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December 2014

Keeping Christmas 
 Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest 
thing in the world — stronger than hate, stronger than evil, 
stronger than death — and that the blessed life which 
began in Bethlehem [two thousand] years ago is the image 
and brightness of the Eternal Love?  
 Then you can keep Christmas. And if you can keep it for 
a day, why not always? But you can never keep it alone.  

—Henry Van Dyke 

     Join us for worship, 
     music, breakfast and 
     decorating, children’s 

    program, craft sale,  
    bake sale, carol singing …  
              and so much more as we  
           celebrate the spirit of  the  

       season together! 

!
Saturday, December 6 – St Nick’s Day  

8:30 AM:  
 Breakfast – Glen’s pancakes, sausage, eggs, fruit, and more! 
Followed by: Hanging of the Greens — Come decorate  
     the church for Christmas 
    Children’s Christmas Program Dress rehearsal 
Afternoon – SERRV craft sale set-up !

Sunday, December 7 
9:30 AM: Children’s Christmas Program —  
 “An Unplugged Christmas” 
10:30 AM: SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, supporting artisans  
    and Fair Trade around world !

Sunday, December 14  
9:30 AM: Congregational Carol Sing 
10:30 AM: SERRV Artisan Craft Sale, supporting artisans  
    and Fair Trade around world 
3:10 PM: Homestead High School Camerata Choir  
 Holiday Celebration Performance at MUMC,  
 free and open to the public !

Sunday, December 21 
9:30 AM: Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata:  
 What a Gift! by Rick and Michelle Hynson 
10:30 AM: Youth Bake Sale to support their summer mission trip !

Wednesday, December 24 –  
Christmas Eve Worship 

5:00 PM – Family Service 
9:00 PM – Traditional Service

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org


Pastor Tim’s Message

The Christmas season is upon us once again. A season in which there is much 
thought and concern put into the concept of gifts. Many children (and not a few 
adults) focus upon and delight in the anticipation of what gifts they may get during 
this season. Many adults run around from store to store consumed with getting the 
"right" gifts for all of those on their lists. 

For many this is a time of hectic rushing around to not only shop at stores but 
attend parties and try to connect with family. How ironic that this time of joyous 
celebration leaves many feeling rundown, disconnected, or just plain tired.  

So, in the midst of our hurrying, let us take time and see that behind the 
commercial forces that drive many of us during this season, there is a deeper 
meaning to this time of expectation. As we move through this busy time, I would 
like to remind and urge us all to slow down so that we can focus on the most 
important gift we can receive in this Holy Season 

Christmas is God’s gift to us – a gift of light and life, hope and grace. This gift 
is a reflection of God’s concern for the world and God’s desire to heal it and drive 
away its darkness. The gift of Christmas, therefore, is the one and only gift that gives 
our lives focus and meaning. We are called to bear Christ’s light to the world by our 
love expressed through works of mercy and acts of justice. At Christmas, we are 
invited once again to walk in the light and take the light into the world.  

So, here are three thoughts to remember as we take time to reflect and 
appreciate this wondrous gift of Christmas: 

Keep it simple. Jesus was born into some pretty sparse circumstances. The son 
of two poor Galileans, he lived a life of humility and simplicity that became a key 
element of his ministry here on Earth. It’s the simple stuff. Keep your holidays 
simple, so you are free to serve those in need and celebrate with those you love. 

Be there. One way we tell our families and friends that we love them is by 
giving them our focused attention. Attention says, “I value you enough to give you 
my most precious asset – my time.” When you give someone your time, you’re 
giving them a portion of your life that you’ll never get back. God showed his love by 
being there, “in the flesh.” Who needs you to show up in their life with specific 
attention this year? 

Give with delight. Jesus said there’s more happiness in giving than in receiving 
(Acts 20:35). You don’t even have to give something away to share it delightfully 
with others. For instance, you may have a garage full of tools that, as a gift, you 
make available to your neighbor or an empty vacation spot that you allow other 
members of your family to use. 

May this Christmas season be a holy time as we show up in the lives of others 
and celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Word made flesh, who is the promise of love 
fulfilled in Bethlehem, the gift of peace, and the future of hope for us all.  !

In God’s Love 
Pastor Tim

Making God’s love real through music! 
Music in worship 
December 7 — Children’s Christmas Program 
December 14 — Christmas Carol Sing 
December 21 — Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata 
December 24 — 5:00 PM — Children Sing 
    9:00 PM — Sanctuary Choir 
December 28 — Shuler Family 
January 4 — THE High School Choir 

Our Christmas Cantata this year i 
s called “WHAT A GIFT!”  

