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Mequon United
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

December 2015

Advent and Christmas at MUMC 
Saturday, December 5 
 8:30 AM — Breakfast of pancakes, sausages,  
      eggs, fruit, and more! 
 Followed by —  

• Hanging of the Greens — Come decorate the 
church for Christmas! 

• Children’s Christmas Program Dress rehearsal 
 Afternoon – SERRV sale set-up 

Sunday, December 6 
• 9:30 AM — Children’s Christmas 

Program: “The Colors of Christmas” 
• 10:30 AM — SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, 

supporting artisans and Fair Trade 
around the world 

Sunday, December 13  
• 9:30 AM — Congregational Carol Sing 
• 10:30 AM — 

- Youth Bake Sale to support the 
summer mission trip 

- SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, 
supporting artisans and Fair 
Trade around the world 

Sunday, December 20  
• 9:30 AM — Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata: 

“Follow the Star, Follow the King” 

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship 
• 5:00 PM — Family Service of Carols and Candles 
• 9:00 PM — Traditional Service of Carols and Candles

Christmas is not as much about opening 
our presents as opening our hearts.

—Janice Maeditere

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org


!2

Pastor Tim’s Message

 As I write this, Christmas is only a month away. It has become a fact of life 
that this time of waiting and counting down has become one of the busiest times 
of the year for most people. For many this is a time of hectic rushing around to 
shop at stores, attend parties, and try to connect with family. How ironic that this 
time of joyous celebration leaves many feeling rundown, disconnected, or just 
plain tired.  

So, in the midst of our hurrying, let us take time and see that behind the 
commercial forces that drive many of us of this season, there is a deeper 
meaning to this time of expectation. As we move through this busy time, I 
would like to remind and urge us all to slow down so that we can focus on the 
most important gift we can receive in this Holy Season 

Christmas is God’s gift to us – a gift of light and life, hope and grace. This 
gift is a reflection of God’s concern for the world and God’s desire to heal it and 
drive away its darkness. The gift of Christmas, therefore, is the one and only gift 
that gives our lives focus and meaning. We are called to bear Christ’s light to the 
world by our love expressed through works of mercy and acts of justice. At 
Christmas, we are invited once again to walk in the light and take the light into 
the world.  

So, let’s think about giving some gifts that will help expand this light of 
Christ into our world such as: 

• Fixing a dish or meal for someone in our community who is sick, 
disabled or needy; or, inviting them to share a meal with you. 

• Taking a few minutes each day to envision a world of peace and reflect on 
what we could do to help make that happen in our homes and 
neighborhoods. 

• Volunteering our time at the Meal Site on January 28th or at our next host 
week (February 14-21) for Family Promise 

• Taking an inventory of our possessions and thinking about what we could 
donate to Goodwill or give to someone in need  

• Making a commitment to increase our time in prayer as we reflect on and 
open ourselves up to be used as instruments of Christ’s hope and peace in 
even greater ways in the coming year. 

May this Christmas season be a holy time as we receive the greatest gift 
given to us through the birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh, who is the promise 
of love fulfilled in Bethlehem, the gift of peace, and the future of hope for us all.  

In God’s Love, 
Pastor Tim

Church Conference 
Wednesday, December 2  

6:00 p.m. 
A light supper will be 

served starting at 6:00 p.m. 
 Please mark your calendars and 
plan on attending our church 
conference on December 2nd as we 
gather together as a community to 
do the business of the church. This 
is an important time for us to talk 
about our ministry and make 
decisions that will move the church 
forward. Pastor Tim hopes you will 
take the time to come and be a part 
of shaping our mission and ministry 
as a church community. 

Everyone come to MUMC on 
Saturday, December 5!!! 

Beginning at 8:30 AM:


✦ Breakfast for everyone


✦ Hanging of the greens 
(decorating MUMC for 
the Christmas season)


✦ Children’s Christmas 
Program rehearsal
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It’s time for Christmas at MUMC!

