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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Sept. 8--Humanitarian Crisis
Informational Meeting
Sept. 10--Family Promise training
Sept. 14--Hunger Task Force
Food sort day with Cedarburg
Methodist Church
Sept. 15--Ayres' and Hill's
Farewell
Sept. 18--Family Promise training
Oct. 5--Marsh Meadow cleanup
Nov. 2--Marsh Meadow cleanup
WORSHIP SERMON SPOTLIGHT
Sep 15 – Oct. 6: Questions Jesus
asked.
Sep. 15 -- Matthew 16:13 – 19,
Who do you say I am?
Sep. 22 -- John 6:60 – 69, You do
not want to leave too, do you?
Sep. 29 -- Mark 10:46 – 52, What
do you want me to do for you?
Oct. 6 -- John 21:15 – 17, Do you
love me?
WORSHIP MUSIC
Sept. 8 – Ellen Shuler
Sept. 15 – Sanctuary Choir
Sept. 22 – Michelle Hynson
Sept. 29 – Sanctuary Choir

The Future of
Sonlight is Bright
Great News!! The YMCA of
Metropolitan Milwaukee has reached
an agreement with Mequon United
Methodist Church to assume
administration of our Sonlight Child
Development Center. Our center,
founded in 2008, has become one of
the well-respected centers in
Mequon. But it is time for the church
leaders who have tended to the
nurturing of this important church
ministry to take a well-deserved step
back. Thank you to Ed Mordy and
Dick Vogel, the founders, to Ed and
Mavis Luther, who have led the
center for several years, and many
others who have volunteered by
holding babies, serving meals,
wrapping presents, cheering kids in
parades, and many other roles as
well as serving on the Sonlight Board
of Directors.
Our affiliation with the YMCA is not
only great because it continues
MUMC’s strong ministry to Mequon
families, but it is an excellent match.
The Sonlight mission has been “To
provide a positive environment,
influenced by Christian sensibilities,
where children can develop respect
for self and others, a lasting love of
and desire for learning, and a
relationship with God” while the
YMCA mission is “Putting Christian
principles into practice through

programs that build a healthy spirit,
mind and body for all.” We should be
a great match.

The YMCA is applying to become the state licensed operator of Sonlight at Mequon
UMC, which can take up to 60 days. Once the license is received, the formal transition
of administration to the YMCA will occur. The anticipated date is currently November
1. All current Sonlight employees will be retained but will obviously need to complete
employee forms and meet with the new administration. The YMCA will also be
covering all direct program expenses as well as MUMC’s overhead costs to maintain
the program in our building. In addition, and because the YMCA offers more than just
early childhood education, very preliminary discussions have taken place to develop
additional program collaboration with the YMCA. It is possible we can expand the use
of our church facilities for health and wellness programs in conjunction with MUMC’s
Parish Nurses Ministry. Potential programs mentioned for future consideration include
tai chi, yoga, healthy eating with cooking demonstrations, and more. We believe
collaboration with the YMCA will not only make greater use of our facilities but will give
MUMC the opportunity to reach a broader community, shine a light on Mequon United
Methodist Church, and invite more people into our midst.
If you have any questions, feel free to call either Ed Mordy at 262-242-8091, or Connie
Pukaite at 262-242-2778.

From the Pastor
“When I was young, I admired clever people. As I grew old, I came to admire kind
people.” (Abraham Joshua Heschel). Abraham Joshua Heschel, January 11, 1907 –
December 23, 1972, was a Polish-born, American rabbi and one of the leading
Jewish theologians of the 20th century. I must be getting old since I totally agree with
what the rabbi said.
It doesn’t take any effort to be self-centered, does it? Why is that? Because “there is a
root of sinful self-interest in us" (Galatians 5:16, The Message). But kindness is
different. It doesn’t come naturally. You’ve got to choose to be kind over our nature:
being self-centered. That’s probably why the apostle Paul said kindness is one of the
fruits exhibited by a life led by the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). There are countless
stories about how one soul’s kind words, kind smile, or kind action to another soul
made a difference; sometimes from death to life. “O mortal, what does the LORD
require of you? Do justice, show kindness, walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).
The words of the prophet Micah are more poignant today than ever before in light of
what is going on from the borders of nations to personal comments posted on
Facebook or Tweeter and between.
Friends, we don’t have a magic wand to fix all problems that make our hearts heavy
and broken. But we have the power to choose kindness over being selfcentered/interested towards others because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. And being
kind to one another surely makes this world a better place. So, by the help of the Holy
Spirit, may we choose to show kindness to others whenever we have an opportunity to
do that in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord!

