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Mequon United
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

December 2017

Combined  
Annual Stewardship  

and Capital Campaigns  
Joy! Great response!  

Good news! Success! Thanks! 

 These are the words that are being 
shared while the results of the 

combined campaigns are being tallied. Pledges are still 
coming in but the results so far are very good! Read an 
update from Connie Pukaite, Campaign Chairperson, 
on page 6. Come to worship on November 26 and 
celebrate when updated results are announced.

Advent and  
Christmas Eve  

at MUMC 
Saturday, December 2 
 8:30 AM – Breakfast for all!!! 

• Hanging of the Greens – Come 
decorate the church for 
Christmas 

• Children's Christmas Program 
dress rehearsal 

 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal:  
  10:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 Afternoon – SERRV sale set-up 

Sunday, December 3 
9:30 AM — Children’s Christmas 

Program:  The Christmas Puzzle 
10:30 AM — SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, 

supporting artisans and Fair 
Trade around world 

Sunday, December 10  
9:30 AM — Congregational Carol Sing 
10:30 AM — SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, supporting artisans  
      and Fair Trade around world 

Sunday, December 17  
9:30 AM — Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata:  
 Would I Miss the Miracle? 
10:30 AM — Green Team selling bluebird boxes and log feeders 

Sunday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship 
9:30 AM — Carol Stories and Singing 
5:00 PM — Family Service of Carols and Candles 
9:00 PM — Traditional Service of Carols and Candles

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Tim’s Message
 As I write this, Christmas is only a month away. It has become a fact of life 
that this time of waiting and counting down has become one of the busiest times of 
the year for most people. For many this is a time of hectic rushing around to shop at 
stores, attend parties, and try to connect with family. How ironic that this time of 
joyous celebration leaves many feeling rundown, disconnected, or just plain tired.  
 So, in the midst of our hurrying, let us take time and see that behind the 
commercial forces that drive many of us of this season, there is a deeper meaning to 
this time of expectation. As we move through this busy time, I would like to remind 
and urge us all to slow down so that we can focus on the most important gift we can 
receive in this Holy Season 
 Christmas is God’s gift to us – a gift of light and life, hope and grace. This gift 
is a reflection of God’s concern for the world and God’s desire to heal it and drive 
away its darkness. The gift of Christmas, therefore, is the one and only gift that 
gives our lives focus and meaning. We are called to bear Christ’s light to the world 
by our love expressed through works of mercy and acts of justice. At Christmas, we 
are invited once again to walk in the light and take the light into the world.  
 So, let’s think about giving some gifts that will help expand this light of Christ 
into our world such as: 

- Fixing a dish or meal for someone in our community who is sick, disabled 
or needy; or, inviting them to share a meal with you. 

- Taking a few minutes each day to envision a world of peace and reflect on 
what we could do to help make that happen in our homes and 
neighborhoods. 

- Volunteering our time at the Meal Site on January 25th or at our next host 
week (February 18-25) for Family Promise 

- Taking an inventory of our possessions and thinking about what we could 
donate to Goodwill or give to someone in need  

- Making a commitment to increase our time in prayer as we reflect on and 
open ourselves up to be used as instruments of Christ’s hope and peace in 
even greater ways in the coming year. 

 May this Christmas season be a holy time as we receive the greatest gift given 
to us through the birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh, who is the promise of love 
fulfilled in Bethlehem, the gift of peace, and the future of hope for us all.  

In God’s Love, 
Pastor Tim

✦ Breakfast for all! — 8:30 AM 

✦ Hanging the greens — decorate 
MUMC for Christmas — 8:30 AM 

✦ Children's Christmas Program 
dress rehearsal — 8:30-11:00 AM 

✦ Sanctuary Choir rehearsal — 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM  

✦ Set up SERRV holiday craft sale — 
afternoon
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MUMC Christmas Giving Tree
Would you like to share  

the joy of Christmas for a needy family?  
Here's how you can participate! 

 This year, we at MUMC, will be 
"Christmas Angels" for two needy 
families in Milwaukee. These families 
have been "thoughtfully" considered 
by teachers in their children's school to 
be the most in need, and invited them 
to participate. Included will be "Tags" 
for all family members, with items 
specifically noted as "Needs" or 
"Wishes."  Additionally, we will be 
collecting household and food items 
for these families.  Please consider the 
list posted near our Giving Tree, for 
suggestions. 

