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Spire

★ Be uplifted by worshipping and having
brunch with our missionary - June 22

June 2014

★ Be uplifted when we celebrate the MUMC
choirs on June 8
★ Be uplifted when you donate — school
supplies, pants, old shoes, funds for VBS
★ Be uplifted by reading the faith statements
of MUMC’s recent confirmands
★ Be uplifted by early morning prayer and
breakfast at Women’s and Men’s Prayer
Breakfasts (once a month)
★ Be uplifted when you get up and move at
tai chi
★ AND be uplifted by lending a
hand at VBS:
• Be an adult leader or
helper (several roles need
to be filled)
• Be on the teen Youth Crew
• Offer extra assistance
with the preschoolers

Open us to your loving Spirit,
dear God, so we’ll know with
certainty that we have been
spiritually uplifted.

Pastor Tim’s Message
As summer approaches and we finally have some warm weather, it is a great time to get
out and go walking. My kids love to go for walks. While my focus is on walking with them to
stay healthy, they could care less about that. They are walking to get to their favorite
playground. So, while I am very focused on how many steps I am taking, my posture, and my
heart rate, my kids are just strolling along enjoying the sights and sounds along the way. I
have come to realize that while we are walking on the same road, we really are taking two
different walks at times.
During the season of Lent, I did a sermon series called, “Walking with Jesus” where we
followed Jesus on his journey from Galilee to Jerusalem through his final week to the cross,
his tomb, and beyond into the resurrection. As part of that series, I encouraged us to put it into
practice by picking up a walking journal to walk the 90 miles or 180,000 step to Jerusalem
along with Jesus. The journal had room to record how many steps you took in a week by
walking or by having each minute of prayer equal 100 steps. I was very excited that 43 people
picked up journals to record their journey. So, how did you do? Did you make it to Jerusalem?
Did you record more steps walking or praying? I wonder if it felt like you were taking two
different walks at times.
There is certainly nothing wrong with getting moving and counting our steps. All of us
could stand to be more active or keep active so we can talk care of our bodies which are gifts
from God. However, we are on another more important walk. A walk with God to slow down
and appreciate the sights and sounds of the life that God has blessed us with. A walk to be in
regular prayer and have conversation with our creator. A walk to have our eyes open to see
where there is a need and our hearts open ready to respond.
The other day I came across this short story which spoke to me about how we are to walk
and journey through life.
“There are two days in the week upon which and about which I never
worry – two carefree days kept sacredly free from fear, anxiety, and
apprehension.
One of these days is yesterday. Yesterday, with its cares and frets and
all its pains and aches, all its faults, its mistakes and blunders, has passed
forever beyond my recall. It was mine; Now it is God’s.
And the other day that I do not worry about is tomorrow. Tomorrow
with all its possible adversities, its burdens, its perils, its large promises
and poor performance, its failures and mistakes, is as far beyond my
mastery as its dead sister, yesterday.
There is left for myself, then, but one day a week – today. Any person
can fight the battles of today. Any one can carry the burdens of just one
day. And we can resist the temptations of today. It isn’t the experiences of
today that concern us, it is the remorse of what happened yesterday and the
fear of what tomorrow might bring.
These are God’s days; leave them to God!”
As we continue on our journey in faith and life, let’s take time to keep our focus on
growing healthy physically and spiritually, one day, one moment, and one prayer at a time.
Let’s take time to slow down to realize that we are never alone on the path of life; for Jesus
walks with us and talks with us and tell us all we are his own.

!

In God’s Love
Pastor Tim

Annual Conference meets in Middleton
Please keep the 1,000 clergy and lay delegates in prayer as
they gather for Annual Conference in Middleton, WI, June 20-23,
including Pastor Tim and Doug Zwissler who are going to
represent MUMC. This year’s agenda includes passing the Annual
Conference’s 2015 budget, election of delegates to the 2016
General Conference in Seattle, WA, and resolutions to open new
churches as well as close some churches in our conferences. There
is also a resolution to reorganize circuit ministry and a resolution to
reduce the number of districts from eight to five and increase the
number of district superintendent from four to five.
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June is busting out all over at MUMC!!!
Add these June 2014 dates to your calendar.

