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March 2014

✝
Say “YES!” to these 
activities at MUMC

Each Sunday in Lent, come to hear Pastor Tm’s 
sermon series on Jesus’ journey

Complete the survey on MUMC’s involvement in 
Family Promise

Meet with the Bishop on March 25 -- share your 
observations and comments

Step up to meet a BIG need for help with 
programs for children:

• Lent program on Sunday nights
• Tasks to support the Sunday School lessons
• Be a part of VBS in June

Serve at the mealsite; bring desserts or fruit for 
the meal

Join the discussion at Lunch Bunch … and enjoy 
the camaraderie at the meal after the study time

Volunteer to help out at the Book Fair in early April

Order flowers for upcoming special Sundays

An Irish blessing
May you have 
walls to keep out the wind, 
a roof to keep out the rain, 
warm drinks by the fire, 
laughter to cheer you, 
those you love near you, 
and all that your heart may desire, 
including the love of God within.

http://www.mequonumc.org
http://www.mequonumc.org
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Pastor Tim’s Message

We have all heard the expression that if you want to know someone, you have to “walk a 
mile in their shoes.” In other words, if we can put ourselves in their place, we would know 
and understand them better. We would come to see the world through their eyes. In our faith 
life, we are called to do the same thing as we take a walk and follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
So, what does it mean to walk with Jesus? For me, this is a question I ask daily as I hear 
news of loss, see people in pain, and do what I can to respond and act like Jesus as I let my 
faith touch this world to make a difference. Mainly, I have come to learn that on our faith 
walk Jesus’ footprints are pretty big and there is more than enough room to travel with hope 
and grace as our companions. 

This week I received an E-mail from a good friend of mine who is a United Methodist 
pastor visiting, ministering, and striving to walk in the footsteps of Jesus during her time in 
Israel. So, I wish to share a portion of her inspiring message from the land of the Holy One.

“I never cease to marvel that in the midst of the notorious episodes of brutality that can 
flare up here at times in the Holy Land, the light of Hope refuses to be extinguished. Hope is 
most meaningful and most inspiring when it fortifies people to withstand and overcome 
debilitating despair. The media at   times saturate the American public with words and images 
of abject human brutality in the Holy Land. But they do not capture the truth and I wish they 
could capture the image of Hope. 

Hope is not a chirping Pollyanna optimism. It is the gritty, inspired human resolve 
against overwhelming odds to preserve and advance human dignity and decency in the face 
of desperate human suffering. Here in the Holy Land, Hope is found in the words of Paul, 
‘All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us a 
ministry of reconciliation’ (2 Cor. 5:18) as we follow behind Jesus working as Christian 
reconcilers walking with the Palestinians and Israelis to promote justice, pursue peace, speak 
the truth and dare to dream of a new dawn even during those midnight hours of vengeance 
and retaliation.”

As we come to another season of Lent, I invite us to step out in faith and hope on our 
journey of life. That in this time of self-examination and renewal, where we engage in 
spiritual disciplines like prayer, daily devotions, Bible study to name a few, we strive daily to 
follow where Jesus leads and get in step with his peace, love, and hope. This hope, just like 
my friend saw, is the divine light which will never be extinguished by the unhappy, painful, 
bitter events around us because it is always stronger than the forces of pain and tragedy. Even 
death, which seems such a definite and permanent defeat, is transformed by the loving, living 
power of God into a resurrection. 

I invite us in this season to walk with Jesus so we can understand him better as we listen 
for his voice, love with his heart, reach out with his hands, and see the hope in front of us. So 
that on our journey when we encounter some disheartening news we can pause a few 
moments and count the blessings that touch our hearts. As we realize that we are never on the 
path alone; for Jesus walks with us and talks with us and tell us all we are his own.  

In God’s Love
Pastor Tim

Lenten Sermon Series –
 “In the Footsteps of Jesus”

 In all the Gospels, we read about how 
Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem in the last 
month before his arrest, trial, and eventual 
crucifixion. In that last month, Jesus gave us 
an example of how to live our lives to the 
fullest with faith and trust. Throughout the 
season of Lent, we will take a journey to 
follow in the footsteps of Jesus traveling with 
him into the wilderness, out into the streets to 
heal, onto the mountain to hear his words, and 
through his final week as we come to learn and 
grow more like him.

New Member Class
 Are you interested in learning 
about and becoming a member of 
Mequon United Methodist Church? 
If so, please talk with Pastor Tim as 
he plans to organize a new member 
class soon. 
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The Bishop is coming!
Bishop Jung’s Visit to

Mequon United 
Methodist Church 

has been set!
Tuesday, March 25, 2014

• 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
• There will be a simple 

fellowship lunch at Noon at 
MUMC before Bishop Jung 
arrives

• Evening gathering at Church of 
the Good Hope UMC
• 8700 West Good Hope Road
• Dinner at 5:30 p.m.
• Evening gathering with 

Bishop Jung at 6:30 p.m.

 Our resident Bishop of the Wisconsin Annual Conference, 
Hee-Soo Jung, has arranged his visit to our area on Tuesday, March 
25. You will have two opportunities to meet and talk with him. 