Children’s Christmas Program 
December 6 

“Color It Christmas” 
 On Sunday morning, December 6, the children, assisted by 
the Youth Choir, will present their annual Christmas program in 
worship. This year’s program is called “Color It Christmas,” 
and will feature artwork as well as music by the children. 
Please plan to join them for their joyful, artistic celebration. 

Children’s Christmas Program  
Dress Rehearsal 

Saturday, December 5 
8:30 - 11:00 AM 

 On Saturday morning, December 5, we will hold our final 
rehearsal for the Children’s Christmas Program, and put all the 
pieces of our colorful artistic puzzle together. The morning will 
start with breakfast for all, followed by 
decorating the church for Christmas — the 
Hanging of the Greens — and then our 
rehearsal. Parents are encouraged to come for 
the entire morning as both helpers and 
participants. That makes the dress rehearsal 
extremely important! Please be sure to practice 
the readings at home so that your child is ready for our 
presentation in worship on Sunday, December 6. 

Reflections Christmas Party
 The Reflections Book Group will celebrate Christmas with 
a party at the home of Susan Ryan on Thursday, December 
10th. The festivities begin at 6:30 PM. Those attending are 
asked to bring a wrapped holiday-themed gift (up to $20 value) 
for our gift exchange. Please contact Susan  (262-238-4435) to 
RSVP and to volunteer to bring an appetizer, sweet or beverage 
to share. No discussion book this month.   
  Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly 
for discussion and fellowship.  New women are always 
welcome! Contact Barb Henneck 
at bhenneck@wi.rr.com for 
information about the group.   
  
Looking ahead  . . .  
our January book will be The Boys 
in the Boat, by Daniel James 
Brown. 

Come to hear 
the Sanctuary Choir Cantata 

Follow the Star,  
Follow the King! 
The Journey from  
Darkness to Light 

Sunday, December 20 
9:30 AM 

Youth Bake Sale

Sunday, December 13,


after worship

Pick up yummy items baked by MUMC Youth  

for your own munching or for gifts. 
Your purchases support the Youth Mission Trip 

Christmas Giving Tree Opportunities 
Gifts Due by Sunday, December 13th

 The MUMC Christmas Giving Tree project will run 
through December 13. If you would like to participate,  
here’s how: 
• Toy Collection. Drop off 

unwrapped toys for children of any 
age. Items  will be delivered to the 
Milwaukee Salvation Army Toy 
Drive collection center on Monday, 
December 14. 

• Ozaukee County Foster Care 
will receive gift cards only. 
Purchase gift cards of any amount 
to benefit young adults who are 
recently independent from Ozaukee 
County Foster Care. Some 
suggestions are Walmart,  
Walgreens, CVS, Target, Kohls or 
gas cards.  

 Please contact Karen Stern 
262-242-7811 with questions. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas!

mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
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Children’s Christmas Program 
Mission Project — 

Heifer International 
 Every year during our Christmas program we 

ask for the congregation’s support for 
struggling families through the sponsorship 

of an animal through Heifer International. This 
year, in honor of the Critter Camp Habitat 
we built this summer, we are once again 
asking for your support for bees and trees. 

Through your generosity, we can help a family establish a bee 
colony that will not only provide a source of revenue for the 
family, but pollination for the plants surrounding it. Your gift of 
trees will provide fruit, shade and stability for eroding land. To 
provide one family with bees costs $30. For an additional $60, 
we can buy a tree. 
 This tree gift includes seedlings and saplings of trees 
appropriate to the region. Recipients are educated on nurturing 
young trees and the 
importance of reforestation.  
 Each gift of a tree: 

• Provides firewood and 
fodder 

• Yields nutritious fruits 
and nuts that improve 
health 

• Enriches the soil and 
purifies the air 

 A family with a small 
orchard is able to supplement 
their diet with delicious fruits and vegetables while becoming 
self-reliant at the same time. Passing on the seedlings enables 
communities to continue the cycle of sustainability. Your plant 
a tree gift ensures a healthy, productive future while fighting 
poverty and hunger. 
 One of Heifer International's most important promises is to 
care for the Earth. They believe that, for development to be 
sustainable, they must help families raise their livestock in 
harmony with nature.  Your donation toward a tree today will 
help them carry out that mission. 