It is a compilation of songs written/arranged 
by either Rick or Michelle Hynson!  

You don’t want to miss it! 

Please join us EVERY Sunday!
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 St. Nick’s Day Breakfast 
Hanging of the Greens 

Children’s Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal 
      Saturday, December 6 
      starting at 8:30 AM 

 There is something for everyone on Saturday morning, December 6. 
Come to the church at 8:30 AM for a special holiday breakfast featuring 
special treats in honor of Saint Nicholas. Then join us as we decorate the 
sanctuary, narthex and parlor for Christmas. Many merry hands are needed! 
 Following the decorating, the children will rehearse for their Christmas 
program, which will be presented the next day. We need helpers for costumes and 
logistics – please plan to join us as a helper! The children should be finished no later than 
11:30 AM, but parents are encouraged to come at about 11:00, just in case (unless, of 
course, you are staying the whole time as one of our very much needed helpers!) 
 During the afternoon, we will be setting up for our SERRV Sale, which also takes 
place the following day. So there is a lot to do!  
 Please plan to join us, and let us know if you would be willing to help with breakfast, 
the costumes, the rehearsal or the greens. See you on St. Nick’s day!

Holiday Craft Sale 
December 7 and 14 !

 On Sunday, December 7, and the following Sunday, 
December 14, MUMC will be hosting a holiday sale 
following the worship service to help artisans and farmers all 
around the world. Please plan to bring your gift list and help 
lift people out of poverty with the purchase of beautiful, 
hand-crafted gifts. UMCOR Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and 
Chocolates will also be available for purchase. !
SERRV is a nonprofit organization 
with a mission to eradicate poverty 
wherever it resides by providing 
opportunity and support to artisans 
and farmers worldwide.  
 
 For more than 60 years, SERRV has worked to eradicate 
poverty through direct connections with low-income artisans 
and farmers. They market their crafts and foods, find joint 
solutions to their challenges, and help them grow and 
embrace the future. One of the first alternative trade 
organizations in the world, SERRV is a founding member of 
the World Fair Trade Organization (formerly IFAT) and a 
founding member of the Fair Trade Federation (FTF).  
 
SERRV strives to enrich lives around the world and to 
inspire real change for the better.  

• Their work encompasses more than just buying and 
selling.  

• They offer prepayments so their partners can sustain 
their business.  

• Create new designs so they can build their markets.  
• Teach new skills so they can develop their craft.  
• Provide grants so they can expand their resources.  
• They support equal rights for women. 
• Guide sustainable development. 
• And of course, pay a fair wage.  !
Please plan to join us for this exciting opportunity  
to help others while doing your holiday shopping! 

!
Homestead High School 

Presents 

CAMERATA 
in a 

HOLIDAY CONCERT !
Rebecca Renee Winnie, Director 

at Mequon United Methodist Church 
Sunday, December 14  

3:10 p.m. - Silent Auction, Wassail & Cookies,  
& Social Time 

3:40 p.m. - Seating for the Performance  
(which will begin shortly thereafter) 

This program features choral music from  
Christmas and Hanukkah traditions 

as well as secular and sacred music from  
many different cultures and musical eras. 

Free admission !
Reflections Christmas Party 
December 11 
 The Reflections Book Group will 
celebrate Christmas on Thursday, 
December 11th at 6:00 PM at Susan 
Ryan’s (12916 N West Shoreland Dr., 
Mequon). Those attending should 
bring a wrapped gift for our gift 
exchange (up to $20 value). We will 
also be collecting personal care items 
for Life Navigators, as well as new or 
gently-used children’s books for our 
Little Free Library. Please RSVP to 
Susan @ 262-238-4435 or 
sryan1027@wi.rr.com. 
 Looking ahead: the group’s book for  
January 8th will be Loving Frank by Nancy Horan.
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Children’s Christmas Program  
Mission Project — Heifer International 

December 7 
 Every year during our Christmas program we ask for the 
congregation’s support for struggling families through the 
sponsorship of an animal through Heifer 
International. This year, in honor of our Bee-
Attitudes program this fall, we are asking 
for your support for bees and trees. 
Through your generosity, we can help a 
family establish a bee colony that will not 
only provide a source of revenue for the family, 
but pollination for the plants surrounding it. Your gift of 
trees will provide fruit, shade and stability for eroding land. 
To provide one family with bees costs $30. For an additional 
$60, we can buy a tree. 
 This tree gift includes seedlings and saplings of trees 
appropriate to the region. Recipients are educated on 
nurturing young trees and the importance 
of reforestation. Each gift of a tree: 

• Provides firewood and fodder 
• Yields nutritious fruits and nuts that 

improve health 
• Enriches the soil and purifies the air 

 A family with a small orchard is able 
to supplement their diet with delicious 
fruits and vegetables while becoming self-reliant at the same 
time. Passing on the seedlings enables communities to 
continue the cycle of sustainability. Your tree gift ensures a 
healthy, productive future while fighting poverty and hunger. 
 One of Heifer International's most important promises is 
to care for the Earth. They believe that, for development to 
be sustainable, they must help families raise their livestock 
in harmony with nature. Your donation toward a tree today 
will help them carry out that mission. !!

