and 
welcome any and all newcomers. We were all newcomers at 
one time! If you have questions, please contact Herb or 
Ginger at 262-242-7703 or hayres@wi.rr.com 

As this "Spire" 
goes to print, 

there is an 
urgent need for 

Ushers and 
Liturgists in the 

upcoming 
weeks.

Don't look down on anybody unless you're helping him up.
— Jesse Jackson

https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/270644.php
http://www.ctcpjournal.com/article/S1744-3881(12)00080-1/abstract
mailto:hayres@wi.rr.com
https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/270644.php
http://www.ctcpjournal.com/article/S1744-3881(12)00080-1/abstract
mailto:hayres@wi.rr.com
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General Conference 2019 — February 23-26 
Background and introduction to the article below:  

	 The special called session of the General Conference, set for February 23-26 in St. Louis, will 
attempt to find common ground on the issue of same-sex marriage and ordination of homosexuals.  
[Note: General Conference is the only body that can set official policy and speak for the United 
Methodist denomination. The General Conference is an international body of nearly 1,000 delegates 
that represent all annual ("regional") conferences around the world.]

	 The following commentary from the United Methodist News Service is directed at delegates to 
the February special session but the message from this writer can be taken to heart by all United 
Methodists as the church grapples with with the issue of homosexuality. The decision of the General 
Conference 2019 in February could impact all United Methodist churches and all people who are 
United Methodists. 

Commentary: Pastor urges GC2019 delegates to 'be open' 
By the Rev. Sean C. Turner 
Jan. 11, 2019 | STANLEY, N.C. (UMNS)

It is a great honor to be a delegate or bishop or other 
representative to the special General Conference in February, 
and I want these representatives to know that the prayers of 
many people, United Methodists and others, are with you. 
May God’s wisdom guide you as you seek a way forward 
through this quagmire that threatens our denominational 
unity.   

As delegates prepare for February, please consider this 
unsolicited plea from one who was not selected to be in a 
position to cast a vote. My word of the day is "please," with 
all the emotion I can muster in that word. 

Here are my requests for delegates: 

• Please consider all things prayerfully. As John Wesley 
suggested in other instructions, please do this more than 
once. 

• Please laugh each day of the conference. Rejoice in 
God’s joy. 

• Please be well rested before you go. It will be a 
marathon, but it will also be over before you know it. 

• Please go with an open mind. Even if you feel your mind 
is already made up, be open to the movement of the 
Spirit who has a habit of moving in surprising ways. If 
this was such a cut-and-dried matter, we would not still 
be debating it after all these centuries. To attend with a 
closed mind will do harm to The United Methodist 
Church. And doing harm is hardly in the Methodist spirit. 

• Please allow the mind of Christ to be with you and the 
peace of Christ to surround you. Remember the spirit of 
holy conferencing. We have been witness to too many 
“debates” on this that have been nothing more than 
diatribes. There has been too much shouting that merely 
goes past each other. If no one is listening, we will get 
nowhere. 

• Please know that God will not be divided, and the work 
of the Kingdom will go on. 

• Please prayerfully consider that our understanding (or 
lack thereof) of homosexuality has brought us to the 
brink of rupture, as it has already done to other 
denominations. Does the Gospel story, indeed the entire 
panorama from Genesis to Revelation, only allow grace 
in certain situations? 

• If all you can do is quote Scripture, please do not attend. 
Allow another to go in your place. It is never enough to 

know a verse by heart. As our baptismal rite from the 
Evangelical United Brethren tradition asks in that 
wonderful way, will you live a life that becomes the 
gospel? Is Scripture written in your heart or only on 
tablets of stone? 

• Please allow the Spirit to move and live and breathe 
among you. All of you. (Double meaning intended!) 

• Please do not allow us to become the dead sect Mr. 
Wesley feared. 

• Please prayerfully read each of the proposed ways 
forward. 

• Please do not be defined by what you are against. God is 
for all of this very good creation. 

• With tongue somewhat — but only somewhat — in 
cheek, please do not be so heavenly minded that you are 
of no earthly use.   