Gordon Graner, Missionary, coming to MUMC

Peace with Justice Sunday — June 15
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The United Methodist General
Board of Church & Society (GBCS) awarded grants totaling
$49,315 earlier this year to 14 Peace with Justice ministries
around the world. The grants are awarded in conjunction with
the denomination’s Peace with Justice Sunday, which
witnesses to God's demand for a faithful, just, disarmed and
secure world.
Peace with Justice
Sunday, June 15, this year,
is one of the six United
Methodist Special
Sundays with offering.
Established by the 1988
General Conference, the
denomination’s highest
policy-making body,
Peace with Justice Sunday
supports programs that
advocate peace and justice
at home and around the
world.
Half of the Special
Sunday offering is retained
in annual conferences to fund local peace with justice
programs. Half is remitted to the General Board of Church &
Society to help fund U.S. and global work in social action,
public-policy education and advocacy.
Grant awards were determined by GBCS’s Board of
Directors during its spring meeting.
Recipients comprise 12 projects in the U.S., one in a Central
Conference overseas, and one mandated by the 2012 General
Conference, the denomination’s highest policy-setting body.
Grants went to programs that address diverse issues, including
immigration, economic empowerment, nutrition, peace, racial
justice, death penalty and leadership development.

Sunday, June 22
At worship service — 9:30 AM
And for brunch after worship

!

Please join Gordon for brunch,
catered by the Prime Minister,
after the service!

Our missionary Gordon Grainer is
coming to visit MUMC on Sunday
morning June 22. The Outreach
committee will be hosting a brunch
right after the service so that we can all
hear about Gordon's missionary
experiences in Bolivia and the
Dominican Republic. MUMC has
sponsored Gordon for over 15 years.
Two MUMC volunteer in mission
trips were made to Bolivia when he
was assigned to Thiu Rancho. Don't
miss this great opportunity to hear his
message.
If you plan to attend please
RSVP to Betty Draughon at
edraughon@wi.rr.com or
262-242-9570 or sign up on the
outreach bulletin board.

RSVP for
Brunch
with
Gordon
Graner

!!

Choir Appreciation Sunday
— June 8

On June 8, we will have Choir
Appreciation Sunday! All of our
choirs will sing in Worship for this
special Sunday, so you won’t want to
miss it! There will be a Love Offering
that day to help continue to support our
music ministry!

!

!!

Choirs

VBS is coming …
and YOUR help is needed!
• Adult leaders and helpers — for Bible
stories, games, and crafts
• Helpers to watch over preschool children
• Teens for the Youth Crew

Music in worship
June 8 – All Choirs
June 15 – The Widders
June 22 – Penny Laferriere
June 29 – Graycie Gardner
July 6 – Brett Hanisko
July 13 – The Shulers

VBS is coming …
Sign up with Peg NOW!!!!

!

Our music team so appreciates
all the gifts of our congregation:
our loyal singers and our supporters.
Thank you all!

See details — next two pages

!3

Everything VBS

(and Critter Camp)!!!

✦ HELP — we need leaders, helpers, and someone especially
for pre-schoolers. We need ADULTS AND TEENS. (Look in
the mirror. The person you see can help at VBS!!!)
✦ Sign up kids to attend VBS and Critter Camp — time is
getting close but you can still register your kids, your kids’
friends, your neighbors’ kids, and your grandchildren,
nieces, and nephews
✦ Adults: sign up for “The Gospel According to the Earth”
Bible study which meets every afternoon during VBS
✦ Things and funds: VBS and Critter Camp need some items
and some funds to purchase supplies (see details in articles
here)
✦ Donate old athletic shoes for “Nike Grind” project
✦ EVERYONE COME TO CHUCKWAGON DINNER on
Wednesday, June 25

A very special request
for VBS help!
Lots of new children …
many little ones …
please help!

Our new MUMC website design
must really be working because we
have an unprecedented amount of
community children coming to our
VBS. Almost all of them found us
online. This joyful development
carries with it a unique challenge –
most of them are in preschool (three
and four years
old). We have
two
preschool
groups
attending
VBS under
the umbrella of
our Sonlight center, but these
additional “outside” children need to
be cared for separately. That means
we need additional, patient, loving
adult preschool supervisors. Our VBS
takes place from 9:00 AM – Noon,
June 23-27. This is a wonderful
opportunity to open our hearts and
our church to the community. Please
consider taking on this vital role this
June. See Peg for further details – and
to sign up!

