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Here’s what is coming up
“around the corner” at MUMC
✤ Collecting donations for “Malaria No More”
to end malaria in Africa
✤ Marsh Meadow workday -- August 17
✤ Summer “bag painting” party -- August 25
✤ Saturday evening outdoor worship -August 24
✤ Mealsite -- always in need of servers, desserts,
and fresh fruit -- August 29
✤ Tai chi -- every Monday and Friday, 11:00 AM
✤ Rally Day -- September 8:
• Seeds of Faith Sunday School begins
• Rally Day Roast after
worship -- food and
fellowship under the big
tent. Everyone come!!!
• Yo-Ho Heroes begins -Sunday evening
programming for
preschool through middle
school; includes dinner

Love is to the heart what the summer is
to the farmer’s year -- it brings to harvest
all the loveliest flowers of the soul.

Pastor Tim’s Message
Audra and I just received another invitation to a wedding this summer. It
seems that the summer is filled with invitations. Invitations to graduations, to
weddings, to family reunions, or just to neighborhood barbecues.
It is a really great feeling to be invited somewhere. To hear those three
words, “you are invited” affirms our connection and importance to others. It
says to us that another person finds our company and presence important in
their lives. No one likes to feel excluded. We human beings are social
creatures. We thrive in community and whither in isolation.
Yet, community is something that is harder and harder to keep. In our
busy and fragmented world we quickly move from one thing to another such
as family, work, school activities, friends, errands, extended family and on and
on. In many ways we can feel stretched thin, disconnected in our relationships,
or isolated, even in a crowd.
Into this situation comes an invitation. An invitation to find rest, "Come
unto me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." An
invitation to ease our anxiety, “Do not worry about tomorrow; it will have
enough worries of its own.” An invitation from our God who loves us so much
he took on our flesh to be in a relationship with us and invite, not force or
coerce, us to be in a relationship with each other through the church, the body
of Christ.
Through this relationship we find a connection to something larger than
ourselves. We find a common thread to pull together all the many parts of our
lives as we find purpose, belonging, and most importantly, as a community, we
find that we can be a transforming force on the world around us.
In other words, “you’re invited.” You are invited to gather as the church to
live out your passions and find your connection with God who cares deeply
about your life. You are invited to be the church for the world. To use your
God given gifts, talent, and blessings to reach out to the disconnected and
lonely, maybe a shut-in, someone in the hospital, the neighbor who you know
is stressed out, and make God’s love real for them through a visit, a phone call,
or even a prayerful note in a card.
So, let us all realize that we are invited to be a community that excludes
no one. A community that continues, in our own way, to reach out in faith,
connect people to Christ, and transform this world by simply saying in the
name of love, “you’re invited”.
In God’s Love,
Pastor Tim

Outdoor Summer
Worship Services
August 24
September 28

Youth Mission Trip Service
August 25

You are invited to come to our
Saturday outdoor summer worship
services. Our next one will be on August
24 and the last one is on September 28 -both at 6:00 p.m. These services will be
held around the fire ring behind the
church and they will be very casual and
prayerful through the music, readings, and
devotions that we do together. Also, after
we are done you can stick around to roast
hot dogs, make a Smore, or enjoy the
fellowship around the fire. Come as you
are and worship with us.

See the pictures.
Hear the stories and
testimonials.
In July, the MUMC Youth
Mission Trip was to Belle, West
Virginia. Come to MUMC worship
service on August 25 to celebrate this
youth project.
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Marsh Meadow Workday
Saturday, August 17
9:00 a.m. - Noon

Malaria No More
is determined
to end malaria
deaths in Africa
by 2015.
YOU can help
us get there...

There are a few teasles towering above
the Marsh Meadow that need to be dug.
Also, the small willow trees along the north
edge of the parking lot need to be removed,
trails need to be cleared, and wood chips
need to be spread along part of the trails.
Bring shovels, wheel barrows, rakes,
loppers, work gloves, and bug spray!!!
Linda Mordy will provide water and
snacks!!!! Call her at 262-242-8091 if you
have any questions.

