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February activities at MUMC —
filled with fun, spirit,
fellowship, encouragement, and
opportunities to offer a helping a hand
• Celebrate Diversity Sunday on February 12
• Provide sustenance for Family Promise guests —
meals are needed
• Work on managing your stress — come to a program
after worship on February 19
• Explore history and prophecies of the Bible with
Lunch Bunch — every Tuesday
• Read some gripping, emotional books with
Reflections book group
• Volunteer for Interfaith Caregivers, helping older
adults in Ozaukee County
• Looking forward to March -Ash Wednesday pancake supper and worship service
on March 1st
• Looking way forward to summer —
Put “Maker Fun Factory” VBS and Kaleidoscope
Camp on you mid-June calendars

God of love, as we share
valentines this month, remind us
also to share practical expressions
of your love for all: food, shelter,
clean water, acceptance of
differences, a helping hand.

Pastor Tim’s Message
I never really thought much about Valentine’s Day. It was a day that
meant if I had a girlfriend I had to take some time to get something nice and if
I didn’t have one it was a day that just rubbed my nose in the fact I was alone.
That all changed on October 18, 2003 when I proposed to Audra. After she
said yes, which actually happened the next day and is a different story, we had
to pick a date for our wedding. Since we didn’t want to wait too long but
needed some time to get ready, I remember saying, “Why not Valentine’s
Day? It was perfect. It was only four months away. It was a day about love
and best of all I would never forget my anniversary.
So, as another February 14 rolls around, I received a letter from the kids
school that put this upcoming Valentine’s Day into perspective for me. They
have to get ready to exchange valentines. You remember this day, right? The
day when we were expected to give a valentine card to everybody in our class,
whether we like them or not. As I was reading this letter, it hit me that maybe
this time needs to be about celebrating a wider love. In the Gospel of Luke,
Jesus says, “If you love only those who love you, why should you get credit
for that? Even sinners love those who love them”
It is a good thing to express our love to those closest to us. Our world
would be a better place if we said and showed our love more often. But Jesus
tells us to love, not just those who love us back, but also those who may never
show it in return. As anyone who has ever been in love knows, love is about
sacrifice and putting others first. We all have people to love and our challenge
as followers of Jesus is to see and love both those people closest to us and
those who are the sidelines or may be hard to love at times. As we come to this
next Valentine’s Day and beyond, let’s think about how we can express our
love and do good to everyone that God puts in our path.
In God’s endless love,
Pastor Tim

Diversity Sunday
Sunday, February 12
On Sunday, February 12 we will hold our sixth annual Diversity Sunday.
The purpose of Diversity Sunday is to highlight our Welcoming Statement
printed on the back of our weekly Sunday bulletin. Or read it now — it’s on the
bottom of this page.
This year we will be focusing on homelessness and hunger. Representatives
from Repairers of the Breach will speak to share their stories as well as ways we
can help the homeless in our community.
It is our hope that by raising awareness and gaining understanding we will
move closer to becoming a welcoming faith community that is making God’s
love real for all.

MUMC’s Welcoming Statement
Mequon United Methodist Church affirms that all people are created in God’s
image and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ example of love without reservation
and we sacredly promise to deal compassionately and justly with one another.
Therefore, this inclusive and nurturing community of faith openly invites and welcomes
persons of every age, gender identity, sexual orientation, race, physical or mental ability,
ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital status -- any and all diversities -- as full
participants in the life and work of this reconciling community.
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Feeling stressed??
Come to this program on stress management.
11:00 AM — noon
Sunday, February 19
Refreshments will be served.
Stress typically describes a negative condition that can affect a person’s mental and
physical well-being. Join Marilyn Zwissler, MA, CPLP after worship on February 19, as she
presents an introduction to stress management. Marilyn will discuss how stress affects the
brain and body. She will help us understand how to relieve stress with prayer/meditation, art,
music, diet, exercise and sleep. This will be an interactive program with activities and games.
Marilyn holds a Master’s of Adult Education and Organizational Development and has more
than 25 years experience in the corporate learning and development profession.
This program is sponsored by
the MUMC Parish Nurse Ministry Team.