Sunday, November 26 — Giving Tree is up 
 The Giving Tree will go up in the Narthex decorated with 
"gift tags" for children and their parents.  Envelopes will be 
provided for the collection of monetary donations and/or gift 
cards. 

What to do when you take a tag: 
• The "Gift Tags" on the tree will include items suggested 

as a "need" or "wish."   
• Please consider taking a "need" tag first.  There are no 

spending parameters and you are welcome to take 
multiple tags! 

• Write your name and phone number next to the tag 
number on the sheet provided.  

What to do when you return items: 
• Place gift cards and monetary donations in an envelope 

provided. 
• Checks should be made payable to MUMC with a 

"Giving Tree" notation. 
• Food and household items — place all food and 

household items in brown paper bags. 
• Gift items —  

- Please gift wrap items and place in a separate bag/
box for each individual "TAG"   

- Firmly attach the "TAG" itself to the outside of each 
bag/box, not to the gift wrapped item  

• Mark the sheet confirming the delivery of your items(s), 
making our accounting easier. 

Friday, December 15 - The last day to drop off items. 

 If you have questions or concerns, please contact Karen 
Stern at 262-242-7811 / 262-227-7811 and/or email: 
Kstern123@aol.com 

Thank You and Merry Christmas. 
You're an Angel!! 

"The Christmas Puzzle" 

Children's Christmas 
program 

Sunday, December 3 
9:30 AM — during worship 

 On Sunday morning, December 3, 
the children, assisted by the Youth 
Choir, will present their annual 
Christmas program in worship.  
Children from Preschool through High 
School will present this puzzling, 
picture-perfect program in worship on Sunday, December 3.  
 Children in the program — please plan to arrive at 
church by 8:45 AM! 

Become Greener  
 God is calling us to take care of this place we call home. 
What can we do? How can a few people make a difference? 
How can we work together to Save the Earth? 
 Visit the Green Team on Sunday, December 17 and 
discover how you and your family can be Greener. We will be 
in the Narthex before and after worship.  
 We will be offering 
Bluebird Nesting Boxes for 
sale that would make 
excellent Christmas gifts and 
will include directions for 
installation and use. We will 
also have a few hanging log 
feeders that can be filled with 
a peanut butter and bird seed 
mixture. 
 Some of our activities and projects include: 

1. A community garden project.  
2. Green projects working with the local Boy Scout Troop. 

 Plan to visit the Green Team on Sunday, December 17 
(before or after worship). 

"Would I Miss the Miracle?" 
December 17 — during worship 

The Christmas cantata is always a highlight of the 
Christmas season at MUMC, as it will be again this year. 


Bring your family and friends 

for this spirit-filled musical event!

For sale on December 17: 
• Bluebird boxes 
• Log bird feeders 
Good Christmas gifts!!

“God is calling us to live differently. The 
challenges we face are imminent. Green 
Team provides vision, inspiration, and 
practical tools to help you build your faith 
while inhabiting a creation that is at risk.”
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Children's Christmas Program 
Dress Rehearsal 

Saturday, December 2 
8:30-11:00 AM 

 On Saturday morning, 
December 2, we will hold our 
final rehearsal for the Children’s 
Christmas Program, and put all 
the pieces of our Christmas 
program together. That makes the 
dress rehearsal extremely 
important! The morning will start 
with breakfast for all, followed 
by decorating the church for 
Christmas — the Hanging of the 
Greens — and then our rehearsal. 
Parents are encouraged to come 
for the entire morning as both 
helpers and participants. Please 
be sure to practice the readings 
and music at home so that your 
child is ready for our presentation 
in worship on Sunday, December 3. 

Reflections celebrates Christmas  
 The annual Reflections 
Christmas party will be held on 
Thursday, December 14 at the home 
of Karen Stern (2724 W. Highland 
Rd). We’ll begin the celebration at 
6:30 PM. Please bring a wrapped 
gift to exchange (up to $20 value). 
Contact Karen to volunteer an 
appetizer, dessert or beverage at 
262-227-7811 or 
kstern123@aol.com. We will also 
be collecting donations for Life Navigators (shampoo, 
conditioner, soap or $10 Target gift cards). 
  Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly 
for discussion and fellowship.  New women are always 
welcome. 
  