WHAT IS MALARIA?
Malaria is caused by a parasite, transmitted from person to person by a
mosquito that bites at night. The parasite enters the bloodstream and
causes fever, headaches and other flu-like symptoms. If left untreated,
the infection can lead to a coma or even death.
HOW WE ARE FIGHTING MALARIA
With simple tools like mosquito nets, effective medicines and safe
indoor spraying, many African countries have reduced malaria deaths
by more than 50%. By sleeping under a mosquito net, children are
protected from the nighttime bite of a malarial mosquito. New,
inexpensive medications can treat malaria. And scientists are working
hard to find a vaccine for the disease.

Summer Painting Party & Picnic
Sunday, August 25
Right after Church
We are taking the Thanksgiving Bag
Painting Project to the great outdoors so we
can be messy without
worrying about it.
We’ll use tempera
paint so we can wash
up any spills with
water. Bring your
bathing suit. We will
change after church
and then paint in our
bathing suits so we
can run through the
sprinkler to clean
ourselves up.
We will also
create our own mini
muffin pizzas for
lunch, and frost-paint cookies for dessert.
Don’t miss out on this messy fun.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED
Providing African families with reliable, proven malaria intervention
tools, like a $10 mosquito net, is the easiest and most effective way to
protect them from the mosquitoes that transmit malaria. Donate at
MUMC in August.
ABOUT MALARIA NO MORE
Malaria No More is determined to end malaria deaths in Africa by 2015
– and we're helping the world get it done. Malaria No More leverages
high-impact communications to engage the world, global advocacy to
rally leadership and strategic investments to accelerate progress. Visit
www.MalariaNoMore.org.
MALARIA FACTS
• Every 45 seconds, a child dies of malaria; that’s more than 1,800
kids every day
• Malaria is a preventable and treatable disease
• Every year, 781,000 people die of malaria
• 85% of malaria deaths occur in children under 5
• Almost 2,000 people die in Africa every day from malaria
• Malaria costs Africa at least $12 billion every year
• In some African countries, 40% of health resources are used to treat
malaria
• Malaria is caused by the female anopheles mosquito, who bites
between 10:00 PM and 4:00 AM

Frosted
cookies
too!
Yum!!

Support
Malaria No More
at MUMC in August.
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Next mealsite - August 29

Sleeping Well
September 11, 2013
7:00-8:00 PM

On July 25 we served 520 guests.
Nearly half of the guests were children. This number of
guests is double the number who come in the winter months.
Frosting on cupcakes and tasty brownies brought smiles! The
fresh fruit was gratefully received and disappeared quickly.
Thank you to everyone who served and who donated desserts
and fresh fruit.

Are you interested in learning about general sleep
wellness? Do you know the signs of a sleep problem and how
lack of sleep affects your
health? Join Dr. Alexander
Villareal, Sleep Medicine
Physician, from The Sleep
Wellness Institute for a
discussion on these topics as
well as learning possible
solutions to improve sleep.
The program will take
place on Wednesday,
September 11, 7:00-8:00 PM.
There is no charge to attend; bring your family and friends to
this event. Refreshments will be served. This program is
sponsored by the Parish Nurse Ministry Team.

Next date: August 29.
Watch for the sign up sheet for servers, desserts, and fresh
fruit. Desserts can be brownies, bar cookies, cupcakes, cakes,
etc. Fruit should be hold-in-the-hand like bananas, oranges,
apples, pears, peaches, etc.

Reflections Book Group
• Changes meeting date to second Thursday
• Announces September book

Tai Chi …
for health and relaxation

Beginning in September, the Reflections Book Group will
move its meeting date to the second Thursday evening of each
month. Our discussion book for September 12th will be Gone
Girl, by Gillian Flynn. Here are excerpts from the amazon.com
review:

**NEW** days and time
for Tai Chi
----Monday and Friday
at 11:00 a.m.

On the day of their fifth wedding anniversary, Nick's
wife Amy disappears. There are signs of struggle in the
house and Nick quickly becomes
the prime suspect. It doesn't help
that Nick hasn't been completely
honest with the police and, as
Amy's case drags out for weeks,
more and more vilifying
evidence appears against him.
Nick, however, maintains his
innocence. Told from alternating
points of view between Nick and
Amy, Gillian Flynn creates an
untrustworthy world that
changes chapter-to-chapter. As
revelation after revelation
unfolds, it becomes clear that the truth does not exist in the
middle of Nick and Amy's points of view; in fact, the truth
is far more dark, more twisted, and more creepy than you
can imagine.

