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DECEMBER WORSHIP
Invite your family and friends to
come join us to finish the year of
2019 strong as we pray and
worship together in Christ!
Dec. 1 - First Sunday of Advent
Dec. 8 - Second Sunday of
Advent; Children's Christmas
Program
Dec. 15 - Third Sunday of Advent;
Baptism
Dec. 22 - Fourth Sunday of
Advent; Christmas Cantata
Dec. 24 - Candlelight Services at
4 pm (Family Service) and 9 pm
(Traditional Service)
Dec. 29 - First Sunday after
Christmas; Everyone will be
given a card of God's promises
about His presence, provision,
and goodness
WORSHIP MUSIC
Dec. 1 - Ellen Shuler
Dec. 8 - Children's Christmas
Program
Dec. 15 - Homestead High School
Holiday Choir
Dec. 22 - Sanctuary Choir
Christmas Cantata
Dec. 24, 4 pm - Family Christmas
Music; 9 pm - Sanctuary Choir

Children's Christmas
Program December 8
“A Little Look at Christmas”
Our little ones will be singing and
sharing the joy of the good news on
Sunday, December 8 in worship.
T he Dress Rehearsal for our program
will take place on Saturday, December 7
starting at 9:30 am and ending at 11:30
am. Families are invited to help with the
Hanging of the Greens – decorating the
church for Christmas – which starts at 9
am that morning. Snacks will be
available.
Helpers would be welcome at the Dress
Rehearsal.

Dec. 29 - Graycie Gardner
OTHER CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
Dec. 7 - Hanging of the Greens
Dec. 8 - Pre-confirmation classes
begin
Dec. 8 - Charge Conference at
Community UMC in Cedarburg
Dec. 12 - Reflections Book Group
Christmas Party
Dec. 15 - Christmas Giving Tree
ends
Jan. 5 - New Member Classes
begin
Jan. 25 - Mission Outreach Dinner
and Auction
JAN. 5 - FEB. 2 WORSHIP
Sermon Series: It's All About
Relationships
Jan. 5 - How Can I Bless My
Wife/Husband?
Jan. 12 - What Women Wish Men
Knew About Women
Jan. 19 - Human Relations Day
Message
Jan. 26 - What Men Wish Women
Knew About Men
Feb. 2 - How to Build a Strong
Family

Christmas Cantata
Everlasting Light
The Promise of
Christmas
December 22
at 9:30 am
Come and join us at the Mequon
United Methodist Church on Sunday,
Dec. 22 at 9:30 am for our
Christmas Cantata Everlasting
Light.
Light is synonymous with the
Christmas season. It is only light that
can counter darkness. The birth of
one Child brought a light that does
not fade; a light that was desperately
needed in a world of darkness, pain,
and loss; a light that would live on
eternally…an Everlasting Light.
Performed by our Sanctuary Choir,
Everlasting Light was crafted by the
collaborative efforts of Lloyd Larson,
Mary McDonald, Jay Rouse, and
Larry Shackley. It aims to profoundly
present the significance of the light of
Christ come to earth.
“He is the Light, Everlasting Light;
born a Savior, born this night. He is
the One, the Everlasting Son, Child
of heaven, He is the Light!”

From the Pastor
I bet you know this song, “It’s the most wonderful time of the year. With the kids jingle
belling and everyone telling you be of good cheer, it’s the most wonderful time of the
year....” Were you singing the melody in your head as you read the lyrics? I was when I
wrote them. It’s a catchy song and I love it, but I’m not sure what the song says is
entirely true.
It seems like many people are more stressed out during the holiday season than any
other time. One of the biggest challenges of the season is to decide where to have
Christmas dinner. “Is it my parents’ house this year? or Is it at my in-law’s house?”
Things would be more challenging or even heartbreaking if there was a recent
separation, divorce, or death in their family. It also seems like many more people are
struggling to make ends meet during these months than other times.
Friends, this is the most wonderful time of the year, not because things are always
wonderful in this season, but because the most wonderful and amazing thing
happened 2,000 years ago. What happened? The Apostle John answered this
question with these powerful words: “ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. The
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John
1:1 - 3 and 14)
God loved us so much that he made his dwelling among us 2,000 years ago to bring
the light of life to us and in us. That is the most wonderful and amazing thing and that
is why it is the most wonderful time of the year. So let us celebrate the most wonderful
time of the year as we gather together as brothers and sisters in Christ.
Merry Christmas everyone!
Sue Lee

Announcements
The Family Christmas Eve
Service on December 24 begins at
4 pm starting this year. This is an
earlier time than in past years in order
to accommodate our families with
young children.