Have you seen the Christmas Train? 
It is coming through Milwaukee  

on December 7 
 The Canadian Pacific Railway’s Holiday Train is 
traveling across Canada and the United States in an effort to 
raise money for local food banks this holiday season. The 
Holiday Train will be stopping in Milwaukee at 6:50 PM on 
Sunday, December 7, 2014. The train is a beautiful sight 
featuring thousands of Christmas lights. There will also be 
food and drinks for sale as well as live entertainment and 
children’s activities. Please bring a non-perishable food item 
for a donation. !!!!!!

 Carpool together. The local stop is 433 
West St. Paul Avenue, Amtrak Depot. The 
opportunity to carpool is available. We will 
leave from the church parking lot at 5:00 PM. 
If you plan to attend or have any questions, 
please call Audra at 262-242-2032. !

Give a gift that gives  
twice this Christmas! 

!
UMCOR Coffee Project 

This Christmas give more than just a present – give 
hope to families around the world when you buy some Fair 
Trade UMCOR Coffee, tea or chocolate.  Packages are 
available for sale each Sunday morning in the narthex. Why 
buy it here? What’s so different about it? Our UMCOR 
Coffee Project is part of Equal Exchange's Interfaith 
Program, a vibrant network of thousands of faith 
communities working to create a greener and more just food 
system.  Since 1986, Equal Exchange, a worker-owned  
co-operative, has worked with small farmer co-operatives in 
Latin America, Africa, Asia and the U.S. building just 
trading relationships based on trust, fair prices, affordable 
credit and environmental sustainability.  Equal Exchange's 
Interfaith Program partners with faith-based relief, 
development and human rights organizations and works with 
communities of faith as they learn about and promote Fair 
Trade. People of faith are living out their values through 
their consumer choices, and farming communities are 
providing for their families, greening our planet and building 
a better future.  

So this Christmas why not give a gift that gives twice? 
Support small farmers and their families and help the 
environment at the same time. Your support of our Coffee 
Project is making a difference in lives and it tastes good too! 
All products are organic and decaf is available. Even better
— add a chocolate bar or two to your purchase! Stop by on 
Sunday morning and help out a family somewhere far across 
the world. Thank you. !

Youth Bake Sale 
Sunday, December 21 —  

after worship !
MUMC Youth bake! !

You buy!!
It’s a win - win!!

All proceeds go toward the !
summer Youth Mission trip.
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Adult Spiritual Formation 
Opportunities 

Lunch Bunch   
Bible Study – 11:00 a.m. 
Lunch – 12:00 p.m. 
 The Lunch Bunch will be meeting through Tuesday, 
December 9. We will then take our break over Christmas and 
return in the New Year on Tuesday, January 6. Come join us 
for a time to feed our bodies and our souls. You are welcome 
anytime, every time! !

Start your New Year with prayer –  
come to one of our prayer breakfasts!
!

Women's Prayer Breakfast 
Wednesday, January 7 
 Women of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, January 7 for a simple breakfast, Bible study, 
and prayer. We conclude our time together with open 
Communion.  Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the 
perfect way to start your day and begin the month.  

Men's Prayer Breakfast  
Thursday, January 8  
(new day for this month only) 
 Men of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, January 8 for a simple breakfast, Bible study, 
and prayer. We conclude our time together with open 
Communion.  Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the 
perfect way to start your day and begin the month.  ! !

!
!

All Church Gathering 
Saturday, January 24, 2015 @ 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
— an invitation from Pastor Tim — 

 You are invited to our all church gathering where we 
will give an update on our strategic plan as well as discuss 
our year-end 2014 budget 
and approve our budget for 
2015. We will also offer a 
prayer of dedication for our 
ministries and teams in the 
New Year ahead of us.  
 Your presence and input 
are very important, so I 
hope you will make it a 
point to come and share 
your ideas. Let’s begin this 
year with rejuvenation and a rededication of our commitment 
to God, to each other, and to our community. !!
CPR Friends and Family Course 
Saturday, January 24 
• The focus of this class is adult CPR. 
• The course is approximately 2 hours. 
• Class is on Saturday, January 24 

— and will begin at 9:00 AM 
• This course is intended for those 

interested in learning and 
practicing the skills necessary to 
perform CPR on an adult as well 
as how to use the AED 
(Automated External Defibrillator). 