We have all heard about the advantages of relaxation
exercises such as yoga and tai chi. Research suggests that these
activities minimize chronic pain, lower blood pressure, and
sharpen concentration. Our Lord has told us to “pray without
ceasing.” A Tai Chi class is being offered at our church that
will offer an opportunity to achieve both goals.
Tai Chi classes are being
held on Mondays and Fridays at
11:00 a.m. In addition to the
above benefits, we will work at
exercising every joint in the
body, work to improve balance
and will learn to do deep
breathing. While doing our deep
breathing, we will do a Breath
Prayer. Breath Prayers are
short, silent prayers that help
you become more aware of the
Holy Spirit.
Don’t be frightened or intimated by the thought of exercise
or “Tai Chi.” It is easy to learn and so good for you. Many of
the exercises can be done from a chair. If you have questions,
call Jacquie Yedinak, 262-416-8888.

If you’ve thought about joining our reading group, fall is a
great time to jump in. We meet monthly during the school year
for fellowship and book discussion. Consider joining us on
Thursday, September 12th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.
Contact Barb Henneck at 238-0707 or
bhenneck@wi.rr.com for more information about the group.
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Rally Day Festivities
Sunday, September 8 at MUMC
Sunday morning sprouts
new programs for children this fall
--- Beginning September 8 ---

Rally Day Roast
September 8
Right after Church
Celebrate the MUMC
Marsh Meadow and
the start of another
Sunday School year!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Pig Roast
Roast Turkey
Fellowship in the Big Tent
Walks in the Marsh Meadow
Catered by Smokin’ Joe’s BBQ
Costs underwritten by Ed &
Linda Mordy
No fee to attend.
A Tax-deductible contribution
to the church’s Marsh Meadow
Fund may be made if you’d
like.
Casual dress is encouraged.
Bring a friend!

The Rally Day Roast is meant
to thank all of the church members
and friends for their support
(contributions and work days) of the
Marsh Meadow. This church asset
is used regularly by the Children’s
Ministry Program, the Sonlight
Ministry and the public. The Rally
Day Roast also celebrates the
beginning of another year of
exciting programs and activities for
the church.
RSVP’s are needed
by August 25
so we can order
the right quantity of food
and beverages.
See Ed Mordy to sign up.

See you there!

Our children’s spiritual formation programming this fall starts on the morning of
September 8, with Bibles for our third graders, and our new Seeds of Faith Sunday
School. We will be rotating each week between hands-on activity stations that include
outdoor explorations, cooking, crafts, science, Bible stories, movies and games. This is
an active program for children in preschool through middle
school, with opportunities each week for every learning
style. Our focus will be on Bible basics and involving the
children more fully in the life of the church. For example,
as part of our cooking station, the children will be preparing
desserts for our mealsite and our crafts will include
Christmas gifts for our SERRV sale. We will also be
reinstating the MUMC Kids’ Corps, involving our children
as acolytes and assistant ushers, and operators for our
UMCOR Coffee “Booth.” Our nursery program will include a Bible story as well.
If you would like to help make any of our programs possible as a Faith Mentor/
Teacher or as an assistant, please see Peg. We are in the process of assembling our
teams. Kids, invite your friends. Each Sunday morning promises to hold exciting
surprises, and more friends means more fun!

Coming this fall to MUMC!

