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Mequon United
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

December 2018

When I feel frazzled amid all the 
Christmas preparations, God, 
calm my heart and remind me of 
the season's true meaning.

Celebrate at worship 
December 9: Christmas Cantata  

December 16: Children’s Christmas Program   

December 23: Carol Sing Sunday with hymn stories 

December 24: Christmas Eve Candle Light Services  

   5:00 PM: Children Friendly Service 

  9:00 PM: Traditional Service 

Celebrate through events and projects 
✦ Hanging the Greens — Saturday morning, 

December 1, 9:00 AM 

✦ Order poinsettias through December 2 — 
beautify our sanctuary for Christmas services 

✦ Reflections Christmas party — December 13 

✦ Giving Tree — gifts due by December 16 

✦ Support the Children's Mission Project to Heifer 
International 

✦ Buy UMCOR coffee and chocolates for Christmas 

✦ Donate winter clothing for adults and children — 
drive ends December 16

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Sue’s Message

 Today is November 15, which means it’s only one month and 10 days away 
until Christmas! Sooner or later, the air will be filled with lots of holiday music 
including one of my favorite songs, “It's the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.”  
Let me ask you a question. Why is Christmas season the most wonderful time of 
the year? Is it because in this season everything is just wonderful? I doubt it. It 
seems like many people are more stressed out in this season than any other 
times, because they have more things to figure out; decorations, gifts, dinner, 
dinner at whose house this year? And things will be more challenging if there 
has been a recent separation, divorce, or death in their family.  So why is this 
season so special?  

 This is the most wonderful time of the year not because things are always 
wonderful in this season, but because the most wonderful and amazing thing 
happened 2,000 years ago. And this was what happened. “In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The Word 
became flesh and made His dwelling among us. Emmanuel: God is with 
us.” (John 1)  

 That was what happened on the first Christmas, and it continues to happen 
to us when we open our hearts and minds to see and accept Jesus’ presence in us 
and among us. Our Lord Jesus came to this world to bring joy to the joyless, 
hope to the hopeless and light to those who are in dark. That is the reason why 
this season is the most wonderful time of the year.    

 To celebrate this holy season, our church offers special services  
during the month of December as follows.   

December 9: Christmas Cantata 
December 16: Children’s Christmas Program     
December 23: Carol Sing Sunday with Behind Stories 
December 24: Christmas Eve Candle Light Services  
   5:00 PM: Children Friendly Service 
  9:00 PM: Traditional Service 

 This season of Advent is a just wonderful time to invite someone or anyone 
to our church. Please don’t pass along this season without inviting somebody 
who doesn’t know the Lord yet to MUMC. Beautiful invitations cards are 
prepared for you to give someone who needs to hear God’s love story for her/
him through Jesus Christ. The cards are on the table in the narthex area, or you 
can get them from ushers on Sundays. Now, I’d invite you to pray, I mean really 
pray, that the Lord may put someone in your mind who needs your invitation to 
come to the Lord in this season and beyond. And invite her/him when the Lord 
answers to your prayer. I’m sure He will. 

Merry Christmas! 
Pastor Sue Lee
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It's Christmas at MUMC!!!!

MUMC Christmas Giving Tree

An Opportunity from  

the Mission Outreach Committee 

Sharing the gift of Christmas with those in need 

 This year, we at MUMC, will be supporting the mission 
work of  Pathfinders of Milwaukee. Please visit their web 
page at http://pathfindersmke.org to more fully understand 
the vast array of services they provide for youth and young 
adults.  
 On Sunday, November 25th, the Giving Tree will go up 
in the Narthex decorated with "gift tags" for specific items 
representing 75 individuals. Each tag has three "wish list" 
items to make your shopping easier. 

Instructions: 
• Choose one or more "Gift Tags" 

from the Giving Tree.   
• Please write your name and phone 

number next to the corresponding 
Tag number on the sheet provided.   

• Each Tag will include 3 "Wish 
List" items to choose from.  

• Purchase item(s) with a total value 
of approximately $25  

• Do not gift wrap any items.  We 
will take care of that! 

• Using one plastic bag per Tag, 
include item(s), firmly secure the 
Tag to the outside of that plastic bag.  

• Return gift item(s) to MUMC 
by Sunday, December 16th. 