• Pre-registration by January 20 is required to participate and 
class size is limited. 

• Contact Susan Solverson with any questions and/ or to sign 
up for this training — 262-375-9818 or 
susansolverson@wi.rr.com

New Year’s Eve at MUMC!!
Do you have plans for New Year’s Eve? 

What are you giving up for the New Year?  
Let’s indulge in that! 

 We plan to enjoy our 2nd annual Dry New Year’s Eve Bash by enjoying together 
the things that have been placed on our latest list of resolutions. This is a family 
friendly event so bring your family and friends and anyone else who wishes to 
celebrate without alcohol. 

❖ What to bring: The thing that you wish to refrain from in 2015 (sweets, rich foods, salty delights, etc.) 
❖ The kids will enjoy: the WII, a variety of games, the movie Little Giants, and some physical races (a three legged race 

and a hard-boiled egg roll) 
❖ The adults will enjoy: paper sheet games, a time to Name That Christmas Tune, and the movie While You Were Sleeping 
❖ Enjoy with us a Baked Potato Bar with all the fixings and some Chili, some sparkling juice to ring in the New Year, and 

popcorn for the movie(s) 
6:00 PM on December 31, 2014 to 12:30 AM on January 1, 2015 in the Church Fellowship Hall  

Together we will open a new year full of possibilities and potential. 
Call Audra if you have any questions – 262-242-2032
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SAVE THE DATE! 
Souper Bowl of Giving 

9th Annual Outreach Dinner and auction 
Saturday, January 31 

 Be sure to mark your calendars now, since you won’t want to miss the  
9th Annual Outreach Dinner and Auction on Saturday, January 31, 2015.  
Ozaukee Country Club will be the setting for an evening of great food, fun 
activities and plenty of opportunities for you to make a difference!  
 Our returning celebrities, Lou and Rick will guide us through a new group 
game. Be watching for them as they gather support on Sundays in January. Ben 
Gruettner will keep the enthusiasm level high through our ever so important 
voice auction.   
 In order for the success we hope to achieve that evening, please contact 
Lou Henneck at 262-238-0707 with voice and silent auction donations.  Special 
dinners, event tickets and unique opportunities are always popular!  What 
makes the event even more exciting is knowing that proceeds will go toward 
bringing hope to so many in need, here at home and throughout the world. 
 We hope to see you there!

Welcome new members! 
 In November, MUMC heartily welcomed several new members  
into the life, service, and fellowship of our church. Welcome to: 

✦ Bill and Janice Church 
✦ Joel and Karen Huffman 
✦ Susan Ryan 
✦ Barry and Nancy Snoots 

 These new members have written a few things about themselves  
to share with the congregation. Some are printed here. The Snoots’  
comments will be in the next issue of “the Spire.” !
Bill and Janice Church 
 We moved to Glendale from Ohio last year to be closer to our family. Janice is a retired arts 
administrator and Bill is a retired United Methodist Pastor from the East Ohio Conference. We are 
both artists and musicians, love to travel and explore beautiful Wisconsin, and will be active in 
Mequon UMC. !
Joel and Karen Huffman 
 Joel and Karen Huffman, natives of Wisconsin Rapids and Chicago, respectively, are residents of 
Mequon. Our twins, Bennett and Eleanor, are freshman at the University School of Milwaukee. Mary 
Holmes, also a freshman at University School, lives with us during the school year. Our golden 
retriever, Nikki, completes her adoring family.     
 Joel is Managing Director and Senior Portfolio Manager of The Private Client Reserve at  
US Bank. Karen, a former VP Finance and CFO, is a community volunteer. We had been looking for 
an open and progressive church with an active youth group and focus on service, so we are delighted 
to have found a home at MUMC. A special thank you to the Stephany family, who invited us to join 
them several years ago, and to everyone in the congregation who has made us feel so welcome. !
Susan Ryan 
 I chose this church because I had several friends who were members. I have made many new 
friends during the time I have been visiting and have felt very welcomed. I am originally from the 
Minneapolis area, but have lived in Mequon for 33 years. I have two children. Brandon turned 30 on 
Thanksgiving Day, and is living in Denver while he completes his Master of Divinity. Kelsey, 26, 
lives in Milwaukee. Brandon is married to Valerie and they are the proud parents of my two beautiful 
grandchildren, Addie, 2 1/2 and Jack, 1 1/2.  Kelsey is engaged to Michael Britton and they will be 
married in Santorini, Greece next September. At this time of year, you will find me curling 3-5 times 
per week. When I'm not playing, I volunteer many hours for teaching, cooking and helping to run 
events at the curling club.
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Imagine No More Malaria 
 In 2009, a worldwide effort by the United Methodist Church was 
begun to raise $75 million to end the suffering and death from malaria in 
sub-Saharan Africa. In the years since, $65 million has been raised. Those 
funds have contributed to cutting the death rate by malaria in half. More 
than 2.3 million insecticide-treated bed nets have been distributed. Sixteen 
health boards have been developed in 13 countries. More than 300 clinics 
where malaria can be diagnosed and treated have been established. 
 Mequon United Methodist Church has aided in this effort over that 
past five years. Perhaps you remember, in August, the baby doll and crib 
set up in the foyer. Maybe you have been one of our members who plucked 
a pipe cleaner mosquito off the netting and contributed to the Imagine No 
More Malaria campaign. As a congregation we should be humbled by the 
fact we have and will continue to be part of this very successful 
humanitarian effort.