 The first will be at MUMC in the afternoon. Bishop Jung will 
arrive at the church at 1:00 p.m. and visit with us for one hour. His 
priority is to get to know us as a congregation, so he is coming to 
see our church and listen to you. Before he arrives, though, we will 
have a simple lunch at Noon of soup, rolls, fruit, and dessert for 
anyone who would like to come for some fellowship. At 1:00 p.m. 
when Bishop Jung arrives he will lead a discussion on some 
questions:

• What do we celebrate as a church community? 
• How do people in the community see and experience us as 

a church community?
• What resources do we need as a local church from Bishop 

Jung and his office?

 The second opportunity will come at a circuit gathering where 
the five churches of our circuit (Port Washington UMC, Cedarburg 
Community UMC, Mequon UMC, Brown Deer UMC, and Church 
of the Good Hope UMC) will all come together at the Church of 
the Good Hope UMC located at 8700 W Good Hope Road. This 
gathering will begin with dinner open to all at 5:30 p.m. and 
Bishop Jung speaking at 6:30 p.m. At the evening gathering Bishop 
Jung will lay out his vision for the annual conference and our local 
churches. He will also speak about his three point fruit producing 
strategy. 
  Pastor Tim hopes you will make it a priority to come to one or 
both of these gatherings. It has been a long time since a resident 
Bishop has visited our church and a visit like this will not happen 
again for probably another long time, so please take advantage of 
this opportunity to come talk and hear from Bishop Jung.

Children’s Lent Program: 
Wilderness Escape

 This Lent we will be caravanning through the 
wilderness with Moses and the Israelites as they escape 
Egypt, learning about how God guides and provides for 
us through stories, songs, crafts and fun. The program 
will take place on Sunday nights at 4:00 PM from 
March 16th—April 6th.  Everyone is invited to join us 
for dinner from 5:45-6:15 PM (children will be finished 
at 6:00).  Please consider helping out in one or more of 
the following ways:
• Provide a meal on March 30 or April 6.
• Help with the Bible stories
• Lead or help with crafts or music
• Help with set up on March 15

If you can help out in any way, please see Peg. 

Come and help plant seeds of faith
! As Lent begins, we are going to be very busy in the Sunday 
School and could really use some extra hands! How about 
helping with: 
• Tapping a Maple Tree -- March 9. 	 We need help both 

outside and in the kitchen as we make maple syrup candy.

• The Labyrinth and the Garden -- Set-up on 
Saturday, March 15. Come help us set up a prayer 
labyrinth in Fellowship Hall and a garden in our classroom.

• Planting and painting -- March 23. 
Help us plant miniature Gardens of 
Gethsemane and paint little wooden 
people that help us tell the Easter story.

• Baking -- March 30. Come and help us 
bake prayer pretzels.

• Behind the scenes (work at home): 
We need 10 coconuts to be bought and 
cut (sawed) carefully in half to be our 
Easter tombs. The coconut and coconut 
milk are all yours!

Please jump in to help with one or more of these activities on 
behalf of our Sunday School children. Contact Peg to volunteer.
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Mealsite -- March 27
 In 2014 MUMC will serve and bring dinner 
items to the mealsite TEN times. This mission 
project has been undertaken by the MUMC 
congregation for over two decades. If you have 
helped before, thank you and please continue to 
affirm your involvement. If you have never 
donated food items or have never served at the 
mealsite, consider doing so now. The need is 
tremendous -- and you will have your heart 
warmed from giving to this project.
 Food donations needed: 
desserts (bars, brownies, cakes, 
cupcakes, etc.) AND fresh 
fruit (hold-in-your-hand 
items like bananas, apples, 
pears, clementines, ) 
 Servers: leave MUMC 
together at 4:30 PM and return about 6:00 PM.
 Sign-up sheets for servers and food are on the 
bulletin board by the church front door.

Book group’s topic is a book thief
 The Reflections Book Group will meet 
Thursday, March 13th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  
Our discussion book this month is The Book 
Thief, by Markus Zusak.  This School Library 
Journal editorial review appears on 
amazon.com . . .
 

Death himself narrates the World War II-era 
story of Liesel Meminger from the time she is 
taken, at age nine, to live in Molching, 
Germany, with a foster family in a working-
class neighborhood of 
tough kids, acid-tongued 
mothers, and loving fathers 
who earn their living by the 
work of their hands. The 
child arrives having just 
stolen her first book–
although she has not yet 
learned how to read–and 
her foster father uses it, 
The Gravediggers 
Handbook, to lull her to 
sleep when shes roused by regular nightmares 
about her younger brothers death. Across the 
ensuing years of the late 1930s and into the 
1940s, Liesel collects more stolen books as 
well as a peculiar set of friends: the boy Rudy, 
the Jewish refugee Max, the mayors reclusive 
wife (who has a whole library from which she 
allows Liesel to steal), and especially her foster 
parents.