The Charge Conference will be
held on December 8, 2019 at 6 pm at
Community United Methodist Church,
W68 N563 Evergreen Blvd.,
Cedarburg.
All church members are invited to
attend and participate. We will meet
along with other churches from our
conference. This annual review of our
church life for 2019 will include

Personal Dignity Kits—Given the
timing of our important year end
Outreach projects such as the
Thanksgiving food collection, winter
wear and undergarment collections,
and the Giving Tree, the collection of
items for, and assembly of, Personal
Dignity Kits will be postponed to a later
date in 2020. Stay tuned!

Thank You from the MUMC Mission
Outreach Committee and Family
Sharing of Ozaukee County. As a
congregation, MUMC gathered and
donated 66 full bags of non-perishable
Thanksgiving food items for Family
Sharing of Ozaukee County, helping
them fulfill their mission statement of

distribution of our Charge Conference
Report and conversation of plans for
the upcoming year.

“Helping serve the needs of lowincome, elderly, and disabled residents
of Ozaukee County.”

Pre-confirmation classes are

Your generosity is greatly appreciated
by these Ozaukee County residents!!!
Much gratitude!

scheduled for December 8 and 22,
from 10:45 - 11:15 am in Pastor
Sue's office.

New Member Classes for
prospective members will be offered in
2020 on January 5, January 19, and
February 2 at 11 - 11:45 am in Pastor
Sue's office. The classes will cover:
1) What is the Church and why do I
have to care; 2) What does it mean to
“marry” Jesus through Mequon UMC;
and 3) Mequon UMC Membership
Covenant.
The membership classes are required
in order to join Mequon UMC. If you are
interested in participating in the
classes, please contact Pastor Sue to
let her know.

January 5 - February 2 Sermon
Series: It's All About
Relationships
Jan. 5 - How Can I Bless My
Wife/Husband?
Jan. 12 - What Women Wish Men Knew
About Women
Jan. 19 - Human Relations Day
Message
Jan. 26 - What Men Wish Women Knew
About Men
Feb. 2 - How to Build a Strong Family

The Children's Ministries at MUMC
will not be having a SERRV sale this
December.

Thank you to all those who
volunteered their time and talents to
serve at Family Meal Site on November
27. Your assistance was appreciated!

A Family Promise Thank You to
all who helped out in November. It
takes a village.

Lunch Bunch Bible Study
Lunch Bunch will start a new study, Invitation to John: A Short-Term Disciple Bible Study on
December 10, 2019.
About the study: These life-changing courses are ideal for busy people who are unable to
commit to longer studies. These studies embody the same trusted scholarship as the Disciple
foundational studies and include the same core activities--independent reading, weekly small
groups, and video presentations by scholars. Participants for this Invitation to John bible
study do not have to have an in depth knowledge of the Bible to enjoy and benefit from
participation. Reading just two chapters of John a week, they will discover the life-altering
stories that will invite them to follow Christ as true disciples.
About the author: Robert D. Kysar, Bandy Professor Emeritus of Preaching and New
Testament, Candler School of Theology, is a noted scholar on the Gospel of John. He has
authored numerous articles and books, including a revised edition of John: The Maverick
Gospel; Preaching John; and, most recently, Voyages With John: Charting the Fourth Gospel.

Session titles and scripture:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Come and See (John 1–2)
How Is It Possible? (John 3–4)
Taste for Yourself (John 5–6)
To Believe or Not to Believe (John 7–8)
Are We Blind? (John 9–10)

6. I Couldn’t Believe My Eyes! (John 11–12)
7. Would You Believe It? (John 13–14)
8. What Time Is It? (John 15–16)
9. Look Out! (John 17–18)
10. Believing Without Seeing (John 19–20)
11. Do You See Him? (John 21)

If you want Pastor Sue to order the book for you, please let her know by December 2. The
cost is $15 per book.

Volunteers
Greeters

Liturgists

Dec. 1 - Brent & Marilyn Meyer
Dec. 8 - Nancy Gruner & Kay Schroeder
Dec. 15 - Fran & Susan Yorio
Dec. 22 - Shirley Campbell & Ann Miller
Dec. 24, 4 pm - Huffman Family
Dec. 24, 9 pm - Volunteers Needed
Dec. 29 - Katie Jackson & Lisa Gorski

Dec. 1 - Randy Leroy
Dec. 8 - Connie Pukaite
Dec. 15 - Volunteer Needed
Dec. 22 - Rick Hynson
Dec. 24, 4 pm - Volunteer Needed
Dec. 24, 9 pm - Rick Hynson
Dec. 29 - Volunteer Needed