Book group reads emotionally charged coming-of-age novel
The Reflections Book Group will meet Thursday,
February 9 at 7:00 PM in the Parlor. Our discussion book
will be Tell the Wolves I’m Home, by Carol Rifka Brunt.

Looking ahead . . .

➡You’ve never come to Reflections?

Now is the time. This is the book for
March. There’s plenty of time to get it
(library, Kindle, etc.) and read it before the
March gathering.

From amazon.com . . .
1987. There’s only one person who has ever
truly understood fourteen-year-old June Elbus,
and that’s her uncle, the renowned
painter Finn Weiss. Shy at school
and distant from her older sister,
June can only be herself in Finn’s
company; he is her godfather,
confidant, and best friend. So when
he dies, far too young, of a
mysterious illness her mother can
barely speak about, June’s world is
turned upside down. But Finn’s
death brings a surprise
acquaintance into June’s life—
someone who will help her to heal,
and to question what she thinks she
knows about Finn, her family, and even her
own heart.

Our March meeting is Thursday, March 9th. Our
discussion book will be The One-in-a-Million Boy, by
Monica Wood.
From amazon.com . . .
For years, guitarist Quinn Porter has been on the
road, chasing gig after gig, largely absent to his
twice-ex-wife Belle and their odd, Guinness records–
obsessed son. When the boy dies suddenly,
Quinn seeks forgiveness for his paternal
shortcomings by completing the
requirements for his son’s unfinished
Boy Scout badge.
For seven Saturdays, Quinn does
yard work for Ona Vitkus, the wily 104year-old Lithuanian immigrant the boy
had visited weekly. Quinn soon
discovers that the boy had talked Ona
into gunning for the world record for
Oldest Licensed Driver — and that’s the
least of her secrets. Despite himself,
Quinn picks up where the boy left off,
forging a friendship with Ona that allows him to
know the son he never understood, a boy who was
always listening, always learning.
The One-in-a-Million Boy is a richly layered
novel of hearts broken seemingly beyond repair and
then bound by a stunning act of human devotion.

An emotionally charged coming-of-age
novel, Tell the Wolves I’m Home is a tender
story of love lost and found, an unforgettable
portrait of the way compassion can make us
whole again.
Reflections is a women’s book group that meets the
second Thursday evening each month for discussion and
fellowship. New women are always welcome. Contact
Barb Henneck at bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more
information about the group.
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Ash Wednesday – March 1
Pancake Supper – 6:15 PM
Worship Service – 7:00 PM
Ash Wednesday, is the first day of Lent, the 40 days that precedes Holy
Week and Easter. In the Christian Scriptures the number 40 relates to the
period spent in the Ark by Noah, the period spent by Israel seeking the
Promised Land after the Exodus, and the amount of time Jesus was in the
Wilderness after his baptism and prior to beginning his ministry. For us, the
Season of Lent is an invitation to 40 days of renewal ("Lent" means "spring"),
40 days to prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of Easter through
deeper disciplines of prayer, fasting, and service. And so we begin this holy
time with Ash Wednesday. Ashes are the traditional sign of sorrow and
repentance and are also a sign of our mortality.
Normally before Ash Wednesday, there would be a celebration where
people would gather to eat up all the foods (which would include eggs,
dairy products, and sugar) that would be refrained from during the fasting
in Lent. On this night, we eat pancakes as a way to honor this tradition as
we get our hearts ready for Lent. I hope and pray you will come on this
holy night as we remind ourselves that in the midst of our fragileness and
mortality, we are held up in the hands of God’s grace and love.

Lent Event 2017 – The Lord’s Supper
Sunday, March 19 at 4:00 PM
An all-church event —
all ages, families, and friends.
Everyone!

Join us as we learn about Lent through a series of
hands-on workshops. We will be learning about the
meal Jesus shared with his disciples in the upper room
through a giant board game, creation of a communion
cloth, baking bread, watching a short film, washing
feet, and finally sharing a simple meal together.
This workshop is designed for people of ALL ages,
and families are invited to experience this together. You
do not have to have children to attend! Experience this
critical event in our understanding of Lent in a new way
– Sunday, March 19, at 4:00 PM.