• Mark the sheet confirming the return delivery of your 
gift(s), making our accounting easier.   

• Smile and know you just made someone's Christmas a 
little bit brighter! 

 Additionally, Gift Cards and monetary donations will 
be gladly accepted.  Please make checks payable to  
MUMC with "Giving Tree" in the notation.  Look for the 
envelopes provided on the table. 

Questions?  Contact: 
• Karen Stern, 262-242-7811/262-227-7811 or 

email: Kstern123@aol.com 
• Susan Yorio, 262-853-3933  or email: 

 susanyorio9113@gmail.com 
        

Thank You and Merry Christmas!! 

Children's Christmas Program 
 Rehearsals are underway each Sunday morning for “Sing 
a Song of Christmas,” this year’s Christmas Program. 
Rehearsals will be held from 10:45 AM to about 11:30 AM on 
December 2 and 9, but there is no rehearsal the weekend of 
Thanksgiving (November 25). The dress rehearsal will be held 
on Saturday, December 15, from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM, with a 
light breakfast available for families at 
8:30 AM that morning.  

➡  Need meal volunteers and 
two nursery volunteers. Volunteers 
are needed to provide simple casseroles, 
fruit and pastries for the morning on 
December 15. Please see Peg if you can 
help with the breakfast, the rehearsal, or 
the program in worship on December 
16. Our nursery caregiver Skylar is 
helping with the program, so we will 
need two volunteers in the nursery the 
morning of December 16.  

 The children do not need to wear anything special for the 
program. Our costumes will all take place on their heads 
(come and see)!  

➡  Need simple props and stage hands. We still need 
paper towel rolls covered in wrapping paper for telescopes, 
and a disposable cookie sheet with Christmas cookies glued 
on for our play. Also needed are stage hands to help out at 
both the rehearsal and the presentation. Please see Peg if you 
can help with any of it! 

Hanging of the Greens —  
     your help is welcomed! 
Saturday, December 1 —  
9:00 AM 
 Many hands make light work — so 
if lots of folks come to help decorate our 
church for Christmas, the task will be 
done quickly. Boxes with all of the 
decorations will be out of storage and 
ready for your attention. There is a big 
tree in the sanctuary, a smaller one in 
the parlor, some garlands and wreaths, 
lights for the windows, and a few other 
items for the narthex. There might even be some coffee and 
morning snacks for the hard workers! No sign up necessary — 
just show up — please!! Contact Connie Pukaite with 
questions — pukaite@sbcglobal.net

May you be touched not only by the sweetness of the 
Babe of Bethlehem but by the profound love of God the 
Father and the miracle-working power of the Holy Spirit.

http://pathfindersmke.org/
mailto:Kstern123@aol.com
mailto:susanyorio9113@gmail.com
mailto:pukaite@sbcglobal.net
http://pathfindersmke.org/
mailto:Kstern123@aol.com
mailto:susanyorio9113@gmail.com
mailto:pukaite@sbcglobal.net
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Children's Christmas Program Mission 
Project — Heifer International 

 Every year during our Children’s Christmas program we 
ask for the congregation’s support for struggling families 
through the sponsorship of an animal through Heifer 
International.  This year, in recognition of our state and the 
agricultural product we are most known for, we are hoping to 
collect enough to donate something called “The Cheeses of the 
World Basket,” featuring dairy animals. 
 The Cheeses of the World Gift Basket is made up of four 
milk-producing animals: a goat, a sheep, a water buffalo and a 
heifer. Families will also receive training on the animals' care. 
Each Cheeses of the World gift basket: 

• Provides an abundance of milk to make cheese, butter 
and yogurt 

• Increases wealth by providing dairy products that can 
be sold 

 Farmers around the world use the 
milk from these animals to make 
mozzarella, feta and hundreds of 
other cheese varieties. Not only does 
it lift families out of hunger and 
poverty by having them sell the 
cheese — it also makes the perfect 
mission project for cheese lovers! 
This gift basket provides: 

• Milk 
• Nutrition 
• Steady, Dependable Income 
• Passing on the Gift 
• Fertilizer 
• Community Sustainability 
• Self-Reliance 
• Warmth 
• Increased Crop Yield 

What will we donate? How can you donate? This 
particular gift basket is far more expensive than what we 
usually strive for, at a cost of $990. We can, however, donate 
shares if we don’t reach our goal. You can donate on Sunday, 
December 16, during the Children’s Christmas Program, or at 
any time – just mark your check with “Heifer International” on 
the memo line. Thank you for your donations to help out 
families around the world this Christmas with a gift that keeps 
on giving. 