 
 Reflections is a women’s book discussion 
group that meets the second Thursday evening of 
each month.  New women are always welcome.  
Contact Barb Henneck at 238-0707 or 
bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more information.

Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunities

Women's Prayer Breakfast
Wednesday, April 2nd
 Women of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 2nd for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We conclude 
our time together with open Communion. Our breakfast lasts only an 
hour, so it is the perfect way to start your day and begin the month. 

Men's Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, April 3
  Men of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
April 3 for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We conclude our 
time together with open Communion. Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so 
it is the perfect way to start your day and begin the month. 

Lunch Bunch**  
Bible Study – 11:00 a.m.
Lunch – 12 p.m. (noon)
 Come join on Tuesdays for our Bible study at 11 a.m. and our 
delicious lunch including homemade soup at Noon. Continuing 
throughout March will be our study, Making Sense of the Cross. The cross 
is the central symbol of our faith, but do we take time to think about and 
experience it? What happened on the cross? What does it mean for us? 
How does the cross intersect with our daily lives? Pastor Tim invites you 
to come as we explore through scripture and discussion these and other 
questions about the cross that lie at the very heart of our faith. Come join 
us for a time to feed our bodies and our souls -- you are welcome anytime, 
every time!

**Why should you come to Lunch Bunch?
1. Because MUMC folks have spirited discussions on many facets of 

Christian life based on videos with enlightenment and instruction from 
Pastor Tim.

2. Because we always come away with some new insight or guidance.
3. Because the group is very welcoming and would love to have you 

come.
4. Because you really do have a couple of free hours on Tuesdays to 

nurture and expand your spiritual life.
5. Because Ireene makes the soup for lunch and it is the best in the world 

-- tomato bisque, chicken with wild rice, ham and bean, and more (are 
your taste buds perking up!!).

6. Lastly, because several people who come were asked what they would 
say to you about Lunch Bunch. Here are their comments to you:
• Ardis says she likes Lunch Bunch so much because the people are 

so friendly and they make the group a safe place to be yourself and 
share your opinions.

• Glen says “Obviously, Ireene’s homemade soup and the desserts are 
delicious. Tim’s Bible study class in great -- he is a very good 
teacher.”

• Katie says the she likes becoming more acquainted with scripture, 
and how it relates to our everyday life. She adds that the gathering 
with other believers is definitely an asset.

• Sandy says, “I enjoy the Lunch Bunch because I have gotten to 
know people in the group better and because I am learning new 
ideas about the Bible through videos and group discussions.”

• Herb is succinct. He says: (1) Great discussions, (2) Awesome soup, 
(3) Genial fellowship

• Nancy sums up everyone’s comments. She says, “Pastor Tim does a 
super job of leading pertinent study and discussion -- helping make 
it relevant to everyone’s lives. Come join us -- it really makes our 
faith more tangible.”

mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
mailto:bhenneck@wi.rr.com
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On Sunday, March 30th 
our congregation 

will be participating in 
One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 For more than 50 years, United 
Methodist congregations have been 
taking part in the special One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering, laying the 
foundation for the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 
ministry of relief and hope. 
 As the humanitarian relief and 
development arm of The United 
Methodist Church, UMCOR transforms 
and strengthens people and 
communities. Compelled by Christ to be 
a voice of conscience on behalf of the 
people called Methodist, UMCOR 
works globally to alleviate human 
suffering and advance hope and healing.
 Donations that UMCOR receives 
through this offering, along with other 
undesignated gifts made throughout the 
year, cover their costs of doing 
business. Gifts like yours make it 
possible for UMCOR to use 100% of all 
other contributions on the projects their 
donors specify, instead of on 
administrative or fundraising costs.
 UMCOR does not receive United 
Methodist World Service or 
apportionment funds, so without your 
offerings, UMCOR would not exist.
 Because UMCOR keeps operating 
costs under 10% of their total budget, 
undesignated gifts may actually exceed 
UMCOR’s administrative needs. When 
that happens, your support is channeled 
to under-funded programs, where 
they’re most needed. They also may be 
used to allow UMCOR to respond to 
disasters immediately after an event and 
before funds can be raised.

VBS 2014
SonWest RoundUp

June 23-24
9:00 AM - Noon

 Mark your calendars now for a rip-
roaring good time at this summer’s VBS 
program. We’ll be heading to the 
frontier to explore Bible stories, games, 
crafts, music and 
more, for kids in 
preschool through 
elementary 
grades.  We will 
also have a 
special music 
time for toddlers, 
tots and their 
parents, as well as 
the little ones from 
Sonlight.  We hope everyone will join us 
as participants, helpers, station leaders 
or supporters. We’ll have a Chuckwagon 
Cookout for the whole church on 
Wednesday, June 25, at 5:00 PM. Please 
let Peg know if you would be willing to 
help in any way as we put on our boots 
for a stompin’ good time!

Now recruiting volunteers for the 
following FUN things to do:

• Lead or help with Bible Stories
• Lead or help with crafts
• Lead or help with games
• Lead or help with snacks
• Lead or help with lunch
• Lead or help with our 

Chuckwagon Cookout

Save the date!
April 26

F’SHIP4US adult fellowship 
gathers for an

evening of  dinner 
and dueling pianos

Lucille’s Piano Bar 
and Grill

Watch for details in April -- 
time, reservations, etc.