Horsing around with
VBS Cow-horts and
Critter Camp Co-horts
Sponsor a part
of our summer programs!
Help us cover our SonWest and
Critter Camp Costs! You can help us
with this community outreach effort
by sponsoring a small part. A
collection of mustached orbs and
woodland critters has been taped to
the sanctuary windows. On each one
is an item or items that you can
donate funds to provide. Or you can
just donate any amount you’d like to
the 2014 VBS/Critter Camp fund. We
realize that not everyone has the time
in their schedule to take a week off
and come to help, but we
are hoping that
everyone will want to
help us reach children
at VBS, or connect
with God’s Creation
at Critter Camp. So
pick a sun, star or
woodland critter this week and help
us make this summer’s programs the
best ever church experiences for all
the children we can serve!

!
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All-church
Chuckwagon Dinner
Wednesday, June 25
at 5:30 PM

!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!!
!
Everyone welcome!

Everyone come!
A few good cooks are
needed!

Join us as we celebrate VBS and
Critter Camp following our field trip
on Wednesday afternoon. We hope to
have a Western extravaganza but are
still looking for a few good cooks! If
you can help out with this wonderful
VBS/Critter Camp tradition, please
let Peg know.

SONWEST ROUND-UP
VBS — starts in just a
few weeks at MUMC!

!
!
!
!

June 23-27
9:00 AM - Noon

It’s not too late to sign up but
we need your registrations TODAY!

Forms are available online through
the church website or in the narthex.
It promises to be a rip-roaring good
time so please plan to join us! Each
day the children will enjoy footstompin’ music, games, crafts, time
on our trails and more. We will also
offer our music program for parents
with their infants and toddlers each
morning at about 9:30 AM.
We need a few more hands
around the farm, so please let Peg

know if you can help out. Here’s
what we have so far, and what we
still need help with:

!

Rip-Roaring Round-up:
Gayle Meyer & Graycie Gardner
Music: Schuyler Gardner
Rodeo Ring Games:
Needs Leaders and Helpers!
Saddle-Up Bible Stories: Ardis
Burke – she needs helpers!
Bible Discovery Barn (a preschool
activity center):
Needs Leaders and Helpers!
Miss Sheryl’s Snack Parlor:
Audra O’Brien, Shirl Campbell
& Nancy Gruner
Animal Farm: Ginger & Herb Ayres
Trading Post Crafts:
Needs Leaders and Helpers!
Happy Trails (outdoor exploration):
Needs a supervisor!
Staff Room: Needs snack providers!

!

We also need youth crew
leaders – so far we have Cole

Stephany signed up to lead, but 36
members in his crew is a little more
than even Cole can handle!
Please sign up today so we are
ready for this exciting week in our
ministry to children. We already have
several families from outside the
church signed up to attend, so this is
a great way to welcome new people
to our church! Please let Peg know if
you can help.

Critter Camp 2014
June 23-27
Noon-3:30 PM
(until 5:00 PM on Wednesday)
Critter Camp begins in just a few
short weeks, so get your hiking shoes
on and hike with us into the great
outdoors! This wonderful program
for elementary-aged students
explores the wonders of God’s
Creation and is led by MUMC’s very
own naturalist, Linda Mordy.
Educator Schuyler Gardner will once
again be leading our youngest crew.
We need your registrations now
to get the t-shirts and materials we
need, so please sign up today.
Helpers are needed, especially
with our youngest campers and on
our Wednesday field trip to the
Riveredge Nature Center in
Newburg.
The camp starts with lunch each
day, followed by outdoor adventures
that include hikes, service activities
and crafts. Each camper
will receive a t-shirt,
camp bag and
notebook, as well as all
of the craft materials.
Adults are invited to
participate in the lunch,
and then the Bible
Study taking place at
the same time as the camp.
We still need a few recycled or
new supplies for our camp crafts –
clean empty Pringles cans with lids,
juice cans with lids, and canning flat
lids (either new or clean used ones).
Please plan to join us! Sign up
today!