YO-HO HEROES: The Pirates who don’t do anything
--- Begins September 8 --Children in preschool through middle
school are invited to join us each Sunday night
for a rollicking voyage upon the high seas with
Veggie Tales’ “The Pirates Who Don’t Do
Anything.” Based on a VBS format, this
program explores how heroes discover God’s
love. Each evening will contain breathtaking
Bible stories, lively worship and music,
action-packed games, science experiments and
nautical crafts.
The fun starts Sunday night, September 8,
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM and continues each week through October 6. Dinner is included.
On October 13, the whole church is invited to join us for a “three hour tour”
aboard our Dinghy Diners as we watch the Pirate movie while we enjoy dinner
together.
The Sonlight Preschoolers will also enjoy a version of our program each
Wednesday morning, and will be invited to our closing movie.
Want to help our ship take sail? We need actors to produce
a video that will run each week as part of our program. High school
youth would be PERFECT for this! We can put it together at your
convenience before school starts. No youth in your house? Adults
would work as well! We also need helpers for crafts, games and
Bible stories on either Sunday nights or Wednesday mornings. Please
let Peg know if you can help in any way. And, most of all, we need
cooks for our galley! If you would be willing to provide a meal for
about 30 people on September 8. 15, 22 or 29, or October 6, or help
with our movie meal on October 13, please let Audra know.
It will be high-sailing fun for all! So climb aboard!
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Confirmation Class

Adult Spiritual Formation Opportunities

It is time once again to begin planning for our 2013-2014
confirmation class. This year we will be trying something new
by joining the other churches in our circuit to do field trips,
retreats, and maybe even our classes
together. In the United Methodist church we
baptize infants with the parents, sponsors,
and church taking vows to watch over and
raise the child in the Christian faith. When
that child grows up there comes a time
when they have to speak for themselves and
make a public decision that they will be a
faithful disciple of Christ. This time is
called confirmation. During confirmation
class youth are encouraged to explore and
grow in their faith.
Confirmation classes will begin in September and run
through May with a confirmation service being held in late
May. If you have a youth in eighth grade or above who has not
been confirmed please speak with Pastor Tim by phone
(242-4770), e-mail (pastor@mequonumc.org) or in person.

Lunch Bunch
The Lunch Bunch will be returning soon in September
with our Bible study and our delicious lunch. Watch for more
information about our new study.

Women's Prayer Breakfast –
Wednesday, August 7

Women of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on
Wednesday, August 7 for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and
prayer. We conclude our time together with open
Communion. Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the
perfect way to start your day and begin the month.

Men's Prayer Breakfast –
Thursday, August 1

Men of all ages are invited to gather at 7:00 a.m. on
Thursday, August 1 for a simple breakfast, Bible study, and
prayer. We conclude our time together with open
Communion. Our breakfast lasts only an hour, so it is the
perfect way to start your day and begin the month.

Music notes

Thanks to all of the following who have provided music
for our Sunday morning and Saturday evening worship
services so far this summer:

Liturgists needed!!!

We have a great group of liturgists in our church.
However, we would welcome having more people become
liturgists. The liturgist’s
responsibilities during Sunday
morning worship include reading
the call to worship, leading the
opening prayer, inviting the
congregation to share the Peace
of Christ, and reading the new
testament. Liturgists who help on
any first Sunday also participate
in serving communion. Time
commitment is infrequent -usually once every 3 or 4 months.
This is an easy and
rewarding way to serve MUMC on Sunday mornings. If you
are interested, call Marilyn Cullinan at 262-242-1876 or Pastor
Tim at 262-242-4770.

Sam Schwager and Michael Foulkes
Brett Hanisko
The Widder 3-generation trio
Schuyler and Graycie Gardner
Ellen, Philip, and Ethan Shuler
Jennifer D’Alessio
Marcia Schwager
Penny Laferriere & Dale Parkinson

Upcoming music for worship

August 4 – Quattro Horns
August 11 – Cameron Smith
August 18 – Penny Laferriere
August 25 – Mission Trip participants
Sept. 1 – Shuler Family
Sept. 8 – Marcia Schwager

URGENT!

Save these dates!

Please sign
up to bring
flowers for
the altar.
The flower
sign-up
chart has
many open
dates in the
up-coming
weeks.

Sponsored by MUMC Parish Nurse Team
Flu Clinic
October 6 -- after worship
“The Joys and Challenges of Aging”
Wednesday, November 6
More details to follow.
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New MUMC brochures

We have beautiful new church
brochures with information on all the
church group activities.They are
available on the table in the narthex,
in the church office, and some of the
pew holders have them. Thanks to all
the church leaders who provided the
information and spent their time and
energy to get these brochures
produced.
Take a brochure to share with a
friend or neighbor.