Critter Camp 2014
June 23-24 

Noon - 3:30 PM
 We’ll take to the trails of the 
MUMC Marshmeadow once again this 
summer, as children in elementary and 
middle school are invited to join us in 
the great outdoors. Linda Mordy, our 
very own naturalist, will lead us in our 
journeys, with the able assistance of 
educator Schuyler Gardner, who will 
lead our youngest campers.  
 Lunch will be provided each day for 
children and adults, and we will have a 
field trip to the Riveredge Nature 
Center on Wednesday. There will also 
be a concurrent Bible Study for adults, 
so there is plenty for everyone. 
	 If you would like to participate 
and/or help with any aspect of 
Critter Camp, please see Peg or 
Linda.

Music in worship:
March 9 – Quattro Horns
March 16 – Sanctuary Choir
March 23 – Women’s Choir
March 30 – Sanctuary Choir
April 6 – Youth Choir and WIRED!

 

 Thanks to all the wonderful 
members of all of our choirs for the 
time, energy, and talents you bring to 
our rehearsals and worship services 
every week!

“O music … thou hast taught 
us to see with our ears 

and hear with our hearts.” 
—Kahlil Gibran
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Will MUMC join Family Promise of Ozaukee County 
and serve homeless children and their families?

 MUMC members assigned to gather information about Family Promise of Ozaukee County, and 
learn what it would mean to our church if this local ministry were to be adopted have now been 
working since November. The following is a quick summary of what we’ve learned to date:

Why is MUMC even considering a 
NEW ministry?

MUMC members in Focus Groups last year asked for more outreach 
and involvement in our LOCAL community to serve underserved 
people. The new 3-year Strategic Plan includes that goal.

Why is MUMC specifically considering 
Family Promise of Ozaukee County as 
a ministry in which to participate?

MUMC learned there are Ozaukee County children in families who 
are homeless, and no local short-term housing or services to help them 
regain their stability and independence. REAL NEED exists.

What is Family Promise, and what does 
it do?

Family Promise is a nationwide interfaith network of houses of 
worship which collaboratively provide meals and sleeping 
arrangements for homeless families one week at a time, and organize 
daytime services focused to help parents get back on their feet while 
children continue to attend school in their home districts. 

How will it work in Ozaukee County? 13 or more houses of worship will each commit to host up to 4 
families (no more than 14 individuals) for one week every 3 months, 
providing them sleeping arrangements, meals and nurturing friendship 
for that week until resources and permanent housing can be located to 
re-establish independence. Additional churches, unable to provide 
sleeping space, will Partner and provide volunteers.

What do churches need to participate? First – a house of worship needs one room for each of 4 families, 
space that will not be needed by other church programs for one week 
at a time from Sunday afternoon after worship to the next Sunday 
morning before worship.  Family Promise provides cots.

What else would a church need to 
provide?

Donations of food will be needed to feed up to 14 people each night 
during each Host Week once every 3 months. Four willing volunteers 
per night are needed to serve dinner, tutor children, visit with families 
– 2 volunteers are needed to stay overnight with guests 

Does Mequon United Methodist 
Church have what it needs to 
participate in Family Promise of 
Ozaukee County and serve homeless 
children with families?

MUMC has 4 rooms that are unused during the week … the class 
room off Fellowship Hall; Youth Room; Music Room and Library 
(with room divider).  Sonlight does not use any of these rooms.  Youth 
and Music staff have said they can use other space on a Sunday 
evening IF a Host week were to overlap those ministries

The major remaining question is:  Do MUMC members have the interest and will to Host families or 
Partner with a different church, providing the food donations and 
volunteers when homeless families need short-term housing?

 YOU need to help answer that remaining question before the Church Council can decide 
whether or not MUMC will adopt the new Family Promise ministry to serve local homeless children 
and their families, and be a Host Church or a Partner Church. At the time this SPIRE went to press, 
33 families had answered the Family Promise survey sent earlier by email, or by US Postal Mail.  32 
said MUMC should participate in Family Promise of Ozaukee County. 22 said MUMC should be a 
Host church; 10 said MUMC should Partner with another church.