2014 Critter Camp

Project-with-a-purpose
Nike Reuse-A-Shoe
Turn your old athletic shoes into
places to play. We will be collecting
used and worn out athletic shoes
during Critter Camp to donate to
Nike’s recycling program. The
collected shoes are part of a “closed
loop” project that keeps products out
of landfills. Nike uses them to make
“Nike Grind,” which is used all over
the world to create play surfaces for
kids, from playgrounds to running
tracks and horse trails. You can drop
off your old athletic shoes any time
in the box in the narthex. Thanks for
your help!
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Adult Bible Study –
“The Gospel According
to the Earth”
June 23 - June 27
with a one day field trip to
Riveredge Nature Center
Lunch at Noon,
study at 1:00 p.m.
From Genesis to Revelation, the
Bible is filled with instructions on
how we can demonstrate our love for
one another and God by how we care
for the world around us. It is clear
that every day our decisions make a
difference for our
well-being as well
as for people
across the world.
As people of God
our faith should
play a part in all
our choices even
the simple ones we
make every day
like what we eat or
drink, how we work
and rest, and the importance of
community.
Pastor Tim invites you to come
to this Bible study, which will run
alongside our Critter Camp for our
kids, from June 23 to 27 as we use
the book, The Gospel According to
the Earth to raise our awareness and
connect the scriptures to God’s call to
care for all of creation. We will begin
our time together with lunch at Noon
and then move into our discussion
and activities. Following the Bible
study you are invited to explore the
church grounds for meditation,
prayer, or fellowship.
On one of our days we will go
on the road as we join the children
from Critter Camp for a field trip to
Riveredge Nature Center in
Newburg, WI to participate in some
nature studies. Following our return
to MUMC, you are invited to stay for
a cookout and evening sing-along.
If you would like to be a part of
this study let Pastor Tim know so he
can get you a book.

Tai chi continues on
Mondays and Fridays

Donate School Supplies
for Advocates

Jacquie is back! She leads tai chi
on Mondays and Fridays at 11:00 AM
in Fellowship Hall at MUMC. Each
session lasts about 50 minutes. The
first 30-35
minutes are
spent doing a
series of
exercises that
work on every
joint in the body
and improve
balance, along
with practicing
deep breathing. The end of the session
is an easy-to-follow tai chi routine.
Research suggests that tai chi can
help minimize chronic pain, lower
blood pressure, and sharpen
concentration. In addition, a short
Breath Prayer is said during deep
breathing that helps each person
become more aware of the Holy
Spirit.
Please feel free to join the tai chi
group at any time. If you have
questions, call Jacquie Yedinak at
262-416-8888.

The Reflections Book Group is
collecting school supplies for
Advocates. We are accepting
donations of any school supply items
for pre-K through
high school
grades. Items
may be placed in
the collection box
located in the coat
area of the
Narthex through
July 31st. Look
for the box
labeled “School
Supplies for
Advocates.”
(Note: Advocates of Ozaukee
works to end domestic and sexual
violence through education,
prevention, and intervention services.
The organization works with
individuals and families through
programs and services including a
shelter.)

!!
!

Adult Spiritual Formation
Opportunities
Lunch Bunch

The Lunch Bunch will be taking a break for the summer and will return in
September. Come join us then for our new studies and our delicious lunch.

!

Women's Prayer Breakfast –
Wednesday, July 2nd
Women of all ages are invited to gather at
7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, July 2nd for a simple
breakfast, Bible study, and prayer. We conclude
our time together with open Communion. Our
breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the perfect
way to start your day and begin the month.

!

Men's Prayer Breakfast –
Thursday, July 3rd

Men of all ages are invited to gather at
7:00 a.m. on Thursday, July 3rd for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and prayer.
We conclude our time together with open Communion. Our breakfast lasts only
an hour, so it is the perfect way to start your day and begin the month.
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Pants for Panama

We are collecting pants for boys
and girls from toddler to teen size.
The pants will be sent to an
organization called “Pants for
Panama.” In the country of Panama
the children very often don’t have
enough clothes to wear due to
extreme poverty. The “Pants for
Panama” organization is committed to
see that all kids of Panama have at
least a pair of pants to wear.
There is an open suitcase in
MUMC’s narthex where pants are
being collected. This will be done
through the end of July.

**Save the Date**
Hunger Task Force
food sort
Saturday, July 12
9:00 AM to 12:00 noon
This food sort will be at the
Hunger Task Force warehouse,
201 S Hawley Ct, Milwaukee, WI.
There will be a sign-up sheet on the
Mission Outreach bulletin board and
on the Mission Outreach page on the
MUMC website. Everyone over the
age of 12 is welcome. Activities
include standing and sorting food
donations, moving pallets, running
for boxes, and lifting full boxes. It is
the same day as Gathering on the
Green, but we will be finished in
time for our volunteers to go to the
park in the afternoon. If anyone has
questions, contact Marilyn Zwissler
at 414-351-1763.

Outdoor Summer Worship
Services —
beginning in July

The Saturday outdoor summer
worship services will be returning in
July and run through September. They
will held once a month on July 26,
August 30, and September 27 at 6:00
p.m. These services will be held
around the fire ring behind the church
and they will be very casual and
prayerful through the music, readings,
and devotions that we do together.
Also, after we are done you can stick
around to roast hot dogs, make a
Smore, or enjoy the fellowship around
the fire. Come as you are and worship
with us.