Thank You for food at 
Thanksgiving! 
Food bags for Family Sharing	  
 The Outreach committee would like to 
thank the MUMC congregation for their help 
with the Thanksgiving food collection for 
Family Sharing. Over 70 bags filled with much 
needed food items and 10 bags of clothing 
were picked up by Family Sharing in time for 
distribution for the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Family Sharing of Ozaukee County serves the 
needs of low income, elderly, and disabled residents. Thank 
you for your generous donations! !
Food for dinner at the mealsite — and all the cooks! 
 In the days before Thanksgiving, the quantity of food in 
the church freezer and on the church kitchen table kept 
growing and growing! Thanks to everyone who brought 
cooked turkeys and cooked hams and stuffing mix and broth 
and gravy mix! Special thanks for the variety of lovely 
desserts.  
 On Thanksgiving Day, the cooks gathered to take all of 
the food to the mealsite where they prepared it for serving. 
Turkey and ham were basted with broth and heated. Pans of 
mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy were made. The desserts 
were set out on trays from which guests could choose their 
favorite. As volunteers were coming in to serve the meal, the 
kitchen was full of those unique Thanksgiving aromas which 
everyone should be able to enjoy on this, our holiday to give 
thanks. The cooks are to be greatly thanked for coming out 
on Thanksgiving morning. Thanks to Ireene Sullivan and the 
Ayres. Special thanks to the Huffman family who brought a 
couple carloads of family and friends. !!

November Book Fair thanks 
 Many thanks to all who purchased books at our very 
successful November Book Fair. Thanks to you, we were 
able to donate cartons and cartons of books—worth more 
than $2300—to Santas Without Chimneys. The books will 
provide great joy to homeless children this holiday season, 
and hopefully the books you purchased will do the same for 
you! Our thanks to our stalwart Book Fair volunteers, who 
set up, ran, and packed up the fair: Gayle Meyer, Linda 
Mordy, Mavis Luther, Nan Rilling and Peter Gardner. It was 
a great week, thanks to you! 

Mason Bee House Project 
 The Mason Bee House Project was a 
success!! Between the Sunday School class on 
September 21 and the workshop on Sunday, 
November 23, we made 24 mason bee houses. 
The Sunday School children made 7 mason 
bee houses to take home (2 more will be made 
by the O’Brien children), and we sold 17 to 
church members for $15.00 each. 
 Mason bees are native, non-aggressive bees 
that do not live in colonies. They lay their 
eggs in holes in trees.  The larva over winters 

in the sealed holes and emerge in the spring. Homeowners 
and orchard growers are encouraged to provide mason bee 
houses to supplement the native honey bees (whose 
populations are decreasing) to benefit pollination of native 
flowers and fruit trees. 
 Thank you to the Sunday School children and to the 
adult helpers — Busch Buschman (who also cut most of the 
lumber), Ned Sisney, Peter Gardner, Jeff Nowak, Herb Ayres, 
Rick Gattoni, Lou Henneck, Jeff and Mavis Luther, Bruce 
Stern, Patrick Curran, and Ed Mordy. 

If you are interested in more 
information about mason bees or 
would like to build a mason bee house, 
contact Linda Mordy  (262-242-8091). !!