Music in worship: 
December 2 – Kaitlyn Sisney and Dain Shuler, 
 French horn duets 
December 9 – “Were You There on that Christmas Night?” —  
 Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata 
December 16 –  "Sing a Song of Christmas" 
 Children’s Christmas Program 
December 23 – Carols and Stories  
December 24 – 5:00 PM - Family Service 
                          9:00 PM - Sanctuary Choir 
December 30 – Shulers and Graycie Gardner  
January 6 – Alumni Ensemble 

UMCOR coffee and chocolate for the holidays 
 — for baking and giving 
 Be sure to stop by the UMCOR Coffee and Chocolate 
display this Sunday to see all the new products available 
for your holiday baking and giving. You’ll find Caramel 
Toffee and (decaf) Cozy Cup coffees as well as all our 
regular flavors ($8.00 each), and many varieties of tea 
($5.00 each). In chocolates, we have Dark Chocolate 
Orange, as well as plain dark chocolate, mint, milk and 
caramel chocolates, and dark 
chocolate with almonds. There 
are also mini bars available (25 
cents) for tasting or giving. 
There are even chocolate chips 
($4.00/bag) and two kinds of 
hot chocolate ($6.00 each). 
 All purchases benefit small 
farmers all around the world. 
Enjoy great beverages and 
chocolates while you make a 
difference this holiday season! 

Reflections Christmas Party 
  The Reflections Book Group will celebrate Christmas with 
a party on Thursday, December 13 at Barb Henneck’s home. 
The festivities begin at 6:30 PM. Don’t forget to bring a 
wrapped gift (up to $20 value) for our always-popular gift 
exchange. Please let Barb (bhenneck@wi.rr.com) 
know if you would like to volunteer to bring an 
appetizer, dessert, or beverage to share.  
  We will also be collecting items for the 
annual Soaps Suds Drive for Life Navigators 
& the Autism Society of Southeastern 
Wisconsin. Requested items include body 
wash, body lotion, hand sanitizer, laundry 
detergent and $10 Target gift cards. Please 
bring donations to the Christmas party on the 
13th, or give them to Barb or Emily Levine if you are unable to 
make the party. 
  Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly 
for discussion and fellowship.  New women are always 
welcome! 
  
Looking ahead . . .  
Our January discussion book will be Cooking for Picasso, by 
Camille Aubray. 

Winter clothing collection ends December 16! 
 Remember to bring your winter clothing to church before 
December 16th. Adult clothing will go to Repairers of the 
Breach, which is a day center for the homeless in central 
Milwaukee. Children's clothing will go to the St. Vincent de 
Paul Mealsite in the Harambee neighborhood. Contact Marilyn 
Zwissler for more information.

Support this year's 
project by helping  

to sponsor a 
Cheeses of the World 

Basket

mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
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Sunday, December 23 — Christmas songs! 
 Last year Pastor Tim and Elna thought it might be interesting to present the stories of 
many of our most loved Christmas songs — some of which were told in a Spire article and 
some during our Christmas Eve morning service. In planning this year’s Carol Service with 
Pastor Sue, we concluded it would be worth repeating four of them for our December 23, 
9:30 AM service.      
 Two of the hymns, whose stories will be told before singing, reflect on how the writers 
conceived of Jesus — what he would be like, what his role would be, how he would be 
seen in the world. It is evident why one of these two hymns is sung more often than the 
other. However, with the insight in the second hymn, perhaps it should be sung more often. 
 The other two hymns we will experience will focus on those who came to see Jesus. 
They are the ones who children love to portray in pageants — shepherds informed by 
angels. The texts were inspired by scriptures from the New Testament but penned during 
difficult times, much like the world we know today. 
 Our stories are taken (paraphrased and excerpted) from “Stories Behind the Best 
Loved Songs of Christmas” and “More Stories Behind the Best Loved Songs of Christmas” 
by by Ace Collins. 
 Come and enjoy the morning worship on December 23. Find out which hymns Elna 
describes above. You'll hear the story behind these Christmas hymns and then enjoy 
singing them.