In Christ,
Pastor Sue

Humanitarian Crisis Informational Meeting
Sunday, September 8, 2019
In the Sanctuary After Church
On Sunday, September 8, 2019, right after church, MUMC members of the Ozaukee
County Churches Immigration Sub-Committee will share what is being done here at
home to support those on the front lines at our border. It is the faith-based
organizations who are providing shelters, legal assistance, clean clothing, and
hygiene supplies to immigrants in Mexico and in the US. There is a lot we can do to
support them.
We identified three ways we can make a difference. The first is to pray for everyone
caught in this crisis: the overwhelmed churches, the immigrants, and our leaders. The
second is to communicate with our representatives. The third is to support the frontline organizations with donations and supplies. UMCOR is one of the most active
relief organizations at the border. They are supporting six church-based transitional
centers with hygiene kits (46,128 so far) and $300,000 in grants. UMCOR is also
funding legal initiatives to protect the rights of migrants. One of the Immigration SubCommittee’s action plans is to provide supplies and to collect donations for UMCOR.
We will also have a list of our government representatives and examples of letters that
have been sent to them.
Ozaukee County Ecumenical Immigration Sub-Committee: Pastor Sue Lee, Jean and
Ross Paulus, Maxine Curler, and Marilyn Zwissler
The United Methodist Church recognizes, embraces, and affirms all persons,
regardless of country of origin, as members of the family of God. We urge society to
“recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who are immigrants and to
advocate for justice for all.”

Reflections Book Group
Resumes in September
The Reflections book group will resume regular monthly meetings in September. We meet on
Thursday, September 12 at 7 pm in the Parlor. Our September discussion book will be The
Clockmaker’s Daughter, by Kate Morton. Amazon.com offers this summary:
In the depths of a 19th-century winter, a little girl is abandoned on the streets of Victorian
London. She grows up to become, in turn, a thief, an artist’s muse, and a lover. In the summer
of 1862, shortly after her eighteenth birthday, she travels with a group of artists to a beautiful
house on a bend of the Upper Thames. Tensions simmer and one hot afternoon a gunshot
rings out. A woman is killed, another disappears, and the truth of what happened slips
through the cracks of time. It is not until over a century later, when another young woman is
drawn to Birchwood Manor, that its secrets are finally revealed. Told by multiple voices across
time, this is an intricately layered, richly atmospheric novel about art and passion, forgiveness
and loss, that shows us that sometimes the way forward is through the past.
Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly for discussion and fellowship. New
women are always welcome! Please contact Barb Henneck at bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more
information about the group or our September meeting.
Looking ahead . . . our October discussion book will be The Nest by Cynthia D’Aprix

Sweeney.

Thank You to Olivia Peters
After three years as the MUMC Minister of Youth, Olivia Peters has made the decision to
step down from this position. As many of you remember, Olivia grew up in our church which
has allowed her to bring a special perspective and love to her role with our youth.
Olivia has organized and led the yearly youth mission trips, fund-raised for these trips and
influenced our youth’s spiritual growth. We are very sad to see Olivia move on to new
challenges, but wish her and her husband Nate all the best!
Please join us in worship on Sunday, September 29th as we recognize Olivia and the
contributions she has made to our church and youth ministry. Afterwards, we will celebrate
with Olivia in the parlor with cake!