Coffee Hosts

Flowers

Dec. 1 - Ireene Sullivan & Cindy Gallun
Dec. 8 - Ann Miller & Susan Caldwell
Dec. 15 - Jeff & Marie Widder
Dec. 22 - Jim & Gayle Meyer
Dec. 29 - Tom & Carrie Ellis

Dec. 1 - Ann Miller
Dec. 8 - Malcolm & Nancy Creighton
Dec. 15 - Miller/Penner Families
Dec. 22 - Poinsettias
Dec. 29 - Volunteer Needed

Ushers
Dec. 1 - Connie Pukaite & Volunteer
Needed
Dec. 8 - Rick Gattoni & Volunteer
Needed
Dec. 15 - Ann Miller & Volunteer Needed
Dec. 22 - Susan Caldwell & Volunteer
Needed
Dec. 24, 4 pm - Volunteers Needed
Dec. 24, 9 pm - Volunteers Needed
Dec. 29 - Connie Pukaite & Volunteer
Needed

Monthly Youth Group Yodel
This past month youth gathered to have lunch and build care packages for our youth group
alumni. A grand time was had by all. We also supported our fellow youth at their
Homestead Choir concert this month.
“Kaet and Devin sang beautifully, and for those who were not in attendance, we highly
recommend adding their next concert into your calendars. Rating 10/10." -TIME Magazine
(if they had actually reviewed it!)
In December, the youth group will be helping out with the Children's Christmas Program.
Additionally, we will be baking holiday cookies and selling them for all to enjoy on
December 22 after the Christmas Cantata. Bring your sweet tooth for some delicious
delicacies baked by your favorite youth group! We were asked to help with the Family
Promise Christmas party and, if the group is available, we will be there. We are hoping to
paint the youth room at the end of the holiday season. Thank you to the trustees for
allocating funding to make some much needed improvements to our youth room. Stay
tuned for more updates! Thank you for your continued support. Our email is
mequonumcyouth@gmail.com.
Fun Fact: The national animal of Scotland is a Unicorn.

Mission Outreach Committee News

35th Annual Outreach Dinner and Auction
SAVE THE DATE! Saturday, January 25, 2020
Great Auction Items for Spirited Giving!
Celebrating 35 years with Good Company, Food, Fun, and Music
Saturday, January 25, 2020, will mark the 35th annual Mequon United Methodist Church
Outreach Auction! The event will be held at the Ozaukee Country Club and celebrate 35
years of giving that has provided nearly $300,000 to MUMC ministries: local, regional,
national, and international non-profits to secure food, shelter, clothing, health and
welfare. Share good food, drinks, and musical entertainment with family and friends and
participate in the silent or live auction.
Please consider donating an auction item. Past items have included sporting and cultural
events such as trips to Brewer games or the Skylight Theatre, artwork, jewelry, and culinary
treats. Please contact Rick Gattoni with your contributions and/or ideas.
Mission Outreach welcomes your help setting up, recording auction winners, checking out, or
cleaning up and closing. Please contact Karen Huffman or Ireene Sullivan to volunteer.
Look for an invitation after the holidays. See you there!

Sharing the Gift of Christmas with Those in Need
MUMC Christmas Giving Tree
An Opportunity from the Mission Outreach Committee
This year we are once again supporting the mission work of Pathfinders of Milwaukee. Your
kindness and care for these young individuals will be greatly appreciated! Pathfinders’
mission includes four core initiatives for youth and young adults: Housing and Shelter,
Education, Family Engagement, and Youth Empowerment. Please visit their web page at
http://pathfindersmke.org to more fully understand the vast array of services they provide.
The Giving Tree is up in the Narthex and decorated with gift tags for specific items
representing needs and requests from Pathfinders’ individuals. Each tag has three wish list
items to make your shopping easier.
Instructions:
• Choose one or more gift tags from the Giving Tree.
• Write your name and phone number next to the corresponding tag number you selected on
the sheet provided on the narthex table.
• Each tag will include three wish list items per individual from which you can choose. Fulfill
one, two, or three gift wishes--your choice.
• Purchase item(s) with a total value of approximately $40 per individual. Do not gift wrap any
items. The Mission Outreach Committee and Pathfinders will take care of that detail!
• Using one plastic shopping bag per tag (per individual), place the gift item(s) in a bag, and
firmly secure the gift tag to the outside of the plastic bag.
• Return gift item(s) to MUMC by Sunday, December 15.
• Mark the sheet on the narthex table confirming the return delivery of your gift(s), making our
accounting easier.
• Smile and know you just made someone's Christmas a little bit brighter!
• Your kindness and care for these young individuals is greatly appreciated!
Additionally, gift cards and monetary donations will be gladly accepted. Please make checks
payable to MUMC with Giving Tree in the notation. Look for the envelopes provided on the
narthex table.
Questions? Contact Karen Stern at 262-227-7811 or Susan Yorio at 262-853-3933.