Looking ahead . . .  
Our January book will be The Coincidence of Coconut Cake, 
by Amy Reichert. 

Lunch Bunch —  
come to the Advent study   
Bible Study – 11:00 AM 
Lunch – 12:00 noon 
 The Lunch Bunch will be meeting 
through Tuesday, December 19 as we 
continue our study on faith. We will 
have a short Advent study in early 
December before we take our break over 
Christmas and return in the New Year on 
Tuesday, January 2nd  Come join us for a 
time to feed our bodies and our souls — 
you are welcome anytime, every time! 

Holiday Craft Sale 
Sundays, December 3 and 10 

 On Sunday, December 3, and the following 
Sunday, December 10, MUMC will once again 
host a holiday sale following the worship service 
to help artisans and farmers all around the world. 
Please plan to bring your gift list and help lift 
people out of poverty with the purchase of 
beautiful, hand-crafted gifts. UMCOR Fair Trade 
Coffee, Tea and Chocolates will also be available 
for purchase. 

SERRV is a nonprofit organization with a mission  
to eradicate poverty wherever it resides  
by providing opportunity and support  

to artisans and farmers worldwide. 

 For more than 60 years, SERRV has worked to eradicate 
poverty through direct connections with low-income artisans 
and farmers. They market their crafts and foods, find joint 
solutions to their challenges, and help them grow and embrace 
the future. One of the first alternative trade organizations in the 
world, SERRV is a founding member of the World Fair Trade 
Organization (formerly IFAT) and a founding member of the 
Fair Trade Federation (FTF).  
 
 SERRV strives to enrich 
lives around the world and to 
inspire real change for the 
better.  
• Their work encompasses 

more than just buying and selling.  
• They offer prepayments so their partners can sustain their 

business.  
• They create new designs so they can build their markets.  
• SERRV teaches new skills so they can develop their craft.  
• Provide grants so they can expand their resources. 
• They support equal rights for women.  
• Guide sustainable development. 
• And of course, pay a fair wage.  

Please plan to join us for this exciting opportunity  
to help others while doing your holiday shopping! 

Prayer Breakfasts 
➡ Start your New Year with prayer —  

come to one of our prayer breakfasts! 
Women's Prayer Breakfast — 	  
	 Wednesday, December 6 
	 Wednesday, January 3 
Men's Prayer Breakfast —  
	 Thursday, December 7 
	 Thursday, January 4 

 All ages are invited to gather at 7:00 AM 
for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. 
We conclude our time together with open 
Communion.  Our breakfast lasts only an hour, 
so it is the perfect way to start your day, the month, and the 
new year. 

mailto:kstern123@aol.com
mailto:kstern123@aol.com
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Winter Clothing Collection  
November 26 to December 17 
 Check your closets for good used hats, gloves, sweaters, 
and coats. Then bring them to church to donate to the Winter 
Clothing Collection, starting on November 26, 2017. Mission 
Outreach is taking them to two 
agencies this year: St. Vincent de 
Paul Mealsite at All People’s 
Church and to Repairer’s of the 
Breach. We're starting in 
November, so people will have 
warm clothing before Christmas. 
Both groups serve people who live 
on the margins. Children’s 
clothing will go to the mealsite, 
where there are families with 
young children. Repairer’s of the 
Breach serves homeless adults. 

 Here is a list of items that are needed: 
• Hats & gloves for all ages 
• Sweaters – especially large sizes for adults 
• Snowsuits for children 
• Winter coats for all ages 
• Socks for all ages 

 The collection boxes will be at the church entrance by the 
bulletin boards and in the Narthex across from the Giving Tree. 
Mission Outreach will take the clothing to Repairer’s of the 
Breach and the mealsite as the boxes fill up. 
 Thank you for making the world a little warmer for people 
who are living in the cold. Contact Marilyn Zwissler 
(marilynzwissler@att.net) for more information. 