Children's Ministries

EXPLORE HOW GOD CONNECTS TO EVERYDAY LIFE –
CHILDREN’S SPIRITUAL FORMATION THIS FALL
This fall in our Spiritual Formation classes, children will be learning how they can be
like God as they go through living every day. Lessons focus on a Bible story, with a
meaningful connection to activities and experiences common to children’s lives. All
children in preschool through fifth grade are invited to participate each Sunday. On the
first Sunday of the month – our MUMC Family Sundays – the children’s choir will sing,
and then during the sermon time children will go to Children’s Church to explore the
day’s message in a kid-friendly, hands-on way. On the rest of the Sundays every
month, we will have Spiritual Formation classes in the room off Fellowship Hall. Come
and bring a friend! Classes start September 15.

SADDLE UP
FOR FUN THIS
FALL!
October 6 and
13
Children and their families are
invited to join us for two
Sundays this fall as we
explore God’s Greatest Gift in a rip-roaring adventure called Yee-Haw! This VBS-like
program will take place on Sundays, October 6 and 13, right after church. It will include

songs, crafts, Bible stories, service projects and snacks, and will last from 10:30-Noon. All
children in preschool through middle school are invited to attend, and parents may stay and
participate or enjoy a longer coffee fellowship. Helpers and snack providers would be very
much appreciated! Stay tuned for more details.

Announcements
Thank you to everyone who has supported
me in so many ways through my unexpected
surgery in August. I'm so grateful for your
cards and offers to provide food and
supplies for me and my family. Thanks, too,
for those who provided rides for Nikolai. You
truly are God's hands and heart, and I
cannot thank you enough.
Peg Gardner
M arsh M eadow Work Days
Sat., Oct. 5
Sat., Nov 2
9am-12 Noon
There's buckthorn waiting to be reomoved in
the Marsh Meadow. Come join us. Bring
leather gloves, loppers, a hat, and bug
spray. Call Linda Mordy at 242-8091 for
more information.
New Youth Director Needed
As we say “Thanks for leading our youth” to
Olivia Peters, your Staff Parish Relations
Committee has begun the process of
recruiting new leadership for our youth. The
person/s we are looking for will Develop
and coordinate a well-rounded, faithcentered youth ministry including
spiritual formation, mission/service
ministry, and social activities that affirm
the United M ethodist Church within the
life and vision of M UM C.
If you would like to learn more about the
Youth Director position or would consider
serving as support to our Youth Director
please contact Pam Layton or any SPRC
team member.

Hunger Task Force
Sat., Sept. 14 from 9am-12pm
201 S. Hawley Ct., M ilwaukee, WI 53214
We are invited by the Cedarburg Methodist
Church to join them on their Hunger Task
Force Food Sort Day. They have helped us,
now it's our turn to support them. Look for
the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or
sign-up on the Mission Outreach web page.
Contact Marilyn Zwissler for more
information.
Farewell Ayres and Hills!
Sun., Sept. 15 after worship.
This will be their last day at MUMC for Herb
and Ginger Ayres and Joe and Eileen Hill as
retirement calls them to golden lives
elsewhere. Please join them after worship
service as they say "See you later. Not
Goodbye!" Celebrate their years of
friendship at MUMC as we all share cake,
stories and hugs.
Family Promise Volunteer Training
There are two training sessions scheduled:
Sept. 10 from 6-9pm at Crossroads
Presbyterian Church, 6031 Chapel Hill Road,
Mequon
AND
Sept. 18 from 6-9pm at Mequon
United Methodist, 11011 N. Oriole Lane,
Mequon.
The training will discuss Safety, Child Abuse
and Neglect, and Confidentiality. Register for
either training (you only need to attend
one) at www.familypromiseoz.org/volunteerregistration/. There is a button on the bottom
of the page that will lead you to the
registration.