Thanks for your help with our Sunday 
School Sager Brown project 

 In November our Sunday School children learned about 
the origins of Methodism, including the lives of John and 
Charles Wesley. As part of their lessons, they studied the 
Methodist tradition of social action - “Do All the Good You 
Can” - and UMCOR in particular. They learned about Sager 
Brown, the depot in Louisiana for UMCOR’s supply kits that 
go out to people in crisis all over the world. Our students 
assembled 12 school supply kits and 5 health kits to send to 
Sager Brown, supported by the congregation and the MUMC 
Outreach team. Thanks to all of you who made this hands-on 
mission project possible for our children, as well as for a few 
of the many families served by Sager Brown.
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The 12 Ways to Health Holiday Song 
Learn how to stay safe and healthy with this festive song, sung to the tune of  

The Twelve Days of Christmas!

1.  The first way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Wash hands to be safe and healthy. 
2.  The second way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 
3.  The third way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 
4.  The fourth way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe  and healthy. 
5.  The fifth way to health, said the CDC to me  
 BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands  
 to be safe and healthy. 
6.  The sixth way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Fasten belts while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for  
 warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 
7.  The seventh way to health, said the CDC to me 

 Get exams and screenings, fasten belts while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and drive,             
  manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 

8. The eighth way to health, said the CDC to me  
Get your vaccinations, get exams and screenings, fasten belts while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE,                                            
don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 

9. The ninth way to health, said the CDC to me  
Monitor the children, get your vaccinations, get exams and screenings, fasten belts while driving,  
 BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be  
safe and healthy. 

10. The tenth way to health, said the CDC to me  
Practice fire safety, monitor the children, get your vaccinations, get exams and screenings, fasten belts     
while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash 
hands to be safe and healthy. 

11. The eleventh way to health, said the CDC to me  
Prepare dinner safely, practice fire safety, monitor the children, get your  vaccinations, get exams and 
screenings, fasten belts while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE,  don't drink and drive, manage stress, bundle up 
for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. 

12. The twelfth way to health, said the CDC to me  
 Eat well and get moving, prepare dinner safely, practice fire safety, monitor the children, get your 
vaccinations, get exams and screenings, fasten belts while driving, BE SMOKE-FREE, don't drink and 
drive, manage stress, bundle up for warmth, and wash hands to be safe and healthy. !

Resource:  (CDC) Centers for Disease Control and Prevention !
The Parish Nurse Ministry Team wishes you a safe and happy holiday!

Newsletter deadline change 
December 29 for January publication 

      In order to work around the 
Christmas and New Year holidays, 
the deadline for articles and the 
mailing date will be delayed for the 
January 2015 issue of “the Spire.” 
Articles for the January issue are 
due December 29 and the issue will 

be mailed January 7. This is later than 
normal. Therefore, if you have information for activities in 
early January, please give the info to the church office for 
inclusion in the Sunday bulletins (office@mequonumc.org). !

Newsletter apology … sort of … maybe! 
 As this issue of “the Spire” goes to print and to the Post 
Office, we are keenly aware that, in recent years, the 
December issues of the Spire have taken the long slow route 
from the post office to your homes. At this time of the year, 
the Spire seems to be a non-priority, well under the attention 
given to all the holiday mailing (greeting cards and 
advertisements). Therefore, we apologize if this issue arrives 
in your mailbox later than some of the events that are listed in 
these pages. MUMC has made sure that timely info has been 
put in the Sunday bulletins, dispersed via email from Pastor 
Tim, and placed on Facebook. Enjoy the season! Chill out! 
And thank the post office for doing a good job of delivering 
the Spire for most of the year!

!8

mailto:office@mequonumc.org
mailto:office@mequonumc.org


United Methodist Gifts of Hope

Disaster Response 
 When natural or civil disasters overwhelm a 
community’s ability to respond, UMCOR is there to help. 
UMCOR takes a holistic approach, providing essential 
supplies and care in the immediate aftermath of a disaster, 
supporting long-term rebuilding efforts to help communities 
recover and offering preparedness training for future 
disasters. 

• $25 can purchase protective gloves and dust masks for 
those who clean up after a disaster. 

• $50 can purchase a tarp to protect a home from 
additional damage caused by a storm. 

• $100 can provide physical and psychological care to a 
survivor in the aftermath of a disaster. 

• $200 can provide Disaster Risk Reduction training for 
one person living in a disaster-prone community, 
reducing the impact of future disasters. 