Children's Christmas Program  
Mission Project — Heifer International 

 Every year during our Christmas program we ask for the 
congregation’s support for struggling families through the 
sponsorship of an animal through Heifer 
International. This year, in honor of this fall’s 
Passport to Peru program, we are collecting 
money to sponsor an alpaca and/or a llama 
for a family.  

• Alpacas and llamas provide families in 
need of wool with the prized 
commodity used for making blankets, 
ponchos, carpets and rope.  

• Alpacas and llamas also serve as pack 
animals. 

• Their extra wool can be sold for 
income. 

• Pasture land high in the Andes is 
scarce and vegetation is fragile, but 
with their padded feet, alpacas and 
llamas have little impact on the 
environment. 

• Their manure fertilizes the soil. 

 Each alpaca or llama we sponsor costs 
$150.00, and we are hoping to provide at least one. Thank you 
for your donations to help out families around the world this 
Christmas with a gift that keeps on giving.

Winter  
Clothing  

Drive 
Going on NOW!

Sponsor 
an alpaca 
or a llama

In the spirit of Christmas, help others by giving to these two projects

All Church Gathering 
Saturday, January 13, 2018 at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
— an invitation from Pastor Tim — 

 You are invited to our all church gathering where we will 
discuss the progress on our strategic plan as well as discuss our 
year-end 2017 budget and 
approve our budget for 2018. 
We will also offer a prayer of 
dedication for our ministries 
and teams in the New Year 
ahead of us.  
 Your presence and input 
are very important, so I hope 
you will make it a point to 
come and share your ideas. 
Let’s begin this year with rejuvenation and a rededication of 
our commitment to God, to each other, and to our community. 

Outreach Dinner & Auction — 
coming in January 

Fun and food! 
Great items for spirited bidding! 

As always, an entertaining game show! 
 Save the date! Saturday, January 
27 is the date of the Mequon United 
Methodist Church Outreach 
Auction. This year is extra special as 
we celebrate our church’s 70th year 
anniversary.  The event will be held at 
the Ozaukee Country Club and serves 
as a fundraiser and friend-raiser!  
Enjoy the company of friends and 
family with delightful food and drinks. Participate in our silent 
auction, live auction, or Celebrity Name game. More details 
will be shared in the weeks to come. Look for an invitation in 
your mailbox shortly after the holidays. See you there!

mailto:marilynzwissler@att.net
mailto:marilynzwissler@att.net
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Combined Annual Stewardship  
and Capital Campaigns — 

A Joyful Update! 
 As the deadline for publishing the December SPIRE looms, I want to share GOOD 
NEWS about  MUMC’s Combined Stewardship and Capital Campaign with our church 
family and all our friends.   
 When I was asked to chair this Campaign back in June, I worried for a time that the task 
of organizing two campaigns into one undertaking might not meet the expectations of our 
Church Council. It would mean getting support for both MUMC’s 2018 Ministry budget and 
capital needs for our church’s future. But then, I quickly realized the success of this, or any 
other task God puts before any of us relies on His will and the response of his people … not 
on our human effort alone. 
 And what a response! So many people made this campaign work beautifully … starting 
with members accepting the invitation to serve on the Campaign Cabinet. More helped 
organize church gatherings (with food, of course … we’re Methodists after all!), and even 
more undertook the tasks to get out the message about ministry and capital needs. 
 Now, we are experiencing a joy-filled result of everyone’s cooperation! As of 
November 14, more Stewardship pledges have been received for next year’s ministries than 
were received last year, and on average, pledges are higher than last year as well. Just as 
exciting is the news that more than 70% of our active members have already pledged 
support over the next five years to help meet MUMC’s capital needs.   
 That makes this year’s Combined Stewardship and Capital Campaign a tremendous 
success already, and we expect even more good news over the next several weeks as more 
members are able to determine their own financial capacity and respond to the call.  
 We will be announcing and celebrating the dollar amount of our campaign results to 
date on the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  We hope you’ll be there to hear the happy news! 
Connie Pukaite, Chairperson 
Combined 2018 Stewardship-Capital Campaign 