CALLING ALL CHOIRS
This is a great time to warm up those vocal
cords and join a choir!!!
Sanctuary Choir is open to ALL! Youth Choir
includes Middle School and High School.
Joyful Noise Choir includes ages 3-12.
Sanctuary Choir rehearsals – Sunday
evenings at 7pm

WOM EN’S CHOIR – time to put dates in
your calendar!
Rehearsals:
Sunday, Sept. 15 from 6-7pm
Sunday, Sept. 22 from 6-7pm
NO REHEARSAL SEPT. 29
Sunday, Oct. 6 from 6–7pm
NO REHEARSAL OCT. 13
SING: Sunday, October 20!!!

Youth Choir rehearsals – Sunday
mornings at 10:30am
Joyful Noise rehearsals - Sunday
mornings at 9am
Women’s Choir and M en’s Choir
rehearse periodically on Sunday evenings at
6pm

Volunteers
Greeters

Sept 1
Randy & Debbie LeRoy

Sept 8
Jim & Gayle Meyer

Coffee Hosts

Dave & Penny Gruettner

Pat Staplekamp
Amy Wachowiak

Ushers

Kay Schroeder
Sandy Christensen

Connie Pukaite
Pat Dillon

Liturgists

Connie Pukaite

Volunteer Needed

Flowers

Volunteer Needed

Malcolm & Nancy Creighton

Greeters

Sept 15
Mission Outreach

Sept 22
Kathy Morgan
Joanne Bartel

Sept 29
Jeff & Lynda
Stephany

Coffee Hosts

Mission Outreach

Lou & Barb Henneck

Fran & Susan Yorio

Ushers

Susan Caldwell
Volunteer Needed

Volunteers Needed

Volunteers Needed

Liturgists

Richard Hynson

Volunteer Needed

Volunteer Needed

Flowers

Jeff & Marcia
Schwager

Doug & Marilyn
Zwissler

Volunteer Needed

Mission Outreach Committee Update
On Wednesday, August 21 the Mission Outreach Committee hosted a dinner attended by
approximately 35 individuals, followed by a presentation given by Gordon Graner, the
missionary MUMC has financially supported for 22 years, and his wife, Ardell. Currently, the
Graners are working and providing spiritual and hands-on support in the Dominican Republic.
It was learned that, in addition to living among and immersing themselves in the history and
culture of the citizens of the Dominican Republic, Ardell is helping with the creation and writing
of the curriculum for the youth’s religious education and Gordon is training citizens regarding
the assembly and use of solar ovens. He then disperses and sells these ovens to families in
order to enhance their quality of life and minimize their expenses. The Graners expressed the
many needs of the people they serve.
If you have questions or would like to provide a donation, please contact Karen Huffman or
Ireene Sullivan, Mission Outreach Committee chairpersons.

Welcome New Members on September 15!
Brent and Marilyn Meyer

Brent and Marilyn met in Gladwin, Michigan, as sophomores in
high school after Brent’s family moved there from Saginaw,
Michigan in 1974. They are both graduates of Michigan State
University and were married in 1980. Brent has been a
journeyman machine repairer for over 40 years. He retired from
General Motors after 30 years and is presently employed at
Harley Davidson Company in Menomonee Falls. In 1986, Marilyn
graduated from Western Michigan University Cooley Law School
and has been an attorney for 33 years. She is now retired after a
career as an assistant prosecutor, a stay-at-home mom, and
most recently as an assistant to the Saginaw County Circuit
Court, handling contested child custody, child support, and
parenting time matters in domestic relations cases. They have two children. Braxton lives
outside of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Melanie and son-in-law Alex live in Hales Corners,
Wisconsin.
The Meyers are looking forward to becoming members of MUMC and appreciate Pastor Sue’s
leadership and passion for Christ, especially her sermons; the wonderful musicians who offer
their talents every Sunday; the members who offer their time and talents to the many
ministries and charities supported by MUMC; and the beautiful church building. They look
forward to being "joyfully obedient" Christians by regularly attending church services,
increasing their time spent in prayer and reading the Bible, and participating in some of the
many programs and volunteer opportunities at MUMC.