MUMC Drive-in Movie — Coming Soon!  
"Bedknobs and Broomsticks" 

Sunday Night, January 27 
4:00 - 6:00 PM 

MUMC Fellowship Hall 
 Join us for a special evening with a Disney family-favorite 
film in our MUMC Indoor Drive-In Movie. This year’s film 
will be Bedknobs and Broomsticks. Disney legends Angela 
Lansbury (Beauty and the Beast) and 
David Tomlinson (Mary Poppins) star 
in this beloved film about an apprentice 
witch who reluctantly takes in three 
orphan children. Though her first spells 
create more laughs than magic, Miss 
Price and the children soon find 
themselves swept away aboard a 
fantastic flying bed — their ticket to 
fun-filled excitement and adventure.  
 At our drive-in movie, we’ll sit in 
“car seats” and enjoy traditional 
concession foods, served up with flair. We’ll have all of our 
favorites – popcorn, burgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs, chicken 
nuggets and chips. There will also be fruit cups, carrots & dip, 
desserts and root beer floats! 

Don't miss out on fun for the whole family! 

Be a "Safe Sanctuary" Sunday School Buddy 
 “Safe Sanctuaries” may be a new term for some.  For 
others it is a concept that has been part of planning and 
ministry for several years.  "Safe Sanctuaries" makes 
congregations safe places where children, youth, and elders 
may experience the abiding love of God and fellowship within 
the community of faith. It is basically making sure that 
everyone is protected from abuse or being accused of abuse.   
 Over the next months MUMC will be making sure that we 
follow our existing Safe Sanctuary Policy as well as 
reviewing it to see if it needs fine tuning. The first step in the 
process is to assure that we have adequate adult supervision of 
our Sunday School classrooms.  WE NEED YOU to take a turn 
in helping in our Sunday School. This is a fun volunteer 
opportunity.  We have teachers who will come prepared with 
lesson plans and necessary supplies. We just need an extra 
person to be eyes and ears and to share in the delight of young 
children. 
 You probably have already received an email inviting you 
to sign up to help.  If the electronic version doesn’t work for 
you, there is a sign up sheet in the narthex. Please let the 
Children’s Ministry team know that you support them by 
signing up to help. Moms, dads, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
college students, new grads, singles — any adult of any age is 
welcome – and needed! 
 Please consider helping for one week or for many. Sign up 
online or in the narthex.

Outreach 
Dinner & Auction 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, January 26th  

Fun and food! 
Great auction items 
for spirited bidding! 

An entertaining game show!

 Save the date! Saturday, January 26th is the date of the Mequon United 
Methodist Church Outreach Auction. This event will be held at the Ozaukee 
Country Club and serves as a fundraiser and friend-raiser! Enjoy the 
company of friends and family with delightful food and drinks.  Participate 
in the silent auction, live auction, and/or the Celebrity Name Game.   
 Please consider donating a silent auction item. Past items have 
included tickets to a Brewers’ game, a play or musical, framed artwork, 
jewelry, or homemade pies and desserts. Use your imagination! 
 The Mission Outreach Committee would also appreciate extra helping 
hands before, during and after this event.  Please contact chairpersons 
Karen Huffman or Ireene Sullivan to volunteer and if you have questions. 
 Watch for more details in the next few weeks.  Look for a formal 
invitation in your mailbox shortly after the holidays.  See you there!
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Friends and Family CPR coming January 12 at MUMC 
 Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) is a life saving procedure that 
provides artificial circulation to the body. Effective CPR can save the life of 
someone in need, perhaps someone you know! 
 CPR involves performing manual chest compressions. It is a skill and a series 
of steps that can be learned, practiced and mastered. The Friends and Family CPR 
course includes video training and hands-on practice with mannikins. 
 When the heart stops beating there is no blood moving throughout the body. 
Every minute counts. Cells without circulating blood are not receiving oxygen 
resulting in tissue damage and tissue death. The brain is especially sensitive to a 
lack of oxygen, permanent damage can result. 
 Performing CPR helps to keep blood circulating. It is unlikely that CPR will 
restart the heart but it does restore partial blood flow to the tissues in the body. A 
persons chance of surviving drops by seven to 10 percent for every minute a 
normal heartbeat isn’t restored.  
 The Automated External Defibrillator (AED) can analyze the heart and 
deliver a shock through the chest wall. These portable devices are critical to 
survival. Laypersons can safely use this device. Did you know there is an AED in 
the Narthex? Would you like to learn how to use it? 
 The Friends and Family CPR course will be provided on January 12 at 9 AM 
at MUMC. You will have the opportunity to learn or relearn CPR skills. We will 
also explore using the AED. 
 Interested, questions…Please contact Susan Solverson. Preregister for this 
class by Thursday January 10. Seating is limited. Call or Text 414-559-4699 
(cell). Email susansolverson@wi.rr.com 
 On behalf of the Parish Nurse Team we wish you a happy and healthy 2019.