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Online donations to MUMC
now available!!!

Donating has just gotten easier.
You can now donate to MUMC
online. Just go to
www.mequonumc.org and click on
DONATE in the menu. Simply click
on the DONATE button and follow
the instructions. You can donate via
PayPal or a
credit card.
If you want
to use a
credit card,
click on
CONTINUE
by the credit
card icons.
All
donations
will be
applied to the MUMC General Fund
at this time.
Note, that all donations via credit
card are subject to a processing fee of
approximately 3%. To avoid this fee,
you may always donate via check.
If you have any questions, please
contact Marcia Schwager, Web Site
Administrator, at
mkschwager@sbcglobal.net or
242-2993.

Reflections schedules
summer dinner out
Save the date for our annual
Reflections Summer Dinner Out:
Thursday, July 17th !
More details to follow.

Summer
schedule
and
deadlines for
“the Spire”
July issue:
as scheduled, articles due June 25; will
be mailed July 2
August issue:
taking a vacation; no Spire this month
September issue:
**EARLY** — articles due August 20,
will be mailed August 27

Installment Two:
The Baby Grand Saga

As was reported in the last Spire,
and experienced each Sunday service
since, the gift of a baby grand piano
from Karen Guice and her husband
Dr. Keith Oldham
has been a
blessing to
MUMC.
MUMC has
received funding
to cover the initial
costs of placing the baby grand piano
into service, thanks to Marcia and Jeff
Schwager, Harry Wallace, Linda and
Ed Mordy, Connie Pukaite, Elna
Hickson, Rick and Michelle Hynson,
and the participants of the Vocal
Recital on May 17 (for a second
tuning).
The Music Ministry welcomes
additional contributions as there will
be some ongoing expenses associated
with the piano which will not be
covered by the annual operating
budget. Anyone wishing to donate
should make out their check to
“MUMC” and designate in the memo
line “Sanctuary Choir Fund.”

Flavors of the month!

A variety of Fair Trade products are available for
purchase at MUMC, through a table set up in the
narthex or in the Children’s Ministries Office. These
products not only taste wonderful, but purchasing
them helps sustain small farmers all over the world.
There are 5 varieties of coffee, 8 varieties of tea, and
8 choices of chocolates bars. Coffee and tea is
available in regular and decaf options.
Here are some suggestions to try for this month:
Organic Ethiopian Coﬀee
Full City Roast
This naturally processed coffee is incredibly complex with blueberry,
chocolate and fresh ginger flavor highlighted by a thick and expansive
mouthfeel.
Aroma: chocolate, gingersnap, berry
Flavor: spicy, blueberry, ginger, chocolate
Mouthfeel: thick & expansive
Organic Green Tea
A satisfying, delicate green tea with a social conscience. 20 Tea Bags
Aroma: nori, apple, steamed rice
Flavor: lemongrass, honey, nori, round bodied and sweet
with bright astringency
Organic Dark Chocolate Bar with Coconut (60% Cacao)
Get lost in this tropical-inspired chocolate bar. Rich dark chocolate melts
away to reveal sweet, refreshing flakes of coconut. Vegan, soy- and
gluten-free.
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2014 Confirmation Class Faith Statements

!!

From Pastor Tim:
On Sunday, May 18 we had a wonderful and spirit filled confirmation service. I am so
proud of the faithfulness and dedication of the six youth who journeyed with me this past
year. These youth attended class together, participated in leading worship services, and
helped out with various mission activities. It was a busy year of focusing on what it means to
be a disciple of Jesus Christ in word and deed. So, here are the Faith Statements that each
confirmand read in church.

Tyler Bair
I believe in Jesus Christ and God. Faith means so much to me, and I think that the church and our community are here to
keep us in line! Through confirmation and worship services, I have discovered how to be an obedient disciple of Jesus Christ,
and put people before myself. I know that God has faith in my fellow confirmands; He will never stop loving us,
unconditionally. I believe that Jesus died for me, everyone, and all of our sins. This year has been a great one; through the
church and the community, I have stayed on the right path and am looking forward to ending this year strong. To me, faith
means having a great outlook on things, believing and trusting in God, and always keeping my head up to live a freedom filled
life of happiness.

!