• Advance #999895 !
In Times of Crisis—Emergency Relief 
 When disasters strike their impact is usually 
overwhelming. You can support programs that give 
emergency relief by providing food, temporary shelter, and 
access to clean water. When you give any amount to the 
UMCOR Undesignated Advance, you help those most in 
need at their time of need. 
 Undesignated, UMCOR Advance #999895 !
Global Health 
 United Methodist Global Health programs are saving 
lives in the world’s most vulnerable communities, both here 
in the United States and overseas. Maternal and child health 
is our top priority. The Global Health programs empower 
people to take charge of their own lives and to be key 
stakeholders in the solutions that keep their communities 
healthy and safe. These lifesaving solutions are sustained 
over time because there is an emphasis on education and the 
development of local resources. 

• $25 can provide one wellness check-up in a community 
where primary care is just being introduced. 

• $50 can provide 250 pregnant women with preventative 
malaria treatment. 

• $100 can provide skilled birth 
attendants for women in childbirth. 

• $200 can support the salary of one community health 
worker in Africa for one month.  

• Advance #3021770 !
Sustainable Development and Recovery 
 UMCOR is working to end hunger and poverty around 
the world through awareness, advocacy and action. Through 
our connection with local churches, partner organizations 
and communities, we build awareness of the interrelated 
problems that face our world and encourage advocacy for the 
most vulnerable members of every community. 

• $25 can cover one microloan that allows a person in 
Ghana to provide for his or her entire family. 

• $50 can help families in Armenia receive training and 
materials to establish bee, poultry or dairy farms to 
provide sustainable income. 

• $100 can provide sustainable agricultural training in 
Kenya. 

• $150 can provide one latrine for a Mayan household in 
the rural highlands of Guatemala. 

• Advance #3021951 !
Missionaries 
 Working in more than 60 countries around the world, 
United Methodist missionaries come from many places and 
backgrounds and witness and serve in dramatically different 
locales and cultures. They are a tangible connection between 
the church and mission. These commissioned persons are 
usually called to serve outside their countries of origin as 
pastors, teachers, doctors and nurses, and in a variety of 
other capacities through various forms of ministries. 

• $25 can provide evangelization resources for leaders in 
Bolivia. 

• $50 can provide free Bibles for Christians in China, in 
their own language. 

• $100 can offset the cost of two weeks of language school 
for a Young Adult Missionary.* 

• $100 can train a faith leader to lead a new congregation 
in Central Asia. 

• $250 can provide a literacy and job skills training class 
so that young people in Laos gain employment. 

• Advance #00779Z         (*Advance #13105Z) !
All items listed here are examples of what  
your gift can accomplish in each program.  

One hundred percent of all gifts  
will go to the listed Advance project. !

Ways to give: 
• Easiest! Give your check to MUMC — by mail to the 

church office or put it in the Sunday collection plate. In the 
memo line, designate “UMCOR.” If you want your gift to 
be advanced to a specific project, include the Advance 
number. 

• Donate online by credit card at www.umcmission.org/
christmas. Credit card gifts can be accepted by calling 
888-252-6174. 

• By mail, make your check payable to “Advance GCFA” 
and send it to The General Board of Global Ministries, PO 
Box 9068, New York, NY 10087-9068. Please write the 
Advance project number on the memo line of the check.

Dear Partner in Mission, 
 This Christmas, The United Methodist Church is 
providing an alternative way for you to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ and the joy of giving to others. 
 You can make a Gift of Hope that will change lives 
where the need is greatest. 
 Your Gift of Hope will be put to work exactly as you 
wish, transforming people for God’s mission and supporting 
those who act as the hands and feet of Christ in a hurting 
world. I encourage you to even make several Gifts of Hope 
on behalf of friends and family members this Christmas. 
Whatever you can give is greatly appreciated. 
 My blessings to you and your family this holiday season. 
      In mission and ministry together, 
      Thomas Kemper  
      General Secretary  
      Global Ministries
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Sonlight Scoop 
December 2014

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 5 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

Sonlight 7th Annual Thanksgiving Feast was celebrated in the grandest way by inviting all of the 
children’s parents, grandparents, and siblings to a wonderful feast for 100, catered by Chuck’s Place. 
Many MUMC volunteers helped Ed and Linda Mordy serve the sumptuous feast! 

 Sonlight Center will be celebrating Christmas Cheer on December 18, complete with 
gifts for the children and a special visit from Santa (Mike Bell). MUMC members are  
WELCOME to stop by for a treat!  (If you would like to bring a plate of cookies or 
muffins to share with our Sonlight families and hardworking staff, please drop them off at the 
Sonlight office on December 17.) Thank you, and MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!

Welcome baby!	