Campaign Cabinet - Ginger Ayres, Susan Caldwell, Shirley Campbell, 
Sandy Christensen, Bill Church, Peg Gardner, Joel Huffman, Randy Leroy, 
Mavis Luther, Marcia Schwager, Dain Shuler, Glen Van Fossen

Lots of Llama Drama 
AT The MUMC Drive-in Movie 

Join us for a special evening as we recall our Passport to 
Peru program with a family-favorite film in our MUMC Indoor 
Drive-In Movie. This year’s film will be “The Emperor’s New 
Groove,” which takes place in Peru and features a llama going 
through a lot of drama.  
 We’ll sit in “car seats” and enjoy traditional concession 
foods, served up with flair. We’ll have all of our favorites – 
popcorn, burgers, cheeseburgers, hot dogs, chicken nuggets 
and chips. There will also be fruit cups, carrots & dip, desserts 
and root beer floats!

 

Don't miss out on fun for the whole family! 
Sunday Night, January 28 

4:00-6:00 PM 
In the church’s Fellowship Hall

“The Emperor’s New Groove”
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Christmas Poinsettias 

      Help beautify MUMC’s Sanctuary for Christmas. Purchase poinsettias, 
which you may take home anytime after worship on Christmas Eve. These 
are large beautiful plants that often last weeks after Christmas if kept well 
watered and cool. The prices this year are the same as last year, and lower 
than SIX years ago! 

      One large plant in a 6.5 inch pot costs $10.00. Two plants in a 7.5 inch 
pot cost $16.00. An 8.5 inch pot with three plants is available for $24.00.    

      Place order forms with payment in the collection plate on Sundays, or 
mail to the Church (MUMC, 11011 N. Oriole Ln. Mequon, WI 53092).   

      Please make checks payable to “M.U.M.C. - poinsettias."  Please 
return order form with payment.

NAME: __________________________________________________  PHONE: _______________________ 

(As you wish to be listed in the Bulletin)

SIZE PRICE COLOR TOTAL

Red White *Jingle  
Bell

*Ice  
Crystal

ORDER

Single,

large plant

$10.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Double,

2 plants/pot

$16.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Triple,

3 plants/pot

$24.00 each # of Plants __________ 

$ ___________________

Total  $  _______________________

*Jingle Bell is red with pink flecks. Ice Crystal has a red edge, white center. 

IF choosing color OTHER THAN RED,  
what is your second choice if it is unavailable? ___________ 

Deadline for your order — Sunday, December 3, 2107 
Thank you!

Christmas Season Worship Music!

November 26 – Sanctuary Choir 
December 2 – Children’s Christmas Program 
December 9 – Carols, Your Choice 
December 17 – Sanctuary Choir  
     Christmas Cantata —  
     Would I Miss the Miracle?