Mary Holmes

I moved to California two years ago and for a really long period of time, I felt as if I were lost. I kept to myself and didn’t
interact with anyone. My world was my house and the fields around it. I had asked God frequently, “Why did you do this to
me? Why did you choose to send my family to the little town of Gazelle, population 50? Why me?” I have to admit; I got mad
at God and shut him out for a while. I was furious that I couldn’t spend time with my friends. I was irritated that I couldn’t be a
“normal” child. I was enraged that I was alone. But, after a while, I decided to open myself up to God, everyone had always
talked about how He has a plan for you, for me, for everyone. So, I waited, not thinking anything would happen. I waited a day.
That day turned into a week and that week turned into month. I convinced myself that God probably had better things to do, or,
maybe His plan was flawed. After more time passed, I believe God took his second major step of the plan he had prepared for
me. I think the first step would have been the period of time where he made me wait. My mom suggested that I start doing
gymnastics at a tiny gym, two times a week. I was reluctant to go but something was pushing me to go, it was a force nudging
me to say that “I’d love to”. The force had been what made me pack my gym bag, get into the car, and go into the gym. Soon
after, we found a church that my whole family enjoyed. I was being reintegrated back into the community, and every step of the
way, this invisible force seemed to tell me what I should do. I said earlier that I believed God’s first step for me was waiting. I
didn’t understand why until He continued with the process. I would have taken everything else for granted if He hadn’t had me
wait. I wouldn’t be thankful for all He does. I wouldn’t be satisfied with what I have. I believe that God has a plan for us, I
believe that God has our back, and I believe God is there, through every twist and turn life has, guiding us to the right path.

Ben Huﬀman
I’ll have to admit that as I was pondering about what I wanted to say for my faith statement, I found it to be quite
challenging. I can’t say that I haven’t debated with myself whether God, Jesus Christ, or even Christianity is true. I guess that
had to do with me not fully understanding what faith actually is in definition, and as well as to me.
The definition of faith in terms of religion is, “The strong belief in God or in the doctrines of religion, based on spiritual
apprehension rather than proof.” I thought to myself, well I can’t say that I have a strong belief because this is the concept I had
been debating in my head. I had my doubts in the Lord, so how could I relate to having a strong belief? When looking at terms
that Faith is directly associated with: trust, optimism, hope, and confidence, I discovered a different perspective on how I
viewed religion. I came to the realization that I have a connection with all of these words.
I realized that without faith, I essentially serve no purpose in this world. There would be no point and no meaning to my
life. I am confident that there is a purpose for everything and everyone. By believing in faith and talking to God, I feel as if I’m
talking to someone without being judged, without having to worry. God is someone who will always be there for me, through
thick and thin, no matter where I’m headed. Through this thought, he gives me hope, belief, and optimism. With this in mind, I
can’t bring myself to consider that God isn’t real, because he takes place in my everyday life. He receives my prayers, and
answers them. He reassures me when I don’t think situations could possibly get any better.
After my confirmation experiences, I have be reassured yet again that I do believe in Jesus Christ. I do believe in God. I
believe that we receive faith from God, which pushes us to strive for a better community and a better life for all.
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Ellie Huﬀman

Before joining the church this year I had not been very involved in my faith. I knew the basics of creation, how Jesus died
on the cross, and the barebones of how God worked. Throughout my journey in confirmation this year though, we've dug
deeper, and I have discovered more of the stories in the bible, why Jesus died on the cross, and how much God loves us. I
wholeheartedly believe that God loves us, and I have found this year I have relied on him during stressful weeks to remain
determined and motivated. I also firmly believe that God is forgiving, which he proves by giving his only son to die for us.
One of my most important experiences throughout this journey has been through time spent at the meal site of St. Vincent
DePaul. The first time I served there, we served around 400 people, which was seen as a small crowd compared to the amount
of people that usually came there to eat. The numbers blew me away, and I couldn’t believe how optimistic some of the
people still were, despite their situation. The meal site allowed me to recognize the Holy Spirit and God’s will in others, and
how important community is. Confirmation was not only valuable in helping me become closer to the God, but I also received
the opportunity to learn about other religions and people, and their relationship with the Father. I believe that God is in our
everyday lives, and is always looking after us.

Sam Laferriere

I believe in the Father.
I have faith in the good that he creates, and do my best to follow in his footsteps and to find ways to spread his grace and love.
I thank God for the beauty of the rolling hills, waves and wind he has bestowed upon this earth.
I believe in the Son.
I smell the ashes and taste the bread and wine that remind us of his death for our sins.
I have hope for peace and forgiveness made possible through his teaching and his sacrifice.
I believe in the Holy Spirit.
I hear many languages yet understand one message -- that good deeds speak more clearly than words.
His Spirit inspires me to serve others through acts of charity, whether great or small.