Active links to websites

Some articles in “the Spire” include email addresses or
websites for additional information. These are active links in the
online copy of each issue which is on the MUMC website. For
example, this month’s Parish Nurse article has a link to a useful
tool to determine which immunizations you should get.
You will know when an issue of “the Spire” is on the
church website by one of two methods: (1) go to the MUMC
website after you receive your
mailed paper copy of “the
Spire” or (2) subscribe to
receive a monthly email notice
that tells you when each issue
has been put on the MUMC
website. Usually each issue is
available online before the
mailed copy gets to your
mailbox. If you would like to
receive this monthly notice,
please give your email address
to the Spire editor, Ginger Ayres, at hayres@wi.rr.com or
262-242-7703.
Reminder: the church website is www.mequonumc.org.

Pick up a
new MUMC
brochure -share it with
a friend or
neighbor.

Thanks for Sunday morning help!

We appreciate our hosts who make the coffee and bring the
refreshments for our social time after church. This last month
those who served were Tom and Carrie Ellis, Lisa Gorski and
Kay Schroeder, Nan Rilling and Marcia Clark, and Bruce and
Karen Stern. Thanks also to our greeters. In this beautiful
summer weather greeters can stand outside the front door and
be door openers also.

Welcome baby!

Fran and Susan Yorio joyfully
announce the birth of a grandson,
Thomas Mitchell Clark! Proud parents
are Stephanie and Ben Clark, Fran and
Susan's daughter and son-law. Thomas
arrived on June 16th. He weighed 8
pounds, 4.5 ounces and was 21 inches
long. Stephanie, Ben and Thomas live in
Des Moines, Iowa.

With sympathy

The MUMC congregation extends
our prayers to Sheryl Reed and her
family as they grieve the loss of her
mother, Jean.

Another graduate!

Baptisms

❖ Mallory Dillon Beck, born July 9,
2012, daughter of Eric and Andrea
Beck.
❖ Sisters Brinya Roshun Baker, born
July 27, 2008, and Jordyn Leigh
Baker, born February 9, 2012.
Brinya and Jordan are daughters of
John and Bridgett Baker

Dear MUMC Congregation:

The July issue of “the Spire” had a
list of graduates. We apologize to
Ramone Mingo for missing him from
the list. Ramone is the son of Maggie
Morse. He graduated
from Wisconsin
Lutheran High
School and will be
attending MATC’s
engineering
program.

Thank you so much for your
thoughts and prayers, calls, cards
and visits when I was in for surgery
and recovery and Ken for respite
care. It meant a lot to both of us
and it was very appreciated.
Patty and Ken Theirl
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August – National Immunization Month
Information from MUMC Parish Nurse Ministry Team
Immunizations are not just for kids. Regardless of age, we all need immunizations
to keep us healthy. With time, immunity from childhood vaccines can wear off and you
may be at risk for new and different diseases. In the U.S., vaccination efforts have
decreased deaths due to childhood vaccine-preventable diseases to less than 500 per
year. In contrast, during an average year, nearly 50,000 adults die from diseases that
are preventable through vaccination. More specifically, here are examples of common
disease and statistics that support making sure you are protected.
• Of all age groups, adults age 60 years and older are at the highest risk of tetanus
and tetanus related death.
• Approximately 36,000 of adult dies from influenza, over 6,000 from invasive
pneumococcal disease, and 5000 from hepatitis B.
• Influenza and pneumonia are the 8th leading cause of death for all age groups
and constitute the 7th leading cause of death in persons 65 years of age and older
in the United States.
• Adults ages 18-46 years have the lowest vaccination rates of all age groups and
the highest risk of exposure to communicable diseases.
• During most influenza seasons, 10% to 20% of the nations population is
infected with influenza with an annual estimated cost of approximately $10
billion. During severe epidemics, estimated cost may be as high as $12 billion.
The specific immunizations you need as an adult are determined
by factors such as your age, lifestyle, health conditions, locations of
travel and previous immunizations. Throughout your adult life, you
need immunizations to get and maintain protection against:
• Seasonal influenza – for all adults
• Tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis (whooping cough) – for all
adults who have not previously received the Tdap vaccine
• Shingle – for adults 60 years and older
• Pneumococcal disease – for adults 65 years and older and
adults with specific health conditions