Adult Spiritual Formation
Opportunities
Lunch Bunch
Bible Study – 11:00 AM
Lunch – 12:00 noon

The Lunch Bunch will be continuing its study
looking at the history of the Bible starting with the
time of kings and going into the New Testament era
of Jesus. We will look at how the historical context of
the Bible shapes our interpretation. We will also
explore the many prophecies made in the Old
Testament and how they connect with the New
Testament.
Please come and join us for this interesting study
and take part in our lively discussions. After our
study we join in a simple lunch with some delicious
homemade soup as well as some great fellowship.
Come join us for a time to feed our bodies and our
souls - you are welcome anytime, every time!

Prayer Breakfasts:

Women's Prayer Breakfast —
Wednesday, March 1

Men's Prayer Breakfast —
Thursday, March 2
All ages are invited to gather at
7:00 AM for a simple breakfast, Bible
study, and prayer. We conclude our time
together with open Communion. Our
breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the
perfect way to start your day and begin
the month.

!4

Family Promise updates
From Volunteer Coordinators, Ross & Jean Paulus

Our next Host week: February 12-19.
It’s coming soon!
The signup sheets are out in the Narthex.
There currently is 1one single female, a mother with a 3-year old, and an
expectant mother in the program.
When our initial training was done, there were many volunteers that indicated that
they would be able to prepare, serve, and cleanup for a meal. Most of these volunteers
have not been needed, as one of our support churches had been doing this for three
evening meals during each host week. That church has now decided to put their
outreach efforts to other endeavors.
As you can see, that means that all of those MUMC meal volunteers that have not
been needed will now have a lot of opportunity to help us with the MUMC Family
Promise mission. We truly do need your help with this ministry. This is not a difficult
task. You can certainly team up with other volunteers to come up with the food items
for a well-rounded meal – like salad/veggies, main course, and dessert – and then
setup the table, serve it, and then cleanup.
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask us, or talk with the LeRoys,
Katie Jackson, or Karen Huffman. We are happy to say that our past guests have
expressed how pleased they are with the meals they receive at MUMC.
We are counting on all of our MUMC volunteers to continue to faithfully serve
this ministry to give people in a tough situation a good meal and a safe place to sleep.

More help is
needed now.
Volunteer to
provide meals
for our guests.
Read details
here.

The next Host Week dates for 2017 are:
• April 30 – May 7
• August 27 – September 3
• November 12-19

Continually seeking:
• Altar flower volunteers for 2017 —
Sign up to provide flowers for the
church altar on Sundays. Beautify the
church during Sunday worship while you
lift up the memory of someone or to
honor a celebrated event (birthday,
anniversary, etc.). The flower chart for
2017 is posted on the wall near the church
office (across from the elevator). Or call
the church office at 242-4770.

Watch your gift grow

• Liturgists —

The task is simple — you help at the beginning of Sunday
morning worship by leading the opening responsive reading and
prayer; later in the service, you read selected verses from the Bible;
and lastly, if your date falls on the first Sunday, you assist with
communion. For questions and to volunteer, contact Pastor Tim
(pastor.mumc@gmail.com or 242-4770).

• Tai chi exercisers —

Come on Monday and Friday at 11:00 AM.
We do simple exercises for about a half hour
that work on moving joints and improving
balance. Then we do a simple tai chi routine —
easy to learn. Join us — it will make you feel
good! Questions — call Herb or Ginger Ayres
at 262-242-7703.
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You can help strengthen the capacity of
Family Promise to provide professional
counseling, food and shelter to homeless women
and families in Ozaukee County by making a
donation to PromiseMatch Ozaukee 2017 on or
before Match Day, Thursday, March 23.
Simply visit www.familypromiseoz.org, to
make a gift to Family Promise and you'll make a
difference in the lives of families in need in
Ozaukee County. All PromiseMatch gifts will be
doubled, thanks to a pool of matching funds
generously donated by local foundations; and will
help women and families in our community meet
their basic needs at a most difficult time in their
lives.
Help spread the word. Tell your friends and
family why you think they should help us
with their donations to PromiseMatch. Be our
champion, and help our Family Promise network
strengthen our capacity to serve!