What you are doing is important. Do not think otherwise. I 
have been a Methodist since birth, a United Methodist since 
the age of 2 (that would have been 1968), a pastor now in my 
24th year, a British Methodist for 14 years while serving in 
England and Scotland, and now a United Methodist again. 
Whatever label I wore, I have always tried to be aware of 
God’s love, grace, humor, joy and mystery. I have seen much 
anger over this, and no emotion at all over the family down 
the road with no food, power or water.   

I am not at all suggesting that our debate on homosexuality is 
unimportant. What I am suggesting is that too much of our 
work to this point has been sinful. Christ’s last command was 
that we love one another. We can do that and be passionate. 
We can do that and vehemently disagree. Just read The Acts 
of the Apostles! 

So, please let us see some anger that is indeed righteous and 
that is filled with a longing that justice will indeed roll down 
like waters. Oh, that God would indeed rip open the heavens 
and come down! But until then, General Conference is the 
best we’ve got. So, one last time, I urge delegates, please be 
clothed in the mind of Christ and may this be a holy 
conference.   

The Rev. Sean C. Turner is the pastor of Hill’s Chapel United 
Methodist Church outside of Charlotte, North Carolina. The 
church is in the Western North Carolina Conference.
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Vaping — what are the facts? 
(This article is presented by the MUMC Parish Nurse Team as a 

continuing effort to promote wellness through educational information.)

 Years of health care research and public health 
information have identified and warned us about the harm 
cause by smoking.  Quitting smoking is one of the best things 
you can do for your health — smoking harms nearly every 
organ in your body, including your heart. Nearly one-third of 
deaths from heart disease are the result of smoking and 
secondhand smoke.  Today the focus has shifted to vaping as 
a new form of smoking using electronic 
cigarettes (e-cigarettes).   
 There are many types of e-cigarette 
or vaping devices. These devices work 
by heating liquids that are inhaled as an 
aerosol vapor. Both youths and adults 
find the lack of smoke appealing. These 
e-liquids contain glycerol, propylene 
glycol (found in antifreeze products), 
nicotine and flavoring. They are not 
comprised of water and natural 
ingredients as many people believe. Unlike traditional 
cigarettes, E-liquids are not FDA regulated — so there are no 
standards a manufacturer has to follow. A 2014 study found 
the amount of nicotine in e-liquid refills is often quite 
different from the amount listed on the package. 
 The e-cigarette devices are known as vape-pens, 
hookahs, box mods and JUULS. JUULs entered the market 
in 2015 and are the most popular e-cigarette. 20 million 
JUULs are sold per month, making up 45 percent of the e-
cigarette market. 

 The JUUL, a slim cartridge that looks like a USB drive 
and charges in a USB port to produce the heat that creates the 
aerosol. JULLs are targeted to the youth market. They are 
easy to buy online and the pods of e-liquid or “juice” come in 
flavors that appeal to kids, including fruit, candy and bubble 
gum. Each JUUL cartridge contains 50 mg of nicotine — 
equivalent to smoking an entire pack of cigarettes. 

    Nicotine is the primary agent in both 
regular cigarettes and e-cigarettes, and 
we know it is highly addictive. It causes 
you to crave a smoke and suffer 
withdrawal symptoms if you ignore the 
craving. Nicotine is also a toxic 
substance. It raises your blood pressure 
and spikes your adrenaline, which 
increases your heart rate and the 
likelihood of having a heart attack. 

    The flavoring chemical found in 
many e-liquids has been linked to lung disease and damage 
due to the aerosols entering the user’s lungs and leaving 
chemical residue behind. A Harvard University study found 
that more than 75 percent of flavored e-cigarettes and e-
liquid contained chemicals linked to severe respiratory 
disease. 
 E-cigarettes are new and constantly changing. That 
means the long-term consequences of these products just 
can’t be predicted.