Music notes 

Music in worship for 
Advent and Christmas: 
December 6 — Children’s 
   Christmas Program! 
December 13 — Carol Sing 
 and Elna/Ellen duets! 
December 20 —  
 Sanctuary Choir   
 CANTATA! 
December 24 —  
 5:00 PM – Children’s Music 
 9:00 PM – Sanctuary Choir 
December 27 — Shuler Family Christmas Music 
January 3 – Youth Choirs 

Holiday Craft Sale 
December 6 and 13 

 On Sunday, December 6, and the following Sunday, 
December 13, MUMC will be hosting a holiday sale following 
the worship service to help artisans and farmers all around the 
world. Please plan to bring your gift list and help lift people out 
of poverty with the purchase of beautiful, hand-crafted gifts. 
UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolates will also be 
available for purchase. 

SERRV is a nonprofit organization with  
a mission to eradicate poverty wherever  

it resides by providing opportunity and support  
to artisans and farmers worldwide. 

 
 For more than 60 years, 
SERRV has worked to 
eradicate poverty through 
direct connections with low-
income artisans and farmers. 
They market their crafts and 
foods, find joint solutions to 
their challenges, and help 
them grow and embrace the 
future. One of the first 
alternative trade organizations 
in the world, SERRV is a 
founding member of the 
World Fair Trade 
Organization (formerly IFAT) 
and a founding member of the 
Fair Trade Federation (FTF).  

 
SERRV strives to enrich lives around the world  

and to inspire real change for the better. 

- Their work encompasses more than just buying and selling. 
- They offer prepayments so their partners can sustain their 

business.  
- Create new designs so they can build their markets.  
- Teach new skills so they can develop their craft.  
- Provide grants so they can expand their resources.  
- They support equal rights for women.  
- Guide sustainable development. 
- And of course, pay a fair wage.  

Please plan to join us for this exciting opportunity to 
help others while doing your holiday shopping! 

Christmas at MUMC … more!
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Celebrate New Year’s Eve at MUMC! 
Join us for another family-friendly  
New Year’s Eve at MUMC! 

 The movie for this year is: You’ve Got Mail with Tom 
Hanks and Meg Ryan. We have some way-too-funny and 
unique games/activities that everyone in a family can enjoy – 
and feel free to bring what you would like to share with the 
gang. If you are able, we would love to share any yummy 
food/treat that you know our crowd will enjoy. 
 Let’s gather in the Fellowship Hall at 7:00 PM and stay 
until we see the ball drop.  
 Any questions please call Audra on her cell at 
262-388-0366 or email audraobrien931@gmail.com (she will 
get back to you as soon as she is able). 
 What fun it will be to open the year 2016 with our 
wonderful MUMC family (and guests)! 

Adult Spiritual Formation 
Opportunities 

Lunch Bunch   
Bible Study – 11:00 AM 
Lunch – 12:00 p.m. 
 The lunch bunch will be meeting through Tuesday, 
December 15. We will then take our break over Christmas and 
return in the New Year on Tuesday, January 5. Come join us 
for a time to feed our bodies and our souls - you are welcome 
anytime, every time! 

Prayer Breakfasts: 
Women's Prayer Breakfast: 
 Wednesday, December 2 
 Wednesday, January 6 

Men's Prayer Breakfast:  
 Thursday, December 3 
 Thursday, January 7 

 All ages are invited to gather at 
7:00 a.m. for a simple breakfast, 
Bible study, and prayer. We conclude 
our time together with open 
Communion.  Our breakfast lasts 
only an hour, so it is the perfect way to start your day and 
begin the month.  

~ Coming in January ~ 
Mission Outreach Auction!