Meeting Needs —
a report from MUMC Trustees and MUMC Church Council
Since early last summer, Trustees have been reporting almost monthly through
The SPIRE on major repairs, replacements and maintenance we have needed to do
around the Parsonage and Church building and grounds. SPIRE readers will recall
the biggest and most costly issues we have had to face as a congregation —
replacing broken underground electrical wiring and exterior lights as well as
repairing 68-year old Yankee gutters and installing new liners to extend
their useful life for years to come.
We have reported that those necessary major project would cost more
money than MUMC has in reserves, so that MUMC would need to take
out a bank loan to cover those costs. The bills have been received, and the
money to pay the bills — $37,828 – has been borrowed.
Our Church Council, knowing a successful capital campaign will
need to be launched in 2017, wants to make sure they will not need to ask
the congregation again within 5 to 7 years to contribute to another capital
campaign. For that reason, the Council asked our Board of Trustees to
review all the equipment and physical assets owned by MUMC; and
identify those repairs, replacements or major maintenance items that can
be predicted as needing to be done over the next 5 to 7 years.
Trustees submitted their recommendations to the Church Council on
January 23rd, identifying 25 property maintenance projects that will need
to be addressed between 2017 and 2025, including the two major projects already
completed for which MUMC borrowed money. A full list of the recommended
projects, including explanations of each project, is available at the church on the table
in the Narthex; or can be sent to any member requesting a copy from the office.
Bottom line is: the total projected cost of all the projects is $266,600, based
on today’s prices. That is the amount of money the Board of Trustees recommended
be considered as the Goal for the 2017 Capital Campaign. However Trustees also
prioritized all the projects, and identified 8 of the 25 projects costing $110,800 that
could be delayed indefinitely, and the 2017 Capital Campaign goal could be lowered.
Feasibility study. MUMC’s Church Council accepted the Trustees’
recommendations; but recognized the ultimate success of a capital campaign rests
with the willingness of our church members to support it with pledges to be paid over
three or four years. To determine whether or not MUMC members are willing and
able to pledge such commitments, The Council has decided to do a feasibility study,
discuss the campaign, ask questions and listen before deciding on the final goal of
dollars to be raised. The Wisconsin United Methodist foundation will assist with the
feasibility study. It will start in February.
Please take a look at the list of Projects needing to be done to maintain the
quality of MUMC’s buildings and grounds, and be ready to ask your own questions,
and share your opinions when the feasibility study begins.

An exceptionally important

Church Council Meeting
Monday, February 27
** Time change — 6:00 PM **
• Work item — MUMC strategic plan
• All teams should be represented. If you are a team chair who
cannot come, please ask someone from your team to attend.
• Glen promises to bring pizza!!
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LOOK what’s coming to MUMC this summer!
Kids and families — get excited!
Adults and teens — please volunteer to help!
Mark your calendars!

Inventions and Imaginations Abound!

VBS 2017

June 19-23

9:00 AM - Noon

Imagine a world where curious kids become hands-on inventors
who discover they're lovingly crafted by God. Our VBS this year will
spark creativity with interactive decorations and experiences. Maker
Fun Factory Vacation Bible School transforms your church into a place
buzzing with excitement! This year’s VBS promises to be full of handson fun that your family won’t want to miss—so mark your calendars
now for Maker Fun Factory—MUMC’s 2017 VBS, Monday through
Friday at 9:00 AM, for preschool through elementary aged children.
Middle and high school youth – we need you to lead our crews!

➡

June 19-23

Noon-3:30 PM

This summer elementary-aged children will have a new opportunity to explore each day following VBS as we dive
into the arts and science through daily hands-on activities. Each day will start with lunch, and then we’ll create
individual and group magic through nature, music, painting, sculpting and science experiments. Our service project
will be the creation of an outdoor “concert corner,” where we’ll first build and then play a colorful xylophone, craft
trash can drums and cymbals, ice cream tub banjos and shoe box guitars. On Thursday we will travel to the Riveredge
Nature Center to explore nature in art, followed by an all-church dinner for the whole family.

We need your help!