Parish
Nurse

“MUMC Parish Nurse
Ministry promotes
wellness, healing and
wholeness of body, mind
and spirit within our
church family through
health assessment,
counseling and
education.”
[Parish Nurse
Mission Statement]

• Hepatitis B infection – for adults who have diabetes or are at risk for hepatitis B
Other vaccinations you may need include those that protect against human
papillomavirus (which can cause certain cancers), hepatitis A, meningococcal disease,
chicken pox (varicella), and measles, mumps and rubella.
Ask your doctor which vaccines are recommended for you or take the adult and
adolescent vaccine quiz located at: http://www2.cdc.gov/nip/adultimmsched/
Vaccine schedules for all ages can be found at: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
schedules/index.html or contact one of the parish nurses for more information.

“Healthy” spirituality
While studying elderly people and their immune systems, Duke
University scientists discovered that senior adults who attend worship
regularly have healthier immune systems than those who don’t attend
regularly.
And at the University of California, Los Angeles, a study showed
that college students who participate in religious activities have better
emotional and mental health than those with no religious involvement.
A high degree of spirituality correlated with high self-esteem.
Participating in worship and other church activities appears to
boost not only your spiritual health but also your physical and mental
health. Make a commitment to stay involved — even in the busy
summer months.
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Mind your manners
During the H1N1 flu epidemic, a mother took her 4year-old daughter to get a shot. When the child saw the
needle, she was frightened and began to protest loudly.
Finally, the mother had a firm talk with her
daughter. “Calm down!” she commanded. “You have to
have the shot. It’s very important for your health. So
settle down and be polite.” Then the mother nodded to
the nurse to proceed.
The nurse sweetly asked, “Are you ready now for
your shot?”
The child’s answer was certainly truthful — and
polite. “No, thank you,” she said.

Sonlight Scoop
August 2013
Sonlight Child Development Center, established by and operated as a ministry of Mequon United
Methodist Church, is open to children from infant through 5 years old, including K2, K3, and K4 programs.

The celebration of RED, WHITE and BLUE DAY turned out to be an inside
parade and party, but everyone still had a wonderful time celebrating our
nation’s birthday! Even Pastor Tim’s family showed up for the fun!

Because of the heat, the children have had early swim time, then indoor activities for the rest of the day.
We all are looking forward to some cooler days so outdoor play can resume! Summer has been a quieter time
for Sonlight Center, but several new children have just arrived – and soon the missing children, who took a
summer break, will return for the school year. Sonlight can’t wait for the return of the kids!
August heat is on!
Kathy and Sue
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Seven Ways of Giving

Outreach Recycling/Collection Center
The following items are being collected and
donated for use through the groups mentioned below. In
some cases your “trash” could become someone else’s
“treasure.” Please place your items in the marked
drawers in the collection center drawers inside the
church’s front entrance. Thank you for your support!
Used Eye Glasses – Donated to the Lion’s Club
Used Cell Phones – Kathy’s House
Used Ink Cartridges – Kathy’s House
Hotel Samples i.e. Shampoo, etc. – Various
Recipients
• Campbell’s “Labels for Education”– Northcott
Neighborhood House
For a list of participating products or more
information go to:
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/Earn-Points/
Participating-Products
• “Box Tops for Education” – TBD
For a list of participating products or more
information go to:
www.boxtops4education.com/earn/clip/Brands.aspx
*A printed list, of participating products for both of
these programs, is located in the designated drawer.
•
•
•
•

First – The Careless Way:
To give something to every cause that is presented, without inquiring
into its merits.
Second – The Impulsive Way:
To give from impulse – as much and as often as love and piety and
sensibility prompt.
Third – The Lazy Way:
To make a special offer to earn money for benevolent objects by fairs,
festivals, etc.
Fourth – The Self-denying Way:
To save the cost of luxuries and apply them to purposes of religion
and charity. This may lead to asceticism [severity] and selfcomplacence [self-righteousness].
Fifth – The Systematic Way:
To lay aside as an offering to God a definite portion of our gains –
one-tenth, one-fifth, one-third, or one-half. This is adapted to all,
whether rich or poor, and gifts would be largely increased if it were
generally practiced.
(1 Cor. 16:2)
Sixth – The Equal Way:
To give God and the needy just as much as we spend on ourselves,
balancing all our personal expenditures by our gifts.
Seventh – The Heroic Way:
To limit our own expenditures to a certain sum and give away all the
rest of our income. This was John Wesley’s way.
-by Dr. A. T. Pierson from Gems of Thought on Tithing,
Published 1911 By George W. Brown,
a Presbyterian layman

Sounds fishy

Thoughts and smiles!