Saturday, January 30 
Ozaukee Country Club 

5:30 to 9:00 pm

✦ Please plan to join us for 
dinner and auction fun! 

✦ Don't miss Family Feud 
staring Lou and Rick! 

✦ Also staring our own MUMC 
auctioneer, Ben Gruettner! 

✦ Begin thinking of auction 
items you would like to 
contribute. 

✦ Enjoy all of this while helping 
to support missions locally, 
nationally and globally.

All Church Gathering 
Saturday, January 16 

10:00 AM 
Fellowship Hall 

~~ An invitation from Pastor Tim ~~ 
 You are invited to our all church gathering where we will 
review our strategic plan as 
well as discuss our year-end 
2015 budget and approve our 
budget for 2016. We will also 
offer a prayer of dedication 
for our ministries and teams 
in the New Year ahead of us.  
 Your presence and input 
are very important, so I hope 
you will make it a point to come and share your ideas. Let’s 
begin this year with rejuvenation and a rededication of our 
commitment to God, to each other, and to our community. 

Start your  
New Year  

with 
prayer.  

Come to 
one  

of our 
prayer 

breakfasts!

Put these upcoming events on your calendars

Newsletter deadline: 
Articles for the January 2016 
issue of “the Spire” are due 
Tuesday, December 29.
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Family Promise – Our First Host Week 
 We have completed our first week as a Host Church for Family Promise 
Ozaukee County.  Although the Day Center did get phone calls, and did do 
some scheduled assessments, no one committed to entering the Family 
Promise program during our week.  We were told that one Mother and her 
seven year old son may be entering the program on November 30th. 
 What we did determine was that MUMC was ready and able to serve 
homeless families if we were needed.  We now have an excellent network of 
trained volunteers who are ready and willing to provide whatever is needed to 
ensure that our guests have food and a safe place to stay. 
 We were ably assisted by our two Support churches, Witness Community 
and Beautiful Savior Lutheran.  They are excited to share in this ministry with 
us, and we look forward to working with them in 2016 and beyond. 
 As we look toward our Host weeks in 2016, we can always use more 
volunteers, especially as overnight Hosts.  Many hands make for less work for 
everyone.  If you did not volunteer for our first week, but would like to in 
2016, please contact us. 
 Thank you so very much to everyone, whether you donated items to get us 
started, volunteered to work in some capacity during the week, provided 
funding to enable us to have all of the items that we needed, or expressed your 
desire to help but were not needed this time around.  Your generous offering of 
time, talent, and prayers, and your patience as we waited for our first guests to 
arrive have truly made this endeavor a success, and proves that MUMC is 
willing and able to reach out a helping hand to those less fortunate in our 
community. 
 Our most sincere gratitude to all, 
 Ross & Jean Paulus

Outreach Auction 
Donations Needed! 
 In order to achieve the 
Mission Outreach Auction hoped 
for success; we need silent and 
voice auction items. Special 
dinners, event tickets and unique 
opportunities are always popular. 
Contact Karen Huffman at 
finance@mequonumc.org to 
donate an auction item. 

Witnessing God’s World Program a Success 
 Thirty-two people turned out for the October 28th 
program that featured the Storers and the Zwisslers and their 
experiences in Africa and the Isle of Iona, respectively.  A 
follow-up survey of the attendees indicated that that the 
program was very good to excellent. On the survey, those who 
attended this event also reported that food (dessert), 
fellowship and weekday evening schedule were a plus.  
 There were suggestions to also try other types of 
programs, including those that provide opportunities for more 
faith reflection. Watch “the Spire” next month for an 
announcement on the next adult program. For information or 
to make suggestions about adult programs, see Joe Hill or 
Pastor Tim. 

Friends and Family CPR Course 
Saturday, January 30 

• The focus of this class is 
adult CPR. 

• Class is on Saturday, 
January 30 — and will 
begin at 10:00 AM 

• The course is 
approximately 2 hours. It 
will be given at MUMC. 

• This class is open to 
anyone interested in 
learning skills and 
hands-only CPR. 