New Maintenance Staff at MUMC … 
Welcome Marcel! 
 Welcome to our new Maintenance Technician, Marcel 
de Ridder. Marcel will be performing maintenance tasks to 
keep our building properly functioning (monitoring 
systems, changing filters etc).  He will also be assuming 
the custodial duties in the church. 
 Marcel was born in Holland 
but immigrated to the US (via 
Canada) as a youth.  He has  spent 
more than 30 years in sales, 
service, repair and construction of 
roofs and roof gutters.  He is 
proud to say his name is engraved 
on the Workers Walkway 
monument at Miller Park. 
  He and his wife, Sandy, live 
in Mequon.  They have two adult children and two 
grandchildren who they love babysitting for. 
  Tom Hookanson will continue to be responsible for 
the cleaning of the Education Wing.  Tom and Marcel will 
be working together so that they can act as backups to each 
other.

The church as mosaic 
 A mosaic consists of 
thousands of little stones. 
Some are blue, some are 
green, some are yellow, 
some are gold. When we 
bring our faces close to the 
mosaic, we can admire the 
beauty of each stone. But 
as we step back from it, we 
can see that all these little 
stones reveal to us a 
beautiful picture, telling a story none of 
these stones can tell by itself.  
 That is what our life in [the church] 
is about. Each of us is like a little stone, 
but together we reveal the face of God 
to the world. Nobody can say: “I make 
God visible.” But others who see us 
together can say: “They make God 
visible.” [Christian] community is where 
humility and glory touch.  

—Henri J.M. Nouwen 

https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/conditions/adult/cardiovascular_diseases/heart_attack_85,P00702
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/healthlibrary/conditions/adult/cardiovascular_diseases/heart_attack_85,P00702
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Prayer & Gratitude  
by Jim Wells, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation


[www.wumf.org or Facebook/wumf.org or 1-888-903-9863]

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2 Corinthians 9:15)

 Henri Nouwen has said, “As our prayer deepens into constant awareness of 
God’s goodness, the spirit of gratitude grows within us.” This implies a cause and 
effect relationship: prayer causes gratitude. Therefore, it seems that just saying, or 
praying, “Thanks” is not enough. 

 What does prayer do to grow gratitude? 

Focuses us on God. Prayer moves our focus from ourselves to God. It 
reminds us that we are not intended to be self-sufficient, rather, God provides us 
with we need, sometimes, even with the gift that moves us toward God’s grace. 

Reminds us Who is the Giver. God is the giver of all good gifts and 
graces. All of our blessings come from God. Through prayer, we come to recognize 
that we have so much to be thankful for... just pray for the most important people 
and blessings in your life and you will find that the list gets very long very quickly. 

Keeps us Positive. With our eyes on our blessings, we have little room for 
complaining and negativity. One cannot be thankful and negative at the same time. 

Moves us closer to God. Debbie McDaniel has pointed out that prayer, 
“opens up the door for continued blessings. It invites His presence. Our spirits are 
refreshed and renewed in Him. God loves to give good gifts to His children. He 
delights in our thankfulness and pours out His Spirit and favor over those who give 
honor and gratitude to Him.” 

 This is what Stewardship looks like in the Kingdom of God. Let us pray 
ourselves and our churches into the Kingdom.

MUMC Drive-in Movie Thanks 
 Thanks to all who made this year’s MUMC Drive-In 
Movie possible. A great time was had by all who attended! 
First and foremost, thanks to our master chef Shelley Burns, 
who once again fired up the grill and fed us in amazing style, 
with assistance from her able cohorts Doug and Jenna. 
Thanks also to the Children’s Ministry team for help with set-
up, all who helped us pack up at the end of the evening, and 
our amazing youth (and adult) servers. If you would like to 
help support this fun little ministry, which serves the families 
of both MUMC and Sonlight, please mark your donation 
“Drive-In Movie.” Thank you! 

Mealsite thanks 
 MUMC's most recent night to serve at the mealsite was 
January 24. You will remember that was the beginning of a 
span of frigid temperatures. The wind chill at meal time was 
1 degree. Thanks to the MUMC volunteers who came out in 
that weather to serve. However, if you felt cold, think about 
how cold it was for the 130 guests who mostly walked to 
come for this meal. On their behalf, thanks go to everyone 
who baked, brought fruit, and served. 
 The next mealsite date is March 28.