Friends and Family  
CPR Class  

• January 12 at 9:00 AM.   
• Pre Registration is required by 

January 10. 
• The class is just over an hour. 
• Learn how to perform CPR and 

how to use the AED (Automatic 
External Defibrillator) 

• There is no charge.   
• Space is limited so PLEASE pre-

register. 
• Register with Susan Solverson 

414-559-4699 (call or text) or 
email susansolverson@wi.rr.com 

Sponsored by the  
Parish Nurse Team.

12 Ways to Have a Healthy Holiday Season
Brighten the holidays by making your health and safety a 
priority. Take steps to keep you and your loved ones safe 
and healthy—and ready to enjoy the holidays. 

1. Wash hands often to help prevent the spread of 
germs. It’s flu season. Wash your hands with soap and 
clean running water for at least 20 seconds. 

2. Bundle up to stay dry 
and warm. Wear 
appropriate outdoor 
clothing: light, warm 
layers, gloves, hats, 
scarves, and waterproof 
boots. 

3. Manage stress. Give 
yourself a break if you feel stressed out, 
overwhelmed, and out of control. Some of the best 
ways to manage stress are to find support, connect 
socially, and get plenty of sleep. 

4. Don’t drink and drive or let others drink and drive. 
Whenever anyone drives drunk, they put everyone on 
the road in danger. Choose not to drink and drive and 
help others do the same. 

5. Be smoke-free. Avoid smoking and secondhand 
smoke. Smokers have greater health risks because of 
their tobacco use, but nonsmokers also are at risk 
when exposed to tobacco smoke. 

6. Fasten seat belts while driving or riding in a motor 
vehicle. Always buckle your children in the car using 
a child safety seat, booster seat, or seat belt according 
to their height, weight, and age. Buckle up every 
time, no matter how short the trip and encourage 
passengers to do the same. 

7. Get exams and screenings. Ask your health care 
provider what exams you need and when to get them. 
Update your personal and family history. 

8. Get your vaccinations. Vaccinations help prevent 
diseases and save lives. Everyone 6 months and older 
should get a flu vaccine each year. 

9.  Monitor children. Keep 
potentially dangerous toys, food, 
drinks, household items, and 
other objects out of children’s 
reach. Protect them from 
drowning, burns, falls, and other 
potential accidents. 
10.  Practice fire safety. Most 

residential fires occur during the winter months, so 
don’t leave fireplaces, space heaters, food cooking on 
stoves, or candles unattended. Have an emergency plan 
and practice it regularly. 

11. Prepare food safely. Remember these simple steps: 
Wash hands and surfaces often, avoid cross-
contamination, cook foods to proper temperatures and 
refrigerate foods promptly. 

12. Eat healthy, stay active. Eat fruits and vegetables 
which pack nutrients and help lower the risk for 
certain diseases. Limit your portion sizes and foods 
high in fat, salt, and sugar. Also, be active for at least 
2½ hours a week and help kids and teens be active for 
at least 1 hour a day. 

Resource:  CDC.gov 

Happy Holidays from your  
Parish Nurse Ministry Team!

mailto:susansolverson@wi.rr.com
mailto:susansolverson@wi.rr.com
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NAME: __________________________________________________  PHONE: _______________________ 

(As you wish to be listed in the Bulletin)

SIZE PRICE COLOR TOTAL

Red White Marble* ORDER

Single,

large plant

$10.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Double,

2 plants/pot

$16.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Triple,

3 plants/pot

$24.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Total  $  _______________________

*IF choosing MARBLE, what is your second choice if Marble is unavailable? ___________ 

Deadline for your order — Sunday, December 2, 2018 
Thank you!