 Congratulations to Lisa (Gorski) Connors and John Connors. They 
welcomed their first grandchild, Gabriel Benjamin on September 30, 2014. At 
birth, Gabriel weighed 9 pounds and was 21 inches. Proud and happy parents 
of their first child are Ben and Maggie Gorski of Glendale.
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Church Staff 

Pastor: Tim O’Brien 
 <pastor.mumc@gmail.com>       
Office Manager: Shari Berson 
Ministers of Music:  
 Rick & Michelle Hynson       
 <michellehynson@gmail.com>       
Organist: Elna Hickson 
Director of Children’s Ministries: 
 Peg Randall Gardner       
 <mumckidstuff@gmail.com>       
Youth Director: Ben Gruettner 
 <bigritty@wi.rr.com>       
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler 
Sonlight CDC Directors: 
 Sue Lyon and Kathy Nelson       
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager !
MUMC office fax: 262-242-9539 
MUMC office email:  
 <office@mequonumc.org>       
Office hours: 
 Mon. - Thurs.: 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM       
 Friday: 9:00 AM - noon       !
Sunday schedule: 
  9:30 AM:  Worship Service  
 First Sunday - Family Sunday        
       (no Sunday School)       
  9:45 AM: Sunday School  
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all !

Everyone is welcome!

An actor in our midst! 
 The Mequon-Thiensville Rec Department’s production of Peter Pan 
features Devin Curran. There are two casts for four free shows — December 
5th at 7:00 PM, December 6th at 1:00 PM & 7:00 PM, and December 7th at 
1:00PM. Devin plays one of the Lost Boys at the showing on Friday at 7:00 PM 
and Sat at 1:00 PM. Come on out to see Devin and his fellow actors in Peter 
Pan being performed at Range Line School.

Did you miss this absolutely mouth-watering dessert?  
 You could have tasted this delightful dessert if you had come to Lunch Bunch 
one Tuesday in mid-November. Lunch Bunch is all about learning and sharing. We 
learn and share ideas. We learn and share prayers. We learn and share recipes. We 
share conversation. We share Ireene’s tasty soups. Come any Tuesday. Pastor Tim 
starts the session at 11:00 AM with a video followed by instruction and discussion. 
Lunch begins at 12:00 noon — soup, bread, fruit … and, of course, dessert! 

Pumpkin Pie Cake 
from Janice Church !

Cake batter: 
1 box yellow cake mix — set aside 1 cup of the mix 
To rest of cake mix add: 
   1 stick of melted oleo 
   1 beaten egg 
Mix with fork until blended, press into 9x13x2 cake pan !
Filling: 
 1 large can pumpkin (29 oz. solid pack) 
 3 eggs 
 1/2 cup brown sugar 
 1/2 cup white sugar 
 2/3 cup milk 
 1/2 tsp cinnamon 
Beat well, spread over crust in pan !
Topping: 
To the cup of held out cake mix add: 
 1/2 stick soft oleo 
 1/2 cup sugar 
 1/2 cup nuts (ground) 
Mix well, sprinkle over pumpkin mixture. 
Bake at 350 degrees 50-55 min. or until topping is a light golden brown.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

The art of Christmas 
How can we best keep Christmas?  
• By following the star on an inward 

journey to Bethlehem to stand again in 
awe and wonder before the Babe in a 
manger.  

• By rediscovering the faith and simplicity 
of a little child, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven.  

• By being still and listening to the angels 
sing within our hearts.  

• By quietly evaluating our lives according 
to the Master’s standards as set forth in 
the Sermon on the Mount.  

• By resolving to give ourselves away to 
others in love, joy and devotion.  

—Wilferd Peterson,  
The New Book of the Art of Living

A song with a message? 
 According to modern folklore, the song “The 12 Days 
of Christmas” was written to help young believers learn 
about their faith. Although no evidence proves that 
claim, some say the popular carol contains these codes:  
• The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ.  
• Two turtle doves are the Old and New Testaments.  
• Three French hens stand for faith, hope and love.  
• The four calling birds are the four gospels: Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John.  
• The five golden rings are the Law: the first five books 

of the Old Testament.  
• The six geese a-laying represent the six days of 

creation.  
• Seven swans a-swimming represent the gifts of the Holy 

Spirit: prophesy, serving, teaching, exhortation, 
contribution, leadership and mercy.  

• The eight maids a-milking are Jesus’ eight beatitudes.  
• Nine ladies dancing are the fruits of the Holy Spirit: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

• The 10 lords a-leaping are the Ten Commandments.  
• The 11 pipers piping stand for the 11 faithful disciples.  
• The 12 drummers drumming symbolize the 12 

statements of belief in the Apostles' Creed.
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