>>>>>>>   Thanks! Thanks! Thanks!   <<<<<<<

Welcome Baby! 
 Francis and Susan Yorio welcomed their 
new grandson, John Francis Clark, into the 
family on January 18, 2019!  He arrived at 
7:38 a.m., weighed 7 pounds, 14 ounces and 
was 19.5 inches long.  John joins parents 
Stephanie Yorio Clark and Ben Clark, along 
with 5-year-old brother Thomas, at their home 
in Van Meter, Iowa.  Congratulations to all!    

http://wumf.org
http://wumf.org
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Mequon United Methodist Church 
2019 Ministry Teams 
Church Council: 
 Chairperson — Joel Huffman 
 Secretary — Shirley Campbell 
 Financial Secretary — Kay Schroeder 
 Treasurer — Doug Zwissler &  
  Karen Huffman  (Accounting Manager) 
 Lay Leader — Glen Van Fossen 
 Lay Members to Annual Conference —  
  Randy LeRoy 
 Newsletter Editor - -Ginger Ayres 
 Publicity — Marketing Team 
 Chairs or representatives from the following teams 

Audio-Visual:  
 Peter Gardner, Randy LeRoy, Dain Shuler 

Children’s Ministry Team: 
 Chair — Gayle Meyer 
 Jen Bertolino, Linda Mordy,  
 Wendy Porterfield, Nan Rilling, Kari Slater 
 Children’s Ministry Director: Peg Gardner 

Family Promise Task-group: 
 Anne Bingham, Pam Layton, Connie Pukaite,  
 Karen Stern, Glen Van Fossen, Marilyn Zwissler 

Finance Team: 
 Chair - Mike Debbink 
 Doug Bertolino, Ed Mordy,  
 Treasurer - Doug Zwissler  
  & Karen Huffman  (Accounting Manager) 
 Financial Secretary - Kay Schroeder 
 Lay Leader - Glen Van Fossen 
 Church Council - Joel Huffman 
 Trustees Chair - Connie Pukaite 
 SPRC Chair: Pam Layton 

Green Team: 
 Chair: __________ 
 Herb Ayres, Cheryl Bair, Bill Church, Jim Layton,  
 Randy LeRoy, Linda Mordy,  
 Wendy Porterfield, Amber Rydholm 

Church Historian: Lauren Schreiner 

Lay Leadership Team: 
 Chair — Pastor Sue Lee 
 Sandy Christensen, Ann Miller, __________ 
 Lay Leader: Glen Van Fossen 

Marketing Team: 
 Chair: __________ 
 Herb Ayres, Ginger Ayres, Doug Burns, Pam Layton,  
 Marcia Schwager 

Mission Outreach Team: 
 Co-Chairs — Karen Huffman, Ireene Sullivan 
 Rick Gattoni, Jim Layton, Karen Stern, Susan Yorio, 
 Marilyn Zwissler  

Parish Nurse Team: 
 Chair: Debbie LeRoy 
 Sandy Christensen, Lisa Gorski, Nancy Gruner,  
 Eileen Hill, Randy LeRoy, Kathy Morgan,  
 Mary Sisney, Nancy Snoots, Sue Solverson 

Sonlight Child Development Center Board: 
 Operations Co-Chair — Mavis Luther  
 Financial Chair — Ed Mordy  
 Pastor — Sue Lee 
 Director of Children’s Ministry — Peg Gardner 
 Members at Large — Cheryl Bair, Pat Dillon,  
 Pat Gattoni, Katie Jackson, Pam Layton, Ross Paulus, 
 Tracy Jackson, Stina Lemery 

Staff Parish Relations Team: 
 Chair — Pam Layton (2019) 
 Janice Church (2019), Marilyn Thiet (2020),  
 Bruce Carter (2020), Mary Sisney (2021) 
 Lay Leader — Glen Van Fossen 
 Lay member to Annual Conference — Randy LeRoy 