Christmas Poinsettias 
      Help beautify MUMC’s Sanctuary for Christmas. Purchase poinsettias, 
which you may take home anytime after 9:00 PM worship on Christmas 
Eve. These are large beautiful plants that often last weeks after Christmas if 
kept well watered and cool. The prices this year are lower than SEVEN 
years ago!! 
      One large plant in a 6.5 inch pot costs $10.00. Two plants in a 7.5 inch 
pot cost $16.00. An 8.5 inch pot with three plants is available for $24.00.    
      Place order forms with payment in the collection plate on Sundays, or 
mail to the Church (MUMC, 11011 N. Oriole Ln. Mequon, WI 53092).   
      Please make checks payable to “M.U.M.C. - poinsettias."  Please 
return order form with payment.

Sunday morning volunteer duties  
need some good folks to sign up! 

     The December list of Sunday morning volunteers has 
a few open spots. There also will be openings when the 
list comes available for 2019.  These duties include: 

• ushers 
• liturgists 
• coffee hosts and greeters 
• the newly-announced  "Safe Sanctuary" 

Classroom Buddies 
 Open spots are indicated on the Spire's calendar 
insert. Sign up through the electronic forms that have 
been emailed or call the church office at 262-242-4770.
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Family Promise — 
MUMC's schedule for 2019 
 Mark your calendars with these 
weeks in 2019. When MUMC is a host 
church, we will need overnight hosts, 
food donations, set-up help, and more. 
As tour hosts weeks get close, there 
will be sign up sheets in the narthex. 
 Here is the schedule for our host 
weeks for 2019 for Family Promise 

• January 27 - Februrary 3 
• April 28 - May 5 
• August 18 - 25 
• November 17 - 24

September 12, 2018 
Dear friends at Mequon UMC, 
 Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 I am writing to thank you for the gift you have 
given in support of our missionary service. We are 
very grateful for your loving support all these years. 
 Gordy and I have had a difficult 5 months as he 
broke his shoulder bone in mid-May and has been 
trying to heal in the midst of pain. He is presently in 
Atlanta, GA after having 2 surgeries. We have written 
about this experience on the web page: 
www.granerfamily.org 
 I was only able to be with him for 2 weeks in 
August because of all our ministry commitments. 
When I returned to the DR, I realized with all the 
tropical rain we have received that water has soaked 
through the walls and ceilings of our apartment and 
mold is beginning to grow. I have begun the packing 
process and am searching for another apartment. 
 We would greatly appreciate your prayers. 
 Thank you again, 
 Ardell & Gordy

Missionary Update …  
MUMC supports the mission work of 

Gordon Graner with an annual contribution 
from our Outreach Auction. In May Gordy 
sustained a serious injury. In September we 
received the accompanying note from his 
wife, Ardell. 

	 Gordy is now back in the Dominican 
Republic, able to work somewhat but still 
recuperating. For more on their mission 
work and his recovery, go to their web 
page, www.granerfamily.org 

	 The Graners most recent newsletter is 
on the next two pages of this Spire. 

The Community of Love 
A Stewardship Message 

from Jim Wells,  
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 

 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a 
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good 
stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift 
each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very 
words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, 
so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 4:8-11a , 
NRSV) 
 In addition to being secure in God’s abundance, good stewards need to be 
oriented toward building a community of love. We do this because it is what 
God wants for us and because it glorifies God: our community of love is God 
made visible to those who cannot see him. The community of love has many 
aspects: 
 Loving God. In order to best love others, we must love God first. This is the 
greatest commandment and the source of our love. 
 Loving one another. More than loving others as ourselves, we are called to 
recognize that we share the same shortcomings and sinfulness in the eyes of 
God. Therefore, in constant love for one another we avoid being judgmental and 
practice forgiveness. 
 Living out our giftedness in the Body of Christ. We share the gifts that the 
Holy Spirit has bestowed on us in order to build the church. We have all things 
in common: we study scripture and pray together, we are in fellowship and 
break bread together, we give generously and distribute the proceeds to meet our 
needs and the needs of others. 
 Witnessing to God’s glory. We as individuals and as the church exist to 
glorify God. The community of love is a light that shines for all to see. This 
stewardship season let us remember not just what we give, but why we give: so 
that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ.

http://www.granerfamily.org
http://www.granerfamily.org
http://www.granerfamily.org
http://www.granerfamily.org
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the Spire
is published monthly by

Mequon United 
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane 20W
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

---------- 
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Assistants:  

Shirley Campbell, Susan Caldwell, 
Sandy Christensen, Chris Debbink, 

Barb Henneck, Ann Miller, Herb Ayres 
---------- 

Deadline for copy: the 25th  
of the month prior to publication. 