• Pre-registration by 
January 27 is required 
to participate and class 
size is limited. 

• Contact Susan 
Solverson with any questions and/or to sign up for this 
training — 262-375-9818 or susansolverson@wi.rr.com 
or susanbasket@icloud.com 

Flower Chart for 2016 
 The flower chart for 2016 will be posted 
on the wall near the church office (across from 
the elevator). Sign up to provide flowers for the 
church altar on Sundays. Not only will your 
flowers beautify the church during Sunday 
worship, but you can use the opportunity to lift 
up the memory of someone or to honor a 
celebrated event (birthday, anniversary, etc.). 

Pre-registration 
for this CPR 

course is 
required.

mailto:finance@mequonumc.org
mailto:susansolverson@wi.rr.com
mailto:susanbasket@icloud.com
mailto:finance@mequonumc.org
mailto:susansolverson@wi.rr.com
mailto:susanbasket@icloud.com
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Christmas Poinsettias 

 Help beautify our Sanctuary for Christmas week with the purchase 
of poinsettias, which you may take home anytime after the last service 
on Christmas Eve. These are large beautiful plants that often last weeks 
after Christmas if kept well watered and cool. The prices this year are 
the same as last year, and lower than the previous FOUR years! 
 A single large plant in a 6.5 inch pot with gold pot cover may be 
purchased for $10.00. Double-plants in 7.5 inch pots with gold pot 
covers may be purchased for 16.00 each. And this year, an 8.5 inch pot 
with three plants is available for $24.00.   

Order forms, along with payment, may be mailed to MUMC at 
11011 N. Oriole Lane, Mequon, WI 53092 

Please make checks payable to “M.U.M.C. - poinsettias”.          
(Please return order form with payment.) 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

NAME:  _____________________________________  PHONE: __________________ 
(As you wish to be listed in the Bulletin)

SIZE PRICE COLOR TOTAL

RED WHITE PINK MARBLE ORDER

Single,  
large plant

$10.00 
each # of Plants: ___________                

                   $___________

Double,  
2 plants/pot

$16.00 
each # of Plants: ___________                 

                  $___________

Triple,  
3 plants/pot

$24.00 
each # of Plants ___________                 

                 $___________

IF choosing marbled-color, what is your second choice if it is unavailable? _______________ 
The last day to order is  

Wednesday, December 9, 2015. 
Thank you!

Fire in the church kitchen — yes, it can happen 
	 Please remember this:  when a mess is made in the kitchen and not cleaned up 
serious situations can, and do, occur. Recently, a spill was not cleaned up in one of the 
burners on the stove and, because it had not been cleaned, we almost had a large fire 
while preparing a meal for our Sunday night family ministry. As every burner on the 
stove was being washed and cleaned, it became apparent that this had not been one spill 
but an accumulation of several spills. Until a kitchen cleaning bee can be scheduled and 
attended, we all have to make this a priority. 

➡Please clean the burners on the stove if you 
experience even the smallest spill.
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The Christmas Virus - Contagious! 
The Christmas Virus symptoms: 

- Increased sense of gratitude for one's blessings - especially for the gift of life.  
- A desire to share goodwill and kindness - even to strangers. 
- Impulsively extending hospitality to others. 
- An urge to serve the needs of others. 
- An unmistakable ability to enjoy each moment. 
- A tendency to think and act spontaneously rather than on fears. 
- A loss of interest in judging other people. 
- A loss of interest in interpreting the actions of others. 
- A loss of interest in conflict. 
- A loss of the ability to worry. 
- Frequent, overwhelming episodes of appreciation. 
- Contented feelings of connectedness with others and nature. 
- Frequent attacks of smiling. 
- An increasing tendency to let things happen rather than make them happen. 
- An increased susceptibility to the love extended by others as well as the 

uncontrollable urge to extend it. 
- A feeling of joy. 

May we all be infected with Christmas!   
Happy Holidays from the Parish Nurse Ministry Team.