Trustees: 
 Chair — Connie Pukaite 
 Busch Buschman, Tom Ellis, Jim Layton, Ed Mordy, 
 Dain Shuler, Bruce Stern 

Welcoming Connections Team: 
 Chair — __________              
 Susan Caldwell, Nancy Gruner, Katie Jackson,   
 Ann Miller, Marilyn Thiet 

Worship Logistics: 
Liturgists Coordinator — Church Office 
Flowers and Altar Decorations —  
  Katie Jackson, Marilyn Meyer 
 Communion Stewards -  
  Pat Stapelkamp, Pat Gattoni,  
  Sandy Christensen, Pat Dillon 
 Ushers — Sandy Christensen 
 Liturgist — Church Office 
 Music Team — Rick Hynson, Michelle Hynson,  
  Ellen Shuler, Elna Hickson 

Youth Ministry Team: 
 Youth Ministry Director: Olivia Peters 
 Ellen Shuler, Ned Sisney, Lynda Stephany,  
 Glen Van Fossen 

BIG Thank You! 
 Many thanks to everyone who stepped 
forward to do anything and everything at or 
for MUMC in 2018. Thanks for your 
support whether it was your time, effort, 
financial funds, or prayers — whether it was 
a big or small task, whether it was many 
tasks or only one. Your support is vital to the 
life of this church. 
 May we go forward in 2019 with renewed 
spirit and enthusiasm!
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15 ways to pray for your pastor 
A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino who works for 
UMC.org at United Methodist Communications.

 The life of a United Methodist pastor is filled with a 
variety of responsibilities. They preach, teach, visit, counsel, 
lead, consult, communicate, budget, clean, and so much more. 

Pastoring a church is not a job 
that can be done well under the 
pastor’s power alone. Every 
pastor relies heavily on God’s 
guidance, strength and peace as 
they live into their call. One of 
the best ways we can support 
our pastors and show them our 

appreciation is to regularly pray for them. But it can be 
difficult to know exactly what we should pray for. To help get 
started, we’ve assembled fifteen areas of pastors’ lives and 
ministries where they would value your prayers. 

1. Spiritual lives 
 Our pastors’ spiritual lives are important to their finding 
the wisdom, strength and guidance necessary to lead a church. 
Pray for your pastors’ growth as a disciple of Jesus Christ, as 
the Holy Spirit works through them to serve your 
congregation and community. 

2. Time management 
 With all of their responsibilities, United Methodist 
pastors need to become masters of their calendars. John 
Wesley knew this back in the 1700s. He instructed the 
preachers, “Never trifle away time.” Pray for your pastors to 
use time wisely, including blocking out occasions for Sabbath 
rest, prayer, work and family. 

3. Families 
 Speaking of families, it is important to remember that our 
ministers may also be a spouse, a parent, and a child to 
parents who have needs. Remember to pray for your pastor’s 
family. 

4. Preaching 
 Delivering a great sermon (and the ones that are less 
than great) takes hours of study and preparation. Pray for your 
pastors as they prepare worship services, sacraments and 
sermons. May they have the words to communicate what God 
has placed on their hearts. 

5. Strength 
 The work of a pastor requires reserves of spiritual and 
emotional strength. Ask God to bolster ministers' hearts and 
minds, especially on days when they feel weak, inadequate, 
or unqualified. 

6. Visiting ministries 
 Visiting people in hospital rooms, nursing homes, 
rehabilitation centers, memory centers, hospice units, homes 
and jail cells, is an important part of your pastor’s job. Pray 
for her or his ability to connect with those who are struggling 
and to share God’s comfort, peace and hope. 

7. Leadership 
 Pastors shepherd their congregations, lead individuals to 
Christ and guide the church as a witness to the work of God 
in our communities. Pray for your pastor’s ability to lead your 
congregation. 

8. Decision-making 
 Being a leader includes making difficult decisions. 
Sometimes that means making a call when the “right answer” 
is elusive. Other times it is about making an unpopular 
choice. Pray for God to guide your pastor’s decisions. 