Seen on a church signboard in northern Minnesota
one summer: Sure, you can worship God with a fishing
pole in your hand, but when was the last time a
walleye told you, “Your sins are forgiven???”

The bear’s overcoat

A Sunday school teacher asked her class why a bear
could not take off its warm overcoat in the summer.
Silence. And then a boy said, “Maybe only God knows
where the zipper is.”

Quiet space

“Rest is not idleness,” said John Lubbock, “and to lie
sometimes on the grass on a summer day listening to the
murmur of water or watching the clouds float across the
sky is hardly a waste of time.”
Most of us need more, not less,
rest built into our daily routine.
Only when we are quiet can we hear
God’s whisper.
Summer is a great time to find a
peaceful, outdoor spot to read, rest
and pray — even if only for a few
minutes. God is eagerly waiting for
us to make space for him.
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How God comes
Each morning, when the eastern sky
With opalescent tints grows bright,
From out the dawn for those who hear
There comes a whisper, 'I am light!'

---------Deadline for copy: the 25th
of the month prior to publication.
Editor reserves the right to
edit for content and space.

When spring
arrives in
bright array,
Transcending
storms and
winter strife,
The budding trees
and opening
flowers
Tell their sweet story: 'I am life!'

------------------------------------

Then through the glorious summer days,
Long hours of bliss without alloy,
The sun, the birds, all nature joins
The great, glad chorus: 'I am joy!'
And when the heart is strangely stirred
With mystic echoes from above,
A voice divine speaks to the soul Ecstatic moment! - 'I am love!'
Or if life's problems vex us sore
And from our woes we seek release,
God sends His dews of quietness
And gently whispers, 'I am peace!'
And should there come the darker hours,
The shadowy vale can hold no fear;
That reassuring voice speaks forth,
'Courage, my children, I am here!'
-St. Andrew's Episcopal Church,
Saratoga, California
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Church Staff
Pastor: Tim O’Brien
<pastor.mumc@gmail.com>
Office Manager: Shari Berson
Ministers of Music:
Rick & Michelle Hynson
<michellehynson@gmail.com>
Organist: Elna Hickson
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Peg Randall Gardner
<mumckidstuff@gmail.com>
Youth Director: Ben Gruettner
<bigritty@wi.rr.com>
Youth Choirs Director: Ellen Shuler
Sonlight CDC Directors:
Sue Lyon and Kathy Nelson
Webmaster: Marcia Schwager
MUMC office fax: 262-242-9539
MUMC office email:
<office@mequonumc.org>
Office hours:
Mon. - Fri.: 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Summer Sunday schedule:
9:30 AM: Worship Service
10:30 AM: Fellowship for all

Everyone is welcome!
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A family prayer

Lord, behold our family here assembled.
We thank you for this place in which we dwell
for the love that unites us,
for the peace accorded us this day,
for the hope with which we expect the morrow,
for the work, the health, the food, and bright skies
that make our lives delightful
for our friends in all parts of the earth. Amen

—Robert Louis Stevenson

The joy of coloring

In his book Dangerous Wonder, the late youth-ministry pioneer Mike
Yaconelli debunks the idea that Christianity is “all about coloring within
the lines and coloring well.” He writes: “God’s grace is so outside the
lines of our understanding that we can only stand in awe and wonder.
Christianity is not about learning how to live within the lines; Christianity
is about the joy of coloring. The grace of God is preposterous enough to
accept as beautiful a coloring that anyone else would reject as ugly.
“The grace of God sees beyond the scribbling to the heart of the
scribbler — a scribbler who is similar to two thieves who hung on crosses
on either side of Jesus. One of the two asked Jesus to please accept his
scribbled and sloppy life into the kingdom of God … and he did.
Preposterous. And very good news for the rest of us scribblers.”
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