 Please answer seven short questions on the Family Promise survey. Copies of the survey are 
available at the church if you have misplaced your copy. If you have questions about Family Promise,  
call a Committee member:    Connie Pukaite at 262-242-2778; Katie Jackson at 262-243-5470 or 
Ross & Jean Paulus at 262-502-0512

Walk … walk … walk!!
Dust off your walking shoes and get ready to join the Parish Nurse Team 
in a walking program starting the month of May. More info to come.
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March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month

 Colorectal cancer is cancer that occurs in the colon or 
rectum. Sometimes it is called colon cancer, for short. The 
colon is the large intestine or large bowel. The rectum is the 
passageway that connects the colon to the anus.
 Colorectal cancer affects men and women of all racial and 
ethnic groups, and is most often found in people aged 50 years 
or older. Besides age, other risk factors include smoking, 
having a family history of colorectal cancer, and being African 
American.
 Of cancers that affect both men and women, colorectal 
cancer is the second leading cancer killer in the United States, 
but it doesn't have to be. Colorectal cancer screening saves 
lives. Screening can find precancerous polyps—abnormal 
growths in the colon or rectum—so that they can be removed 
before turning into cancer. Screening also helps find colorectal 
cancer at an early stage, when treatment often leads to a cure. 
About nine out of every 10 people whose colorectal cancer is 
found early and treated are still alive five years later.
 The best way to prevent colorectal cancer is to get 
screened regularly starting at age 50. There are often no signs 
or symptoms of colorectal cancer – thatʼs why itʼs so 
important to get screened.
 Everyone can take these healthy steps to help 
prevent colorectal cancer:

1. Get screened starting at age 50.
2. Quit smoking and stay away from secondhand smoke.
3. Get active and eat healthy.

 If your doctor has recommended colon cancer screening, 
you might be able to choose from various colon cancer 
screening tests. If youʼre reluctant to make a decision, 
remember that any discomfort or embarrassment from the 
screening is temporary and detecting problems could save your 
life. Talk with your doctor about which test is right for you.

	 What do I ask the doctor?
 Visiting the doctor can be stressful. It helps to have 
questions written down ahead of time. You may also want to 
ask a family member or close friend to come with you to take 
notes.
! Print these questions and take them to your 
appointment.

1. What is my risk for colorectal cancer?
2. When do you recommend that I start getting tested?
3. How often should I get tested?
4. Which screening test do you recommend? Why?
5. Whatʼs involved in screening? How do I prepare?
6. Are there any dangers or side effects of screening?
7. How long will it take to get the results?
8. What can I do to reduce my risk of colorectal cancer?

 If you are aged 50 or older, get screened now. If you think 
you may be at higher than average risk for colorectal cancer, 
speak with your doctor about getting screened early.
Sources:
www.cdc.gov
www.healthfinder.gov

Parish
Nurse

“MUMC Parish Nurse Ministry 
promotes wellness, healing 
and wholeness of body, mind 
and spirit within our church 
family through health
assessment, counseling and 
education.” [Parish Nurse 
Mission Statement]

MUMC Trustees Report 
 The Trustees are continuing efforts to meet MUMC’s Strategic Plan goal to “Maintain the 
Church in excellent condition.”  Since the beginning of this new year, 
        

• Mechanical door-openers were installed at the wheelchair entrance to make entry easier 
for people with walkers or wheelchairs, or arms loaded with children arriving for Sonlight

• Hallway floors and staircases in the Education Wing and front entry have been stripped, 
cleaned and rewaxed – soon new tiles will replace old ones showing signs of excessive 
wear

• Doors and door-frames have been painted in the education wing
• The restroom at the kitchen entrance to the church was painted by two Youth Members
• A contract has been issued to replace worn and buckling carpeting on the stairs at the 

church front entrance 
• Another contract has been issued to replace two inefficient 20+year old furnaces in the 

education wing, adding air conditioning for the upper level, zoned to correct problems 
with heating and cooling  all the offices and classrooms

“BECAUSE YOU GAVE …”     These projects were made possible in part by special donations 
from interested members along with Capital Campaign Funds and Sonlight Funds. Without 
support from MUMC members through pledged or special gifts, work to maintain our beautiful 
church would not be possible. Trustees will be reviewing and re-prioritizing the remaining 
Improvements Project List, and will report on those needs in future SPIRE issues.

Update on 
maintenance 

projects

http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.healthfinder.gov
http://www.healthfinder.gov
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Thanks for your support 
of the Outreach Auction!

 Thanks to you, the Outreach Committee 
will be giving support to the following local, 
national and international mission projects:

✦ Our missionary, Gordon Garner, serving 
in the Dominican Republic

✦ Family Promise
✦ The St. Vincent de Paul Mealsite
✦ UMC Summerfield in Milwaukee 

(toward kitchen repair so they can begin 
a Saturday mealsite for homeless)

✦ Youth Mission trip
✦ UMCOR
✦ United Methodist Children’s Services 

and The Transitional Living Center
✦ Interfaith Caregivers – Ozaukee
✦ Healthcare for the Homeless
✦ Kathy’s House
✦ Advocates of Ozaukee
✦ Hunger Task Force

Thanks for your winter coats
 Thank you to everyone who donated winter coats and sweaters for the 
people at St. Vincent de Paul Mealsite on Martin Luther King Drive. Mission 
Outreach took more than 150 coats to the Mealsite director in January and 
February. He is very grateful for our generosity and caring.