Parish 
Nurse

Book Fair Thanks 
 Participation was down for 
our Book Fair this year, but we 
still managed to earn enough to 
donate $384 worth of books to 
Next Door’s Books for Kids 
Program. Next Door’s program 
was established in 1990 with the 
hope that all children in 
Milwaukee’s central city, 
regardless of family income or education levels, could have 
access to books. They give two books a month to their early 
education students at Next Door and also distribute books to 
neighborhood families and teachers throughout the city -- FOR 
FREE!  
 Thanks to all who donated by buying books. Special thanks 
to our Book Fair volunteers who made the fair possible: Peter 
Gardner, Barb Henneck, Gayle Meyer, Ann Miller and Linda 
Mordy.   

Thanksgiving food collection  
for Family Sharing 
 The Outreach committee would like to thank the MUMC 
congregation for their help with the Thanksgiving food collection 
for Family Sharing of Ozaukee County. Over 90 bags filled with 
much needed food items and 20 bags of clothing were picked up 
by Family Sharing in time for distribution for the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Family Sharing serves the needs of low income, elderly 
and disabled residents in our county. Thank you for your 
generous donations.

Adopt-a-road thanks! 
 Thanks to the hard working crew who toiled to clean 
up the Mequon roadways assigned to MUMC (Zedler 
Lane and Port Washington Lane). The weather 
cooperated and our roadways are now clean of trash.  
 An organized crew from MUMC will clean up these 
streets on a regular basis, at least twice a year. Watch for 
the next scheduled clean up date in the spring. 

BIG thanks to Devin (tree-sitting), Wendy,  
Mavis, Jeff, Barb, Ed, and Linda
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 Looking for a way to make Christmas more 
meaningful … or a way to help those in need … or 
the perfect gift for someone who needs nothing? 
Look through this suggestion list of organizations 
and programs which would appreciate your 
donation very much. Give just to help out — or give 
in honor of a loved one.

Local programs and organizations — 
 supported by MUMC Outreach Mission funds or 
items. Go to each website to check out the 
organization, its mission and services. Many of them 
offer an online donation service. 
• Advocates of Ozaukee — provides services and shelter for 

those experiencing domestic or sexual violence; 
www.advocatesofozaukee.com; P.O. Box 80166, Saukville, WI 
53080 

• COPE Hotline Ozaukee Co. — provides emotional support 
and crisis intervention with a 24-hour helpline; 
www.copeservices.org; 885 Badger Circle, Grafton, WI 53024 

• Family Promise — www.familypromiseozaukee.org;  donate to 
the organization — check made out to “Family Promise of 
Ozaukee, Inc.” and mail to Johnson Bank, 1555 W. Mequon 
Rd., Mequon, WI 53092 

• Family Sharing of Oz Co. — provides food and household 
items to people in need; familysharingozaukee.org/index.php; 
1002 Overland Court, Grafton, WI 53024 

• Hunger Task Force — free and local food bank and anti-
hunger advocate; www.hungertaskforce.org; 201 S. Hawley 
Court, Milwaukee, WI 53214 

• Interfaith Caregivers Ozaukee — volunteers providing non-
medical help to seniors and individuals with disabilities; 
interfaithozaukee.org; Interfaith Caregivers of Ozaukee County, 
885 Badger Circle, Grafton, WI  53024 

• Kathy’s House — a “home away from home” for individuals 
(and their caregivers) seeking medical care in the Milwaukee 
area; www.kathys-house.org; Kathy’s House, Inc., 600 N 103rd 
Street, Milwaukee, WI 53226 

• Northcott Neighborhood House — provides food, clothing, 
and shelter to the needy, plus community and youth programs; 
northcotthouse.org; 2460 N. 6th Street, Milwaukee, WI 53212 

• Pathfinders — provides shelter and support for Milwaukee at-
risk and homeless teens; http://pathfindersmke.org; 4200 North 
Holton St., Suite 400, Milwaukee, WI 53212 