9. Ministry with the poor 
 Pastors are called upon to help those who do not have 
enough food, rent money, or the ability to pay a utility bill. 
They also lead their congregations to do the same. Pray that 
your pastor has the wisdom and resources necessary to help 
those in need, and that he or she might represent Jesus well to 
those who feel forgotten. 

10. Communication 
 We’ve all sent a note, email or text that is misunderstood 
by the recipient. Ministers reach out to so many people, 
miscommunication is nearly impossible to avoid. Ask God to 
make your pastor’s communication clear and for grace when 
he or she is misunderstood. 

11. Conflict 
 Conflicts sometimes arise when people miscommunicate 
and disagree. Some conflicts are serious, while others are 
petty. Pray for your pastors’ strength, wisdom, patience and 
discernment as they navigate the conflicts that arise. 

12. Vision 
 United Methodist pastors help set the vision for their 
congregations. Pray that your pastor may clearly see where 
God is leading your church and for opportunities for 
ministries to grow in those areas. 

13. Finances 
 Money worries can be a big distraction. Pray for financial 
peace for your pastor, both with the congregation’s budget 
and his or her family finances. 

14. Health 
 Your pastor’s physical health is important. Pray for them 
to take time to care for their bodies through rest, exercise, and 
eating well. 

15. Encouragement 
 Pray for your pastors to be encouraged today. Pray that 
they might know in their hearts the differences they make in 
the lives of individuals, in your congregation, and in your 
community. 
 You can be an answer to prayer when you encourage 
your ministers. Write a note, text or email to let them know 
what a difference they make in your life. They will surely 
appreciate it.

http://www.umcom.org/
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/more-than-10-ways-to-appreciate-your-pastor
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-wesley-john
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/pounding-a-pastor-great-ideas-for-welcoming
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/listen-up-members-how-to-hear-a-sermon-for-all-its-worth
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/the-five-most-difficult-questions-for-pastors
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/getting-in-shape-wesley-health-tips-apply-today-mostly
http://www.umcom.org/
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/more-than-10-ways-to-appreciate-your-pastor
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary-wesley-john
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/pounding-a-pastor-great-ideas-for-welcoming
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/listen-up-members-how-to-hear-a-sermon-for-all-its-worth
http://www.umc.org/how-we-serve/the-five-most-difficult-questions-for-pastors
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/getting-in-shape-wesley-health-tips-apply-today-mostly
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Sonlight Scoop 
February 2019

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 9 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

 January 2019 came in with so much joy! On January 10th we had pajama and teddy 
bear day! The kids were able to enjoy a short movie upstairs and have popcorn! There’s 
nothing better than getting snuggly on a cold winter’s day. When it’s cold we stay warm 
with inside activities, and on the snowy days we go outside to enjoy the snowflakes!   

Happy 2019! 
Marie and Sue

Methodist humor! 
 "How many Methodists does it take to 
change a light bulb? Undetermined. 
Whether you light is bright, dull, or 
completely out, you are loved — you can be 
a light bulb, turnip bulb, or tulip bulb. 
Churchwide lighting service is planned for 
next Sunday. Bring bulb of your choice and 
a covered dish."

Love and laughter go hand in hand! 
 Share these jokes with your beloved on 
February 14 — or whenever some humor can 
brighten a day!  

Q: What valentine did the 
French chef give his wife?  
A: A hug and a quiche  

Q: What did the paper clip 
say to the magnet?  
A: “I find you very 
attractive.”  

Q: What did the pencil say to the paper?  
A: “I dot my i’s on you!”  

Q: How did the phone propose to his girlfriend?  
A: He gave her a ring.  