Welcoming Connections Team 
offers thanks and a winter tale!
     Said the rabbit to his mate:  “Where is this warm sunshine along with the 
delicious flowering plants and the tender green shoots about which you 
speak? When I poke my head out of our burrow, all I see is snow and it’s cold 
and I’m tired of sitting in this burrow and chewing on these hard roots and my 
stomach is rumbling.” And his mate replied, “In time it will all come and it 
will all be better. We just have to have faith and be patient and believe.  We 
must be grateful that we have our burrow which keeps us a little warm and is 
out of the snow and the wind and that we at least have something to eat. It’s 
only the first of March after all, and we just happen to live in Wisconsin, 
which is a nice warm place in the summertime with all kinds of good food.” 
      And we are grateful for all the visitors that we have had at church recently 
and for our greeters on Sunday mornings and for our members who have 
provided the delicious food and the coffee for the social time after church this 
month: John and Gayle Meyer, Mike and Chris Debbink, Ned and Mary 
Sisney, and Jeff and Marcia Schwager.

Give stocks 
as a gift to MUMC

 Do you have shares of stock that are 
worth more than you paid? Have you 
owned the stock for more than a year? If 
so, you can 
make your 
gifts in a tax 
advantaged 
way.
 Here’s 
how it works: 
Your broker 
transfers the 
correct amount 
of shares of your appreciated stock to the 
Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
(WUMF). The stock is sold free of charge 
with no commissions by WUMF who 
then sends MUMC a check referenced to 
you as your gift.
 Why is all of the extra work worth it? 
Because you don’t pay capital gains tax 
on the sale. If you sell stock yourself to 
make a gift, you will be taxed on the gain. 
And you will pay a commission to sell it. 
And you will have less money left over to 
make your gift.
 By using WUMF to sell your 
appreciated stock, you avoid taxes on the 
gain. And MUMC still gets the money as 
if you were writing a check. And you get 
credited on your statement for the gift. 
 It’s nice to finally have a tax loophole 
that works for you and MUMC.

Book Fair is coming to MUMC!
April 3-8, 2014

Come to the Fiesta and join the fun as you shop for 
books for kids and adults! The Children’s Ministries 
Team is sponsoring this Scholastic Book Fair to earn 
funding to purchase books for homeless children served 
by the Santas Without Chimneys program (http://santaswithoutchimneys.org/). This 
year-round program provides birthday gifts to children without homes, as well as 
essentials like warm socks and hats during the winter, and gifts for more than 100 
children at Christmas. The team hopes to be able to provide enough books for one 
book for every birthday and one book for each child at Christmas. 

We are hoping to keep the book fair open for Sonlight’s families at drop off and 
pick up times, for our Lunch Bunch, and throughout the weekend, including all day 
Sunday.  We have several special events in the offing as well, so please stay tuned! 

This will require a good number of volunteers. You can sign up online at 
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mequonumc or see Peg. This would be a 
GREAT opportunity for students who need service hours, but we need all ages and 
skills on board to make our Book Fair a success. Please consider helping out. Here 
is the schedule so far:

• Wednesday, April 2: 11:00-3:00 PM Set-Up
• Thursday, April 3: 7:00 AM-7:00 PM The Book Fair is open, with morning 

snacks from 7:00-9:00 AM.
• Friday, April 4: 7:00 AM-7:00 PM The Book Fair is open
• Saturday, April 5: 10:00 AM-2:00 PM The Book Fair is open, with popcorn 

and videos at 10:00 AM.
• Sunday, April 6: The Book Fair will open right after church and stay open all 

day. At 5:30 PM, the whole church is invited to join us for a Fiesta Dinner 
and more time at the Book Fair.

• Monday, April 7: The Book Fair will be open from 5:00-7:00 PM.
• Tuesday, April 8: The Book Fair will be open for the Lunch Bunch, from 

10:00 AM-2:00 PM.
Our Fair will include books for adults as well as children, and there is also an 