Apportionment News
September—Mission Possible
Living the Mission
“The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world” (¶120 The Book of Discipline 2012). Disciples are highly motivated Christian men and
women, learning and following the teachings of Jesus Christ, using their gifts and talents to
perform God’s will in the world. Transformation is radical change that moves a broken world
toward God’s vision of heaven. As Christian disciples, we take our place in the body of Christ,
sharing all in our power to make our world better. To be authentic servants of Christ and
stewards of the mysteries of God, we must make a commitment to give of our time, energy,
knowledge, experience, material resources and spiritual gifts to serve God. Through our
apportionments, we give the financial support to make sure God’s will is done upon the earth.
Individually, we may not have much to give, but together we have more than enough to see
miracles happen each and every day.

Much More Than Money
United Methodists are among the most generous and liberal givers in the United States.
However, giving to and through the church has declined as United Methodists shifted much of
their giving to other charitable organizations. Many view the church as just one charity among
many. This indicates a subtle but serious misunderstanding of giving as a spiritual discipline.
The Christian church is not a charitable organization. Certainly we do many good works in the
world that accomplish the same ends as charities, but we are a communion of faith. Christian
service and witness is not just something we do, it is an outward and visible sign of who we
are — the body of Christ. Mercy, compassion, kindness, justice, healing and generosity are
core characteristics of Christian discipleship. In addition to the money we give, we also commit
time, energy, knowledge, expertise, and intentionality to being Christ in the world. Perhaps
one individual has limited financial resources, and even giving $2 a week is a challenge. This
person still has the capacity to learn everything she or he can about where United Methodist
money goes and what it does. This person can teach others about the power of
apportionment giving to transform the world, inspiring those with more financial resources to
make a commitment. Perhaps an individual has the time and knowledge to work with any of
the 800+ ministries supported through apportionments. Nothing increases the sense of
ownership and dedication more than a firsthand experience of the wonderful work being done.
We often reduce “Christian stewardship” to “time, talent, and treasure,” but we should
supplement this short list with “energy, attitude, knowledge, experience, abilities, networks,
associations,” and a host of other valuable assets. We have so much more to give to the
kingdom-redeeming work of God. The Holy Spirit works within every community of faith to

bless all the gifts given for mission and ministry. As a congregation, we should explore the
question, “What must we all do together to make sure our church pays 100% of our
apportionments?” Paying apportionments isn’t the pastor’s job, or the finance committee’s
task, or the responsibility of the church council or any other administrative agent of the
church. Apportionments are the faith commitment of the entire congregation, and every
person should be invited to participate in this amazing, life-giving, transformative outreach of
The United Methodist Church.

Giving Begets Giving, Giving Shapes Living
Northcott Neighborhood House is a bright and shining light in Milwaukee, serving at-risk youth
and families for more than 50 years. The stated mission of Northcott is to “support family
stability, provide educational and recreational programs for youth, lessen neighborhood
tensions, combat community deterioration, and provide various social services for the
residents of Harambee and surrounding neighborhoods. In these capacities, Northcott
Neighborhood House serves approximately 10,000 community residents annually.” A former
recipient of Northcott’s ministry consciously and intentionally lives a frugal existence, though
Northcott helped him get a good education and a good job. He owns few clothes, lives in a
simple apartment, rides a bicycle (doesn’t even own a car), and spends very little money on
himself. Instead, he sets aside the majority of his income to help pay the tuition of two other
young men from his neighborhood. Northcott gave this young man a future with hope, and he
is committed to doing the same for others. One more way apportionment giving is an
investment!

I Corinthians 4:1-5
Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries. Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they should be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very small thing
that I should be judged by you or by any human court. I do not even judge myself. I am not
aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me.
Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring
to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then
each one will receive commendation from God.

Questions for Reflection and Discussion
1. By what criteria do you believe we will be judged by God? Will actions speak louder than
words?
2. What does it mean to be “servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God”?
3. What can we do together today that may one day result in “commendations from God”?

Accidental Choir Members
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