Q: What do you call a very small valentine?  
A: A valentiny
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Church Staff 
Pastor: Sue Lee 
 pastor@mequonumc.org  
Office Manager: DeWayna Cherrington 
 office@mequonumc.org 
Finance Manager: Karen Huffman 
 finance@mequonumc.org 
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson 
 michellehynson@gmail.com 
Organist: Elna Hickson 
 ehickson@wi.rr.com 
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
 shulers4@sbcglobal.net  
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner 
 mumckidstuff@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Olivia Peters 
 olivia.bedran@gmail.com 
Sonlight CDC Director: Sue Lyon 
 info@sonlightcdc.org 
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager 
 mkschwager@sbcglobal.net   

MUMC office: 262-242-4770 
 fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 office@mequonumc.org 
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 Closed Fridays 
Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
 and Sunday School 
 First Sunday is Family Sunday  
       (no Sunday School) 
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

MUMC’s most requested recipes 
 Occasionally a scrumptious food served at MUMC gets 
the two-thumbs-up request for the recipe. This happens at 
gatherings such as Sunday morning coffee time or Lunch 
Bunch. Here’s some wonderfully-yummy favorites.

Widder Bars 
(Served by Marie at coffee hour recently.) 
Ingredients: 

2 tubes refrigerated chocolate chip cookie dough  
     (I use the larger ones) 
2 packages (8 ounces) cream cheese, softened 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 

Directions: 
• For crust, press one tube of the dough onto the bottom of a greased 9x13" 

 baking pan. 
• In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese, sugar and eggs until smooth. Spread 

over crust.  
• Crumble second tube of dough over top. (you can use 1/2 of the second tube, 

and make cookies with the rest of the unused tube if you wish) 
• Bake at 350° for 35-40 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in the center 

comes out clean. Cool on a wire rack. Refrigerate leftovers. 

Glen's Pie crust 
(Almost everyone knows his mouth-watering pies! But, for those who 
haven't yet tasted one yet, this recipe is from Glen Van Fossen.) 

Ingredients: 
2 cup flour 
1/4 cup milk 
3/4 cup vegetable oil 

Directions: 
• Combine oil and milk. Pour over flour in medium bowl. Stir with a fork until 

well mixed. Press into bottom and up sides of a 9" pie pan; flute edge. OR … 
crust can be rolled out between 2 sheets of waxed paper.  

• If baking crust for a later filling (like a pudding filling), generously prick 
crust bottom and sides with a fork. Bake at 425 for 12-17 minutes. Cool 30 
minutes before filling. 

• If filling before baking (apples, blueberry, etc.), prepare filling and put into 
unbaked crust. Bake at 400 for about 50 minutes (or as directed in pie recipe).

Weirdly compatible 
We’re all a little weird. And life is 
a little weird. And when we find 
someone whose weirdness is 
compatible with ours, we join up 
with them and fall into mutually 
satisfying weirdness — and call it 
love — true love.  

—Robert Fulghum, True Love 
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MUMC is a Reconciling Congregation 
 Mequon United Methodist Church affirms that all people are created in God’s 
image and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ example of love without reservation 
and we sacredly promise to deal compassionately and justly with one another. 
Therefore, this inclusive and nurturing community of faith openly invites and 
welcomes persons of every age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, physical or 
mental ability, ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital status -- any and all 
diversities -- as full participants in the life and work of this reconciling community. 

Neighborly love 
 As an ordained minister, Fred Rogers harnessed the power of television to 
tell children they were loved — and to show them how to love others. In You 
Are Special, he writes, “When we love a person, we accept him or her 
exactly as is: the lovely with the unlovely, the strong along with the fearful, 
the true mixed in with the façade, and of course, the only way we can do it is 
by accepting ourselves that way.”  
 In a review of the touching documentary Won’t You Be My Neighbor? a 
writer for Variety notes: “Rogers’ real secret was … that the call to love your 
neighbor as yourself isn’t a slogan to hang in your kitchen with flowers 
around it — it’s a decision you make at every moment, to view every man, 
woman and child on earth as your neighbor. If you don’t see and feel that, 
and act on it, then you’re just another narcissist with a kitchen slogan.”  
 Last October, when a synagogue shooting shattered the peace of Rogers’ 
real-life former neighborhood, residents of all religions embraced one 
another as neighbors. Afterward, the Fred Rogers Center stated, “We long for 
a day when there is no more tragedy born from hatred.”