option to purchase books online to benefit our mission project. More information is 
available on our Book Fair homepage (link above). Thank you in advance for your 
support of this important project!

~~~~~~~~~  Thank you!   Thank you!   Thank you!  ~~~~~~~~~   

http://santaswithoutchimneys.org/
http://santaswithoutchimneys.org/
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mequonumc
http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/mequonumc
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Sanctuary Flowers for Easter AND Mother’s Day ...

 This year, Easter is 
later in the Spring, and 
Mother’s Day falls only 
three weeks after 
Easter. This poses a 
small challenge to your 
Worship Team’s effort 
to encourage MUMC 
members and friends to 
purchase special flowers 
to beautify the 
Sanctuary on these two 
very special Sundays, 
and then to take plants 
home to enjoy there as 
well. We usually 
provide two separate 
opportunities to order 
special flowers and 
spread the cost, but the 
timing this year requires 
one order form to cover 
both occasions.

ORDER FORM

NAME:   _____________________________________________

PHONE:  _____________________________________________ 

FOR YOUR EASTER ORDER …
PLANT: 
- Large Pots -   Cost Number Total
    per Pot of Pots COST

EASTER LILY   (double stem)  $15.50 _________ _________
HYDRANGEA (____pink) (____blue)  $15.50 _________ _________
AZALEA (shades of pink, red, salmon)  $14.50 _________ _________
CINERARIA 
     (pink/purple daisy-like flower)  $  9.00 _________ _________
DAFFODILS (large, yellow)  $  9.00   _________ _________
TULIPS, 10/Pot    $  9.00 _________ _________
HYACINTHS  $  8.50 _________ _________
    Grand total for EASTER  order $  _________

FOR YOUR MOTHER’S DAY ORDER …  
Hanging Baskets can last all summer with care

SINGLE SPECIES - $15.00 per Pot   Number  TOTAL
         of Pots 
 COST  
BEGONIAS – Dragon Wings,  Non-Stop   _________  _________
REIGER BEGONIA (double-flowered, Non-stop)  _________  _________
FUCHIA   _________  _________
LOBELIA (bright blue)   _________  _________
PETUNIA, WAVE   _________  _________
IMPATIENTS, Shade & Sun   _________  _________
IVY GERANIUMS   _________  _________

COMBO POTS – $18.00/Pot        _________  _________
Mix of 2 to 3 FLOWERING PLANTS per  pot 
  Grand total for MOTHER’S DAY order $  _________  

** PLEASE INCLUDE PAYMENT WITH YOUR ORDERS **
Make checks out to “MUMC” with “flowers” in the memo line.

With sympathy
The MUMC congregation is holding these families in our prayers.

The Gattoni family. Rick’s mother recently passed away. She lived with Rick’s Dad in 
their home in New Jersey. We share our grief with the entire Gattoni family including Rick 
and Patty, plus Katie and Jeff, Stephen and Susan, Jim and Ali, and all of the grandchildren.

The Moyer family. Our prayers are with Melissa, Steve, and Abby as they mourn the recent 
death of Steve’s mother.

Order due:
For Easter - April 7
For Mother’s Day -

April 28
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Sonlight Scoop
March 2014

Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United 
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 5 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

The Sonlight kids had a great 
time celebrating RED, 
WHITE and PINK DAY! 
Everyone came in festive 
colors and had fun sharing 
valentines with their fellow 
classmates and staff. Several 
classes even had parties to 
help celebrate the day!

We also found a day when 
the temperature wasn’t too 
COLD and the kids had a 
blast playing in the snow.

As we are experiencing another Polar Vortex…we still say “Stay Warm!!!”  …   Kathy and Sue

~~ A letter to Pastor Tim and MUMC ~~
Dear Pastor O'Brien,
  I wanted to take a moment to thank you and all others that volunteered at Heather William's 
Funeral services, February 1, 2014. As you know, we were all so overwhelmed by the sudden 
passing, but even more so by all that needed to be "pulled together" in such a short period of 
time. I appreciated the leadership on display for Heather's beautiful service, whether behind the 
scenes or not, everything went smoothly as planned. As more and more friends and family began 
to fill the chapel, no one seemed to panic. Instead, all church participants flowed cohesively, 
demonstrating hospitality, comfort and direction to all of our guests, most of which were strangers 
to you. I know how much pre - planning it takes to execute a funeral service -- Heather's service 
was so well executed, it felt more like a beautiful celebration of her life versus a "funeral." All went 
smoothly while many of us were struggling with the reality of the situation. While I grieved a lot 
that day, I felt so safe having friends and family surrounded by such loving people!
  Thank you to all that participated in Heather's beautiful service. You all are so kind and 
wonderful. Pastor Tim, you're the best!
 With Love,
 Byron Jackson



11

the Spire
is published monthly by

Mequon United 
Methodist Church

11011 North Oriole Lane 20W
Mequon, WI 53092

262-242-4770
www.mequonumc.org

----------

Editor:  Ginger Ayres
Assistants:

Shirley Campbell, Susan Caucutt, 
Sandy Christensen, Chris Debbink, 

Ruth Groth, Ann Miller, Eleanor Moe, 
Audra O’Brien, Dorothy Schmidt

----------

Deadline for copy: the 25th 
of the month prior to publication. 

Editor reserves the right to 
edit for content and space.

------------------------------------

Church Staff
Pastor: Tim O’Brien
 <pastor.mumc@gmail.com>
Office Manager: Shari Berson
Ministers of Music: 
 Rick & Michelle Hynson
 <michellehynson@gmail.com>
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My Father’s World - by Ginger Ayres

 What if I walk up to you, look you in 
the eyes, and ask what legacy are you 
leaving when you pass from this earth? 
After I apologize for my impertinence, 
you might actually think about my 
question.
 Herb and I will leave a tree as a 
legacy. We feel warmhearted when we 
see “our” pine tree in the MUMC 
Marshmeadow. It was planted a few years 
ago when MUMC planted trees to honor 
fathers on Father’s Day. It is still small 
but it will be there for a very long time.
 There is a story that is loosely based 