December 24 – Carols and Stories 
Christmas Eve –  
 5:00 PM – Shulers, Gardners, and Youth 
 9:00 PM – Sanctuary Choir 
December 31 – The Shuler Family 
January 7 – College Ensemble
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Holiday Health and Safety tips 
~~~ Advice from the MUMC Parish Nurse Team ~~~

 The holidays are a great opportunity to enjoy time with 
family and friends, celebrate life, to be grateful, and reflect 
on what’s important. They are also a time to appreciate the 
gift of health. Here are some holiday tips to support your 
efforts for health and safety this season. 

Wash your hands often 
 Keeping hands clean is one of the most important steps 
you can take to avoid getting sick and spreading germs to 
others. Wash your hands with soap and clean running water, 
and rub them together for at least 20 seconds. Cover your 
mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. If 
you don’t have tissue, cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve 
or elbow, not your hands. 

Stay Warm 
 Cold temperatures can cause 
serious health problems, especially in 
infants and older adults. Stay dry, and 
dress warmly in several layers. 

Manage stress 
 The holidays don’t need to take a 
toll on your health and pocketbook. 
Keep your commitments and spending 
in check. Balance work, home, and 
play. Get support from family and 
friends. Keep a relaxed and positive 
outlook. Make sure to get proper sleep. 

Travel safely 
 Whether you're traveling across town or around the 
world, help ensure your trip is safe. Don’t drink and drive, 
and don’t let someone else drink and drive. Wear a seat belt 
every time you drive or ride in a motor vehicle. Always 
buckle your child in the car using a child safety seat, booster 
seat, or seat belt appropriate for his/her height, weight, and 
age. 

Be Smoke Free 
 Avoid smoking and breathing other people's smoke. If 
you smoke, quit today! Call 1-800-QUIT-NOW or talk to 
your health care provider for help. 

Get check-ups and vaccinations 
 Exams and screenings can help find potential problems 
early, when the chances for treatment and cure are often 
better. Vaccinations help prevent diseases and save lives. 
Schedule a visit with your health care provider for needed 
exams and screenings. Ask what vaccinations and tests you 
should get based on your age, lifestyle, travel plans, medical 
history, and family health history. 

Watch the kids 
 Children are at high risk for injuries. Keep a watchful 
eye on your kids when they’re eating and playing. Keep 
potentially dangerous toys, food, drinks, household items, 
choking hazards (like coins and hard candy), and other 
objects out of kids' reach. Learn how to provide early 
treatment for children who are choking. Make sure toys are 
used properly. Develop rules about acceptable and safe 
behaviors, including using electronic media. 

Prevent injuries 
 Injuries can happen anywhere, and some often occur 
around the holidays. Use step stools instead of climbing on 
furniture when hanging decorations. Leave the fireworks to 
the professionals. Wear a helmet when riding a bicycle or 

skateboarding to help prevent head 
injuries. Keep vaccinations up to date. 
 Most residential fires occur during the 
winter months. Keep candles away 
from children, pets, walkways, trees, 
and curtains. Never leave fireplaces, 
stoves, or candles unattended. Don't 
use generators, grills, or other gasoline- 
or charcoal-burning devices inside your 
home or garage. Install a smoke 
detector and carbon monoxide detector 
in your home. Test them once a month, 
and replace batteries twice a year. 

Handle and prepare food safely

 As you prepare holiday meals, keep yourself and your 
family safe from food-related illness. Wash hands and 
surfaces often. Avoid cross-contamination by keeping raw 
meat, poultry, seafood, and eggs (including their juices) away 
from ready-to-eat foods and eating surfaces. Cook foods to 
the proper temperature. Refrigerate promptly. Do not leave 
perishable foods out for more than two hours. 

Eat healthy, and be active 
 With balance and moderation, you can enjoy the 
holidays the healthy way.  Choose fresh fruit as a festive and 
sweet substitute for candy. Limit fats, salt, and sugary foods. 
Find fun ways to stay active, such as dancing to your favorite 
holiday music. Be active for at least 2½ hours a week. Help 
kids and teens be active for at least 1 hour a day. 

Source:  CDC.gov

"Love is what's in the room with you 
at Christmas if  you stop opening 
presents and just listen."  

Bobby - age 7

http://CDC.gov
http://CDC.gov
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….. Stories for Christmas …..

The Meaning Behind the Songs of Christmas 
by Elna Hickson 

 We come to this season of Christmas welcoming the wonderful melodies and words that 
we will hear everywhere and, of course, the carols we will sing at our various services. This 
year, our Christmas Eve 9:30 AM service will be special. We will sing carols but the Pastor’s 
Message will be split up and offered prior to each carol — expressing the meaning behind 