In order to make our children’s programs possible, we need the
help of many volunteers. Many hands make light work, and your hands
are just what we need. Please consider volunteering to work with
children from our church and community for one day, two days, or
more, helping them to experience God’s love first hand as you share
yours. Please see Peg if you can help in any way with any of our camps.
We need adults of ANY age (seniors, we need you!) as well as teens of
all ages to lead our crews and building projects. No helpers = no
programs. We can’t do it without you!
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Interfaith Caregivers expands services,
faces increasing demands
Interfaith Caregivers of Ozaukee County is expanding our services in new and
exciting ways to meet the needs of our seniors and adults with limited mobility in our
community. As more people hear about the high quality of service provided by volunteer
drivers, more and more seniors are entrusting their safe transportation needs to Interfaith
when public transportation options aren’t available.
As many of you know, Ozaukee County’s public taxi
system has some limitations and the public bus service is
an express service into Milwaukee, not a local community
bus service. What you may not know is that Ozaukee also
has the oldest population in southeast Wisconsin; nearly
20% of residents are over age 65. This leaves a critical gap
in access to medical care and pharmacies, groceries, and
physical fitness facilities that Interfaith seeks to close
using a dedicated team of drivers. In 2015, over 6300 rides
were provided for seniors to help ensure they can continue
to live independent lives in their home communities.
Interfaith has been blessed with an increase both in
demand, and in services we provide to our clients. We expect that this will grow even
more with our very exciting news that Interfaith Caregivers has acquired our first
wheelchair accessible vehicle! The ability to safely, reliably transport clients using
wheelchairs is meeting a key need in the community and will help Interfaith grow even
more into 2017.
Of course this growth requires that Interfaith have the volunteers to meet the need.
Volunteer drivers are the essential link between seniors and their health needs. In recent
years we’ve received requests for services at the rate of seven requests for every one new
volunteer. This is strong demand, and is a tangible opportunity for members of our group
to participate in an effort that is successful, effective, and rewarding. If you are interested
in learning more about Interfaith Caregivers, please call 262-376-5362 or visit
www.interfaithozaukee.org.

Music and the riddles of life

The wonderful music
you will hear
in church this month:
February 5 – Youth Choir and
Joyful Noise Choir
February 12 – Sanctuary Choir
February 19 – Marcia Schwager
February 26 – Men’s Choir
March 5 – Joyful Noise Choir and
Sanctuary Choir

The author of the 49th psalm developed a wise
practice as he contemplated the problems he faced. "I
will solve my riddle to the music of the harp" (Psalm
49:4 ), he wrote. He found encouragement to meet life's
difficulties by getting involved with music.
Good music does indeed
help our mind and spirit.
Whether we play an
instrument or sing or
simply listen to the
harmonies and rhythms of
a piano or organ, a band or
an orchestra, a soloist or a
choir, we may often find
"the wild beasts" within us
being tamed or at least put
under control. Good music
imparts inspiration and grace
to the fretful spirit.
Think about this: if music is so beneficial for the
human spirit, shouldn't those of us who are musically
talented use our voice or musical instrument to aid others
in worshiping God? This is a challenge to you who have
been given the gift of a good voice or playing a musical
instrument to join the music program of the church.
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Sonlight Scoop
February 2017
Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.
January brought some very COLD days, and then the snow left as the temperatures rose and rain came.
Sonlight Center missed out on the fun of playing in the snow with the kids, as well as creating snowmen. Mrs.
Linda had a difficult time trying to have a winter day outside, so she brought her snowman-building inside! The
following pictures are of rolling “snowballs” – human style – and creating snowmen in the Fellowship Hall!!

Next comes February - and Red, White and Pink Day - where
everyone wears these colors to celebrate Valentine’s Day. The older
classes also have parties and a valentine exchange – what fun!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Kathy and Sue
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Mealsite thanks!

Welcome Baby!

Congratulations Gruettner
family! Carter Elizabeth Gruettner
entered the world on December 12,
2016. She is the daughter of Ben
and Peggy Gruettner and the first
grandchild for Dave and Penny
Gruettner. She is adorable!

Thanks to everyone who helped
with the recent MUMC mealsite on
January 26. Thanks for desserts and
fruit and thanks to those who
helped serve the meal. There were
125 guests at the meal — all very
thankful for the tasty food.
Next mealsite dates —
TWO in March:
March 23 and March 30.