on fact. It tells that a simple-looking 
couple went to speak with the president 
of Harvard University. They wanted to 
put up something on campus in memory 
of their son who died while a student 
there. The president rebuffed them by 
saying there couldn’t be things built for 
every deceased Harvard student. He 
thought he could further put them off by 
mentioning a very large price for 
something like a building. The couple 
responded to this rejection by smiling at 
each other and heading west. Along the 
way they figuratively picked up the 
president of Indiana University (who, by 
the way, was a Cornell grad!). Near Palo 
Alto, California, they put the IU person 
to work as they founded a college and 
named it in memory of their son -- the 
Leland Stanford Junior University. Today 
it’s reputation resides in lofty circles -- it 
is known simply as Stanford. The little 
pine tree that Herb and I planted is pretty 
meager compared to a university. 
However, Herb would insert here that his 
family tree has a branch connected to the 
Stanford family. I’m not sure if that 
genealogical connection makes Herb’s 
Stanford legacy a building … or just a 
brick!
 Legacies come is all shapes and 
sizes. Around here a person’s name is on 
Lambeau Field, the Hoan Bridge, and 
Mitchell Field. People think of the 
investments they leave for their family. 
Maybe some money will go to charitable 
organizations. A grandson might receive 
Grandpa’s restored 1965 Mustang. My 
grandmother’s lovely china teacups now 
reside with many family members.

 Let me now make an abrupt turn in 
this discussion of legacies. A dear family 
member who recently died, knew that she 
was on her final journey and gave much 
thought to the question of legacy. She 
concluded that the best, greatest and only 
legacy is not money or a building or a 
university or even a tree. It is love. It is 
the love that you bestow to your family 
and friends which they will carry with 
them forever. It is how you connect with 
those around you. It is not things; it is the 
gift of the loving human interactions you 
have.
 I hope that our son Peter remembers 
the love inherent in our many family 
activities. I hope he remembers the time 
spent joking about the home-repair 
projects that his Dad helped him do. The 
joke is how many trips to the hardware 
store are needed to complete a job. The 
current record stands at 5 for a toilet 
repair! The project was not funny -- the 
joking and camaraderie after the chore is 
the real legacy.
 There is a beloved member of our 
congregation. I can’t use his name due to 
privacy concerns but it starts with Glen! 
Every summer for over three decades, his 
family has had a grand time as they 
vacation together up north. Kids who 
were once little are now grown adults; 
grandchildren who ran in diapers are now 
in college. The “legacy” that this whole 
family will remember from those 
vacations is the love and togetherness 
they shared while fishing and swimming 
and grilling and laughing and giggling 
and hugging and eating and praying.
 Yes, I agree with my dear departed 
family member. The legacy of love rises 
far above brick and steel and money. 
Hugging a brick doesn’t leave you with a 
forever-warm feeling like love does.
 Take it from Jesus in Matthew 22. 
“Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” Jesus 
replied: “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second 
is like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”

Out like a lamb
The March wind roars like a lion in the sky, 
And makes us shiver as he passes by. 

When winds are soft, and the days are warm and clear, 
Just like a gentle lamb, then spring is here.

mailto:michellehynson@gmail.com
mailto:michellehynson@gmail.com
mailto:mumckidstuff@gmail.com
mailto:mumckidstuff@gmail.com
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

“Fair Trade” Sundays -- every second Sunday at MUMC
 MUMC now serves only “fair trade” coffee. This coffee costs a bit more. To help meet this 
cost, the second Sunday of each month is now designated “Fair Trade” Sunday. On these Sundays, 
during fellowship time after morning worship, you will see some information on the coffee that is 
being served plus an empty coffee can for you to donate a bit of change toward our coffee budget.
 Why are we serving only “fair trade” coffee? An estimated 25 million people make 
their living growing coffee. Five companies control 50% of the international coffee market; they 
determine the price paid to farmers. In many of the coffee-growing regions of the world, farmers 
are paid less than their production costs. The long-term result is that these families cut back on 
spending for food, medicine, and education. OR they leave their farms, move to overcrowded 
cities where they hope to get one of few scarce jobs. OR they begin to grow “illegal” crops in the 
midst of their coffee. “Fair trade” guidelines set a minimum price to be paid to the farmer as well 
as ensure safe working conditions, ban child labor, and allow farmers to have a say in the 
functioning of farming cooperatives. The system also eliminates some of the costly middlemen.
 In the Bible, Malachi says the Lord will testify against those who defraud laborers of their 
wages (Malachi 3:5). James says the workers who have been exploited and cheated cry out and 
their groans are a roar is God’s ears. (James 5:4-5). Serving Fair Trade coffee is the right and just 
thing to do -- especially in our church where we give much attention to taking care of the needy.

 Also serve Fair Trade in your homes.  The “Fair Trade” shop is open at MUMC every 
Sunday. Items for sale include coffees, teas, and chocolates. Check out the shop in the narthex -- 
and buy fair traded items for your personal use.

	 For more information about Fair Trade:
• www.transfairusa.org
• www.equalexchange.com
• www.fairtradefederation.org
• Everyday Justice, by Julie Clawson -- this book was used during last summer’s adult VBS led 

by Pastor Tim. It became the impetus for MUMC to decide to serve only Fair Trade coffee.

http://www.transfairusa.org
http://www.transfairusa.org
http://www.equalexchange.com
http://www.equalexchange.com
http://www.fairtradefederation.org
http://www.fairtradefederation.org