• St. Vincent DePaul meal site — MUMC serves meals, 
provides food items and funds; www.svdpmilw.org/
meal_program.aspx; St. Vincent de Paul Meal Program of 
Milwaukee, 9601 W. Silver Spring Drive, Milwaukee, WI 
53225-3301 

• UM Children’s Services — serves women, children and 
families with a children’s center, transitional living program, 
and family resource center; umcs-wi.org; United Methodist 
Children’s Services, 3940 West Lisbon Avenue, Milwaukee, 
WI53208 

• UMC Summerfield Church — MUMC supports the meal 
program at this church; www.summerfieldchurch.org; 728 E. 
Juneau Ave. Milwaukee, WI 53202 

The General Board of Global Ministries — 
 The General Board of Global Ministries is the global        
mission agency of The United Methodist Church. Global 
Ministries has personnel, programs, and mission partners in 
136 countries. Through the website, www.umcmission.org, 
you can search the many ongoing 
projects to which gifts may be made. 
 Projects are designated by an        
“Advance” number. The Advance for 
Christ and His Church (“The Advance”) 
is the accountable, designated mission 
giving arm of The United Methodist 
Church that ensures 100 percent of each 
gift is used for its intended mission or 
ministry. 
 At the above website, you can        
narrow in to a specific area you may like 
to help support. Your search can be done by project 
category (health, education, hunger, etc.); or by region of 
the world; or focus area; or by population (disabled, 
refugees, abuse victims, youth, etc.); or by a specific 
missionary (you will find Gordon Graner who is supported 
by MUMC). 

UMCOR — 
 UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist 
Church through the General Board of Global Ministries, 
and its goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons affected 
by crisis or chronic need.The projects of The United 
Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) are 
many and varied but all 
relate to short- or long-
term disaster relief. 
UMCOR has earned the 
reputation for being “the 
first in and the last out” of 
disaster areas around the world. UMCOR is dedicated to 
alleviating human suffering around the globe.  
 UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 
countries, including the United States. UMCOR provides 
humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural disaster 
disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to 
recover on their own. UMCOR’s work includes programs 
and projects in disaster response, health, sustainable 
agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and more. 
 UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations 
on the projects our donors specify. You may give to 
UMCOR by sending your check to UMCOR at P.O. Box 
9068, New York, NY, 10087. 
 Go to www.umcor.org for much more information.

http://www.umcmission.org
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing/oghs
http://www.umcor.org
http://www.advocatesofozaukee.com
http://www.copeservices.org
http://www.familypromiseozaukee.org
http://familysharingozaukee.org/index.php
http://www.hungertaskforce.org
http://interfaithozaukee.org
http://www.kathys-house.org
http://northcotthouse.org
http://pathfindersmke.org
http://www.svdpmilw.org/meal_program.aspx
http://umcs-wi.org
http://www.summerfieldchurch.org
http://www.advocatesofozaukee.com
http://www.copeservices.org
http://www.familypromiseozaukee.org
http://familysharingozaukee.org/index.php
http://www.hungertaskforce.org
http://interfaithozaukee.org
http://www.kathys-house.org
http://northcotthouse.org
http://pathfindersmke.org
http://www.svdpmilw.org/meal_program.aspx
http://umcs-wi.org
http://www.summerfieldchurch.org
http://www.umcmission.org
http://www.umc.org/
http://www.umcmission.org/
http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Programs/One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing/oghs
http://www.umcor.org
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Sonlight Scoop 
December 2015

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 9 years old, including before/after school care.

 Sonlight Center children had a wonderful Thanksgiving Feast with their parents and 
grandparents (80 in attendance!) on November 12 in the Fellowship Hall. MUMC servants 
helped set up and serve delicious catered turkey and all the trimmings from Chuck’s Place. 
Sonlight greatly appreciated their participation. Thank you, THANK YOU!  
 Children from the upper classes performed several Thanksgiving songs, to the delight 
of all in attendance! Here are a few pictures from the celebration:

 Coming soon, on December 17, Sonlight will celebrate Christmas Cheer, with treats for the 
parents and a party for the children. Santa will even make an appearance, with presents for all Sonlight 
children, thanks to Pat Dillon! Sonlight parents are welcome to come and participate in the FUN! 