Receive “the Spire” by email. The actual Spire in pdf version
can be sent to you by email each month. It will come sooner that the
mailer version and will even be a bit more colorful! You will also get
the mailed copy in your mailbox for two reasons — (1) we need to
mail out a required number in order to receive the lowest postal rate
and (2) some members of your household may like to hold and read a
real paper version.
To receive the monthly email of “the Spire,” send a request to
Ginger Ayres, Spire editor, at hayres@wi.rr.com or leave a message
for her at 262-242-7703.

God’s conversation hearts
Those familiar conversation
hearts that show up every
February can be more than just
trite romantic or friendly
sayings. Use them to remind you
— or to teach a child — of the
greatest love of all: God’s love
for us, which empowers our love
for others. For example:

✦ TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s
only Son so people might have everlasting life? (John
3:16).
✦ MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows
his sheep. No one can snatch us from him (John
10:27-29).
✦ FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting
love” (Jeremiah 31:3).
✦ LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God
with our whole being (Luke 10:27).
✦ TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can
count on Jesus, now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3).
✦ SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey
(Psalm 119:103).
✦ BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his
commands (John 14:15).
✦ CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can
talk to him anytime in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3).
✦ FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your
life for your friends (John 15:13) — precisely what
Jesus did.
✦ #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John
4:19).
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Trash days … and Sundays
Tuesday mornings I usually wake up to the sounds of trash men picking up our
weekly accumulation of litter. The hum of the trash compactor on the truck is a
familiar sound that tells me it is Tuesday - the day of the week on which we get rid
of the worldly accumulation of stuff that clutters up our place of residence ....
Sunday mornings are a lot like Tuesday trash days.
We wake up to the familiar hum of organ music, choir melodies, and, of course,
the preacher's sermon. Have you thought about the amount of worldly trash we
gather into our soul each week? We are bombarded by things in direct opposition to
a healthy spiritual life. It takes all we can do to sort through the mess on Sunday
morning. And we don't always enjoy it!
Your home doesn't look so good if you don't get the trash out each week.
Neither does the soul that sleeps in on Sunday morning and misses trash day! Come
to church Sunday morning! It's worth the effort!
-Ralph Kelly
Williard United Church of Christ, Akron, Ohio

I go to church …
Not because a sermon is preached,
though it can be helpful;
Not because good music is provided,
though I obtain much benefit from the musical part of the service;
Not because other people go,
though following the crowd is all right when the crowd is going the right way;
Not because I have the habit,
though I consider the custom of church attendance valuable;
Not because I am afraid God will punish me if I am absent,
though neglect of church attendance brings moral and spiritual poverty;
Not because at church I wear my best clothes,
though, like most people, I enjoy being well-dressed;
Not because there I am in the best society,
though the company of Christian people is very attractive to me;
Not because I agree with all the religious ideas and lifestyles of everyone who goes.
I don't; it's impossible.
I go because Jesus went even when he could not agree
with the scribes and Pharisees, nor the congregation.
I go because God is my Creator and friend,
the source of all that is worthwhile in my life and in my world.
-First United Methodist Church, Upland, California

What attracts people to church?
Why do people select a particular church? A convenient location? Yes. A good
speaker in the pulpit? Yes. Inspiring music? Yes. An attractive building? Yes.
But a more essential element in attracting visitors, newcomers and prospective
members is friendliness — both in the pew and throughout the community. Where
there is a warm, dynamic congregation with an enthusiasm that’s contagious,
visitors will usually be found, and will return.
A church can buy many advantages with money, such as nice buildings, trained
leadership, effective advertising and an abundance of supplies for spiritual and
social use. But old-fashioned friendliness, of which the world is sorely in need, can’t
be purchased with money. It comes only from the hearts of dedicated people who
love God and enjoy helping others feel at home in their church.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

To forgive is to love
The gift that gives

We must develop and maintain
the capacity to forgive. He who is
devoid of the power to forgive is
devoid of the power to love. There
is some good in the worst of us
and some evil in the best of us.
When we discover this, we are less
prone to hate our enemies.

Love ever gives,
forgives, outlives
and ever stands
with open hands.
And while it lives, it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative —
to give, and give, and give.

—Martin Luther King Jr.

—John Oxenham
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