each one. Hopefully, the message will give a new insight to the words as we sing them. 
 In anticipation of that experience, I would like to share the meaning behind three secular 
songs that touch us deeply and, I would say, have their own spiritual content. Two of them — 
“I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”  — were 
written towards the end of WW II. They brought hope and comfort to those who were far 
from loved ones, those who needed comfort. There was a hope and belief that the war would 
soon be over which was a message that was cherished by those serving and those waiting at 
home for the return of their loved ones.     
 The third one, “We Need a Little Christmas," comes from the musical “Mame” which 
opened in May, 1966. The song had a message essential to the plot but it was received at 
another time of turmoil in the country — the Vietnam War, assassinations, school integration, 
racial equality struggles — when optimism for the future was low and when the country 
needed hope and comfort NOW. 
 Whether sung by Bing Crosby, or Judy Garland, or Angela Lansbury, and so many 
others since, each song, without being sacred as such, still held the spiritual message of 
comfort, peace, and hope. 
 Do join us on Sunday, December 24, at 9:30 AM to find this message in the carols we 
will sing.

Gift-giving solutions 
 Trying to find gifts for certain people — or letting 
others know what you want — can be quite challenging. 
After all, most of us don’t need anything.  
 Realizing that the best gifts aren’t material items 
offers a new perspective on giving and receiving. Consider 
these insights from author Charles Swindoll:  
 “Some gifts you can give this Christmas are beyond 
monetary value: Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell 
someone ‘I love you.’ Give something away — anonymously. 
Forgive someone who has treated you wrong. Turn away 
wrath with a soft answer. Visit someone in a nursing home. 
Apologize if you were wrong. Be especially kind to 
someone with whom you work. Give as God gave to you in 
Christ, without obligation, or announcement, or 
reservation, or hypocrisy.” 

Reconsider the rush 
 The Christmas rush leads to stress for many people. 
But author Burton Hills viewed the madness from another 
perspective:  
 “Eventually, the hour comes when the rushing ends and 
the race against the calendar mercifully comes to a close. 
It is only now, perhaps, that we truly recognize the spirit of 
Christmas. It is not a matter of days or weeks, but of 
centuries — [more than] twenty of them now since that 
holy night in Bethlehem. Regarded in this manner, the pre-
Christmas rush may do us greater service than we realize. 
With all its temporal confusion, it may just help us to see 
that by contrast, Christmas itself is eternal.” 

The wonder of Christmas 
 At Christmas, shivers in the spine have 
nothing to do with climate. Songs are sung not 
with the lips but with the heart. And light comes 
not from utilities but from the heavens. 

One of the most glorious messes in the world is 
the mess created in the living room on Christmas 
Day. Don't clean it up too quickly.  

— Andy Rooney
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 Jane went to the 
Layton School of Art 
and finds art and 
students very 
interesting. She has her 
certification in Early 
Childhood and comes 
to us with 17 years of 
experience in Early 
Childhood from 
University School. Jane 
has a long term interest in creative endeavors, and 
different ways to develop creativity. She is a 
member of the Mequon United Methodist Church 
and always wants to help where she can. She 
feels that Sonlight is just like a warm wonderful 
family. 

Sonlight Scoop 
December 2017

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.

 Sonlight has had such wonderful things happen in the 
past couple of weeks. The Fall Harvest Costume Parade 
was a huge success. The children paraded through 
Fellowship Hall, and then went trick-or-treating to the 
offices and the classrooms.  

 The Fall Festival was enjoyed by all. There were almost 
120 people who enjoyed a tasty Thanksgiving lunch catered 
by Chuck’s Place. We are so thankful for our 
students, the families, and the caring teachers who 
share their talents each and every day.  

 Christmas Cheer, a special 
celebration time for Sonlight 
families, will be held on 
December 19. Rumor has it that 
Santa might visit while we’re 
enjoying holiday treats!

Meet the staff at Sonlight 
 Sonlight Child Development Center is an important mission of MUMC. It was 
created by Dick Vogel and Ed Mordy over a decade ago, and it is going strong. Sonlight 
thought it might be nice for you to get to know the staff that cares for kids every day of 
the week. A few staff will be highlighted each month. 

 Emily originally 
was inspired to go into 
education because her 
brother, who has 
cerebral palsy, had many 
teachers and friends who 
helped him. She found 
her passion for working 
with children as a helper 
for her brother and other 
students with unique 

needs. Emily was very shy as a child, and had 