Ho Ho Ho! 
Kathy and Sue
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Church Staff 
Pastor: Tim O’Brien 
 <pastor.mumc@gmail.com>       
Office Manager: Shari Berson 
Bookkeeper: Karen Huffman 
 <finanance@mequonumc.org>       
 262-238-1799       
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson       
 <michellehynson@gmail.com>       
Organist: Elna Hickson 
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner       
 <mumckidstuff@gmail.com>       
Youth Director: Ben Gruettner 
 <bigritty@wi.rr.com>       
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
Sonlight CDC Directors: Sue Lyon 
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager 

MUMC office fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 <office@mequonumc.org>       
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 8:30 AM - 1:00 PM       
 Closed Fridays       

Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
 First Sunday - Family Sunday        
       (no Sunday School)       
  9:45 AM: Sunday School  
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all 

Everyone is welcome!

Breathless anticipation 
 In Whistling in the Dark 
(HarperOne), Frederick Buechner 
compares Advent to the moments right 
before a symphony conductor raises the 
baton to begin a much-anticipated 
performance. “You hold your breath to 
listen,” he writes. “You are aware of the 
beating of your heart. The 
extraordinary thing that is about to 
happen is matched only by the 
extraordinary moment just before it 
happens. Advent is the name of that 
moment.”  
 During December, silence can 
seem elusive, Buechner admits. But “if 
you concentrate just for an instant, far 
off in the deeps somewhere you can 
feel the beating of your heart. For all its 
madness and lostness, not to mention 
your own, you can hear the world 
holding its breath.” 

Born in our “life-barns” 
 I set [the Precious Moments Mary] 
there beside the sleeping Jesus, 
knowing that we have it all wrong. It 
isn’t in the sweet pastels of life that we 
find Jesus, that we encounter him in a 
new way. He isn’t born in our sterile 
birthing rooms. He isn’t wrapped in 
soft, sweet-smelling fleece. He isn’t in 
the carefully structured, pleasantly 
perfect places we like to create for him.  
 Instead, we find him in the stink, in 
the noise, in the out-of-the-way, hard, 
sticky, smelly places of life. No, Jesus 
is not born in our palaces, or even in 
our guest rooms. He’s born in our life-
barns. He’s born in the place where 
nothing seems right, where nothing is 
as we think it should be.  
 That’s the real Jesus.  

—Marlo Schalesky,  
Wrestling With Wonder

mailto:finanance@mequonumc.org
mailto:michellehynson@gmail.com
mailto:mumckidstuff@gmail.com
mailto:finanance@mequonumc.org
mailto:michellehynson@gmail.com
mailto:mumckidstuff@gmail.com
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MUMC is a Reconciling 
Congregation 

 Mequon United Methodist Church affirms 
that all people are created in God’s image 
and are of sacred worth. We affirm Jesus’ 
example of love without reservation and we 
sacredly promise to deal compassionately 
and justly with one another. Therefore, this 
inclusive and nurturing community of faith 
openly invites and welcomes persons of 
every age, gender identity, sexual 
orientation, race, physical or mental ability, 
ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, marital 
status -- any and all diversities -- as full 
participants in the life and work of this 
reconciling community. 

How far to Christmas? 
How far is it to Christmas Day?  
The journey’s just as long  
as taking time to listen  
to a joyful angel song.  
It’s just as far as one can go  
in doing a loving deed  
that helps someone feel better  
or that meets their special need.  
For Christmas is a journey  
that the heart makes every year.  
It starts right with your family  
and those you hold so dear.  
It travels on to strangers  
’round the world to everyone  
with the message that God loves us  
and that’s why he’s sent his Son!  

—Peggy Ferrell