!

Hailey Stephany

Faith is a hard to fathom concept. All of my life I thought that faith was when someone devoted their time to praying and
loving God. Now, through confirmation I have learned that faith is more than that. Faith is accepting and trusting the path
that God has for you, looking to him for help, letting him take the weight off of your shoulders, stopping and thanking him for
all of the wonderful things in your life and trying to do what his only Son would have done. But I have also seen that there is
another side to faith; a personal and one of a kind faith that each individual has, even if they are not religious. For me that
faith is being open minded, loving, and most of all, knowing that nothing can be so bad that God can’t get me through.

Please read and respond …

An important message
from the Finance Team
Happy Spring! It’s finally here!
The temperatures are up. The flowers are up. Church attendance is up.
The only thing that isn’t up is the Church revenue. It is down.
Our goal as a Church is to support all of our ministries and staff, and to support
the larger Methodist community through apportionments. That goal can’t be
realized without the support of the church family.
If your pledges are behind, catch up. If you are able, pay a couple months of
pledges in advance. If you traditionally pay at year end, consider paying half of
your pledge now. We need the cash flow now to meet expenses.
If you don’t pledge, consider making an extra gift. Or prayerfully consider
increasing the amount of your weekly gifts.
Our budget is constructed on your pledges and expected gifts. The budget allows
for all of our ministries, and part of our apportionment. At this point we are
$20,000 behind the budgeted revenues.
We need your help!
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Is Your Family Ready For An Emergency?
(from the MUMC Parish Nurse Team)
June is National Safety Month and by planning ahead
you can be prepared for emergencies such as flood, fire, flu
pandemic, terrorist attack or severe weather. The National
Weather Service and Wisconsin Emergency Management
urge every family to develop a family disaster plan and put
together an emergency kit.
Where will your family be when disaster strikes? They
could be anywhere — at work, at school, or in the car. How
will you find each other? Will you know if your children are
safe? Disaster may force you to evacuate your neighborhood
or confine you to your home. What would you do if basic
services like water, gas, electricity, or telephone were cut off?
Put together a family disaster plan that answers those
questions and practice it.

It’s a good idea to involve whoever is going to use the
kit, including children, in assembling it. Create kits to use at
home, office and/or in a vehicle.
Once you have gathered your supplies, pack the items in
easy to carry containers, clearly label the containers and store
them where they are easily accessible. Make sure to check
expiration dates on food, water and batteries throughout the
year.

!

Additional tips:
• Learn your community’s warning signals. What do they
sound like and what should you do when you hear them?
• Determine the best escape routes from your home. Find
two ways out of each room.
• Find safe spots in your home for each type of disaster.
During a tornado, you would want to seek shelter in a
lower level room without windows.

!

A disaster/emergency supplies kit should include:
A three day supply of water and food that won’t spoil.
One gallon of water per person per day. Choose foods
like canned fruit, energy bars, peanut butter and
crackers.
One change of clothing per person.
One blanket or sleeping bag per person.
A first aid kit, including prescription medicines.
A battery powered NOAA Weather Radio.
Emergency tools, including a portable radio,
flashlight and plenty of extra batteries.
An extra set of car keys, a credit card and extra cash.
Special items for infant, elderly or disabled family
members.
Don’t forget about your pets and their food and
medicine.
Copies of personal documents (proof of address,
deed/lease to home, passports, birth certificates and
insurance policies).
Cell phone and chargers.
Personal care items.
Medical records.

!

Is Your Family Ready For An Emergency?
• Show each family member how and when to turn off the
water, gas, and electricity at the main switches.
• Teach each family member how to use the fire
extinguisher and show them where it’s kept.
• Practice your plan by quizzing your children periodically
and conduct fire and other emergency drills.
• Check if you have adequate insurance coverage to cover
possible flooding or structural damage to your home or
property.
• Install smoke detectors on each level of your home,
especially near bedrooms. Test and recharge your fire
extinguishers and smoke detectors according to
manufacturer’s instructions.
• Install at least one battery powered or battery back up
carbon monoxide alarm in your home, preferably near
bedrooms. Test the battery at least twice a year.
• Identify an out of town contact who family members can
call to let them know they are safe.
• Teach children how and when to call 911 for help.

!