Editor reserves the right to  
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------------------------------------ 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Sue Lee 
 pastor@mequonumc.org  
Office Manager: DeWayna Cherrington 
 office@mequonumc.org 
Finance Manager: Karen Huffman 
 finance@mequonumc.org 
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson 
 michellehynson@gmail.com 
Organist: Elna Hickson 
 ehickson@wi.rr.com 
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
 shulers4@sbcglobal.net  
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner 
 mumckidstuff@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Olivia Peters 
 olivia.bedran@gmail.com 
Sonlight CDC Director: Sue Lyon 
 info@sonlightcdc.org 
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager 
 mkschwager@sbcglobal.net   

MUMC office: 262-242-4770 
 fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 office@mequonumc.org 
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 Closed Fridays 
Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
 and Sunday School 
 First Sunday is Family Sunday  
       (no Sunday School) 
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

THANK YOUS  
from MUMC’s Mission Outreach Committee 

(1) Bread Sunday was a huge success! Thanks to 
our congregation’s generosity and talented bakers, 
we raised $315 which was donated to Family 
Sharing of Ozaukee County!  Your delicious 
donations and purchases of homemade breads assist 
Family Sharing in continuing their mission of 
serving the needs of low income, elderly and 
disabled residents of Ozaukee County.  

(2) 75 very full bags of Thanksgiving food and 
10 bags of clothing were also donated by our 
congregation for Family Sharing of Ozaukee County!  
The Mission Outreach Committee thanks you for 
your generous support of MUMC’s annual 
Thanksgiving food collection!

Welcome baby!!! 
 Amber and Eric Rydholm welcomed 
Linnea Jane on November 2 at 7:30 AM. At 
home to greet Linnea are brother Torsten and 
sister Tayen. The MUMC congregation 
celebrates the arrival of this new baby with 
the Rydholm family!

Sonlight Scoop 
December 2018

Sonlight Child Development Center, 
established by and operated as a 

ministry of Mequon United Methodist 
Church, is open to children from 

infant through 9 years old, including 
before/after school care.

Sonlight's 
Annual 

Thanksgiving 
Feast!  

 The 11th annual 
Thanksgiving Feast was 
enjoyed by all. There were 
almost 110 people who 
enjoyed a tasty 
Thanksgiving lunch catered 
by Chuck’s Place. We are so 
thankful for our students, 
the families, and the caring 
teachers who share their 
talents each and every day, 
and all of the MUMC 
volunteers that made this 
possible.    
 Christmas Cheer, a 
special celebration time for 
Sonlight families, will be 
held on December 20. 
Rumor has it that Santa 
might visit while we’re 
enjoying holiday treats!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MUMC is a Reconciling Congregation 
 Mequon United Methodist Church affirms that all people are created in God’s 
image and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ example of love without 
reservation and we sacredly promise to deal compassionately and justly with 
one another. Therefore, this inclusive and nurturing community of faith openly 
invites and welcomes persons of every age, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
race, physical or mental ability, ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital 
status -- any and all diversities -- as full participants in the life and work of this 
reconciling community. 

The best gift 
 A king sat on his throne on Christmas Day as 
many of his subjects presented him with gifts: 
jewels, gold, artwork, handmade treasures 
and food galore.  
 One man stayed back until everyone had 
given their gifts. Eventually, the king asked if 
the man had a gift he wished to give. The man 
said he had only one thing to present. He had 
nothing of material or financial value, just a 
friendly heart that was free of malice and full 
of best wishes for the ruler.  

 The king told the man he’d brought him the 
best gift of all: friendship and goodwill. How 
can you present those to someone this season? 

What's on your list? 
A little smile, a word of cheer,  
A bit of love from someone near,  
A little gift from one held dear,  
Best wishes for the coming year...  
These make a Merry Christmas!  

—John Greenleaf Whittier 