teachers that reached out to her, so she wanted to 
help other children to feel just as welcomed as she 
felt. Emily has an Early Childhood degree from 
MATC and is working on a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Education with a minor in Special Ed at 
Cardinal Stritch University. She believes all kids 
deserve a chance to have an awesome place to call 
their second home.
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Church Staff 
Pastor: Tim O’Brien 
 pastor@mequonumc.org  
Office Manager: DeWayna Cherrington 
 office@mequonumc.org 
Finance Manager: Karen Huffman 
 finance@mequonumc.org 
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson 
 michellehynson@gmail.com 
Organist: Elna Hickson 
 ehickson@wi.rr.com 
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
 shulers4@sbcglobal.net  
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner 
 mumckidstuff@gmail.com 
Youth Director: Olivia Peters 
 olivia.bedran@gmail.com 
Sonlight CDC Director: Sue Lyon 
 info@sonlightcdc.org 
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager 
 mkschwager@sbcglobal.net   

MUMC office: 262-242-4770 
 fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 office@mequonumc.org 
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
 Closed Fridays 
Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
 and Sunday School 
 First Sunday is Family Sunday  
       (no Sunday School) 
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

Big Batch Farmhouse Cookies 
from Ann Miller 
2 c. margarine  
 (or 1 c. margarine and 1 c. shortening) 
1 1/2 c. white sugar 
1 1/2 c. dark brown sugar 
2 tsp. salt 
4 large eggs 
2 t. vanilla 
2 1/2 c. flour    >> 
2 c. whole wheat flour  >>  
2 c. oatmeal flakes 
2 tsp. baking soda 
12 oz. (or more) chocolate chips 
2 c. chopped pecans 

• Combine butter/shortening, both sugars and salt. Cream.  
• Add eggs and vanilla, 
• Combine flours, oats and soda and add to creamed mix. Stir well. 

Scrape sides of bowl. 
• Add chocolate chips and pecans and mix well. 
• Use ungreased cookie sheets. 350 oven for 8-10 minutes. 
• I use medium ice cream scoop for bigger cookies  
     and added 5 minutes to baking time.

(I sometimes use 4 1/2 c. all white flour)

Fall clean-up of MUMC's Adopted Roadways 
Thank You! 

Thank you to all who stepped up on a blustery November day to clean up our 
adopted roadways near Carpenter Park on November 12. Our day was organized 
by Wendy Porterfield, who led the brigade, ably assisted by Devin Curran, Linda 
Mordy, Nancy Gruner, Tim, Audra, Alyssa, Connor and Madelyn O’Brien and 
Jeff and Marie Widder. Thanks also to Connor and Audra O’Brien for making and 
serving a delicious lunch of chili and corn muffins to warm us up before we 
headed out. 

This important stewardship to God’s creation could not happen without your 
help. Thank you so much for making it happen. 

Thanksgiving food — TWO big thank yous! 

(1) Full bags for Family Sharing. The Mission Outreach committee would 
like to thank you for your generous support of the annual Thanksgiving food 
collection for Family Sharing of Ozaukee County. 75 very full bags of food 
and 10 bags of clothing were donated. Family Sharing truly appreciates our 
help as they continue their mission of serving the needs of low-income, 
elderly, and disabled residents of Ozaukee County. 

(2) Thanksgiving Dinner at the mealsite. Very big thanks go to everyone 
who supported the Thanksgiving Dinner at the mealsite. Thanks for turkeys 
and ham and all the side dishes. Thanks to everyone who helped prepare the 
meal. Sincere thanks come from the guests who came for this meal because 
they had no family to join, or no wherewithal to provide a meal, or just no 
place to go. MUMC helped brighten the day with all the parts a traditional 
Thanksgiving meal.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Our greatest need 
If our greatest need had been information,  
God would have sent us an educator.  

If our greatest need had been technology,  
God would have sent us a scientist.  

If our greatest need had been money,  
God would have sent us an economist.  

If our greatest need had been pleasure,  
God would have sent us an entertainer.  

But our greatest need was forgiveness  
 and acceptance,  
so God sent us a Savior.

Greatest worth 
He came a babe of lowly birth.  
He was God’s Son of greatest worth.  
We, like the angels, sing with mirth  
because God sent his Son to earth  
to ransom us and claim our worth.  
Praise God this babe of lowly birth!  

—MaryAnn Sundby

"Christmas, my child, is love in action. Every time we 
love, every time we give, it's Christmas"   — Dale Evans 

Christmas is love tugging us back to God with the 
powerful clasp of a tiny hand reaching out from a bed 
of straw. 

Jesus did not come to make God's love possible, but to 
make God's love visible. 

"Maybe Christmas, [the Grinch] thought, doesn't come 
from a store.   — Dr. Seuss 

Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete 
only when it is in the heart of man.

Children's Program - Dec. 3 
Choir Cantata - Dec. 17 

Artisan Craft Sale - Dec. 3 & 10