Sources:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
State of Wisconsin/Division of Emergency Management
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Thanks, thanks, and more thanks!
Welcome Baby!
Congratulations to
grandparents Ken and
Patty Theirl. Their new
granddaughter Vivian
Rose Theirl was born on
April 21 to parents Craig
and Cassie Theirl.
Vivian has lots of brown
hair and everyone is
doing fine! Craig,
Cassie, and Baby Vivian
live in New York City.

Thank you so much to the following people who provided coffee and
refreshments following worship the past month: Dick and Sue Johannes, Ruth
and Stan Janusiewicz, Lauren Schreiner, Dick and Judy Vogel. A
big thank you to Judy Holmes who provided the beautiful and delicious cakes
honoring the confirmands on May 18.
Also thank you to Jeff and Mavis Luther, Pappy and Betty Draughon,
Tom and Carrie Ellis, and Chuck and Jackie Yednak for serving as Greeters.
Your hospitality makes a difference for MUMC members and visitors!

!

Mealsite is busy

MUMC served at the mealsite twice in May. On May 22, the mealsite was
attended by 265 guests. On May 29, 320 came. Many thanks to everyone who
donated desserts and fruit. Special thanks to everyone who went to serve the
meal including the youth and parents who served on the 29th.
Next mealsite dates: twice in July — 24th and 31st.
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Sonlight Scoop
June 2014
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Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a
ministry of Mequon United Methodist Church, is open to children from
infant through 5 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.
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Sonlight Center had a
wonderful Easter celebration in
April, complete with our annual
Easter Parade, room parties, Easter
egg hunts, and even a visit from the
Easter Bunny!
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You are invited!!
Sonlight’s next celebration will be their
Independence Day Parade and Party, and you
are invited! Come at 10:30 on July 3 for the
parade around the front circle, and stay for treats
on the Sonlight playground after the parade!
Cheers!
Kathy and Sue

The test of courage comes when we are in the minority.
The test of tolerance comes when we are in the majority.
—Ralph W. Sockman
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------------------------------------

Church Staff
Pastor: Tim O’Brien
<pastor.mumc@gmail.com>
Office Manager: Shari Berson
Ministers of Music:
Rick & Michelle Hynson
<michellehynson@gmail.com>
Organist: Elna Hickson
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Peg Randall Gardner
<mumckidstuff@gmail.com>
Youth Director: Ben Gruettner
<bigritty@wi.rr.com>
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler
Sonlight CDC Directors:
Sue Lyon and Kathy Nelson
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager
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MUMC office fax: 262-242-9539
MUMC office email:
<office@mequonumc.org>
Office hours:
Mon. - Thurs.: 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - noon
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Sunday schedule:
9:30 AM: Worship Service
First Sunday - Family Sunday
(no Sunday School)
9:45 AM: Sunday School
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

!

Everyone is welcome!

Mequon United Methodist Church!
11011 North Oriole Lane, 20W!
Mequon, WI 53092!
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sign up to come ..
or to be a helper!

Dad is incredible

A life-filled prayer

Author Jim Wallis tells how his young son
ends telephone conversations with him.
“Daddy,” the boy says, “I
love you, I like you and
you’re incredible.”
What makes an
“incredible” father? It isn’t
as difficult as it might
seem. Children, of course,
aren’t awed by the size of
your paycheck, office or
retirement account. Instead, it’s the simple,
everyday gestures that make you a No. 1 dad.
In Stories for the Family’s Heart, Steve
Stephens offers some sure-fire ways to be
incredible in your kids’ eyes:
• Play tic-tac-toe and hide-and-seek.
• Be consistent.
• Buy ice cream cones.
• Don’t discipline in anger.
• Count stars together.
• Pray with (and for) your children.
• Hug and say “I love you” often.

A high school senior in Washington, D.C.,
offered this graduation prayer, which applies to
people of all ages:
“Dear God, grant us one thing before we
leave the sheltered reassurance of our
childhood. Show us life. Not an
empty, shallow world of shallow
people and shallow dreams, but
real life. For we have known
the bliss of childhood as well as
the passion of adolescence.
“We want to make the world
a better place, but we don’t
know how. We want to throw
our arms around our brothers
and our sisters, but our hands
cannot reach. We want to break
the cycle of violence and the bonds of injustice
in our society, but we’re not strong.
“Smile on us when we drink from the waters
of truth. When we are old, reassure us that our
struggle helped make the world a kinder, gentler
and more peaceful place. And please, God,
don’t let us die without ever having lived.”
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