Reflections Book Group

The Reflections Book Group will celebrate Christmas at the home of Susan Caldwell, 1926 W.
Hidden Reserve Ct., on Thursday, December 12. The party begins at 6 pm. Please bring a
wrapped gift, up to $20 value, for our always popular gift exchange. We will also be collecting
donations for Life Navigators and the Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin. Requested
items include laundry detergent, dish soap, body wash, body lotion, loofahs, and $10 Walmart
or Target gift cards.
The group does not have a book discussion in the month of December.
Reflections is a women’s book group that meets monthly for discussion and fellowship. New
women are always welcome. Contact Barb Henneck for more information about the group or
our December party.
Looking ahead . . . our January discussion book will be The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by
Lisa See.

Parish Nurses Team
The Parish Nurses Team will offer blood pressure checks in 2020 on the following dates:
January 5; February 2; March 1; April 5; May 3; June 7; September 13; October 4;
November 1; and December 6. There will be no blood pressure checks in July and August.
On behalf of the Parish Nurse Team, Susan Solverson is offering CPR training, called Friends
and Family, on Saturday, January 18, 2020, at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall. There will be video
and manikin training. This is not a certification course. If you have questions or are interested
in attending, please call or text Susan Solverson at 414-559-4699.
The Parish Nurses Team meeting is November 10, 2020.

Thank You and Welcome!
Thank You, DeWayna!
A heartfelt thank you goes out to DeWayna Cherrington, who has
served MUMC with such dedication for the past three years as our
Office Manager. We wish her well as she moves on to the next
chapter of her life’s journey. DeWayna will still be in and out of the
office over the next few weeks as she trains our new Office
Manager. Be sure to thank DeWayna for her service.

Welcome to our New Office Manager, Carol Bayne!
A big MUMC welcome to our new Office Manager, Carol Bayne.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is excited to introduce Carol
to our congregation.
Carol, a longtime Mequon resident, received her bachelor’s degree in communications from
Siena Heights University and worked in corporate communications for 14 years. After leaving
the corporate world to raise her only daughter, she managed the office and books for her
husband’s company. Having sung with Bel Canto Chorus for 20 years, she is a friend to many
here at MUMC. She has also served on numerous committees in the Mequon-Thiensville
schools over the years, from the Donges Bay Carnival to the Homestead Choral Parents
group. Carol has the unique experience of having served on the architecture committee for
the building of a new church, and being the co-chair of the committee that planned the
ground-breaking and dedication of the new building site. Being a musician, Carol has directed
the choir at two churches, working with the minister to plan the music for services, and
rehearsing/directing the choir for services and other events. On occasion, she has even
joined our own MUMC choirs over the years. Please stop and give a hearty Methodist “hello”
to Carol.

Connectional News

What is a Jurisdictional Conference?
In the United States of America, The United Methodist Church is divided into five areas known
as jurisdictions: Northeastern, Southeastern, North Central, South Central, and Western.
These provide some program and leadership training events to support the annual
conferences. Every four years the jurisdictional conferences meet to elect new bishops and
select members of general boards and agencies. Wisconsin is in the North Central
Jurisdictional (NCJ) Conference. The next NCJ Conference is scheduled for July 15 -18, 2020,
in Fort Wayne, Indiana.

What is the General Conference?
The General Conference, the primary legislative body of The United Methodist Church, is the
only body that speaks officially for the church. It is an international body of nearly 1,000
delegates that generally meets every four years with the exception of special sessions. The
delegates are elected by annual conferences (at annual conference sessions) to attend
General Conference. They represent all annual conferences around the world. Half of the
delegates are laity (non-clergy members), half are clergy. The next General Conference is
scheduled for May 5 - 15, 2020, in Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Statement from North Central Jurisdiction Delegates
General and jurisdictional delegates from the North Central Jurisdiction released a statement,
in the form of a Press Release, acknowledging and apologizing for harm to LGBTQ individuals
in the past and for potential harm that could begin January 1, 2020, when the Traditional Plan
goes into effect. The delegates also called for a moratorium on complaints related to samegender weddings and LGBTQ identity and credentialing, and said they want to elect bishops
in 2020 who will join in these commitments.

Press Release
For Immediate Release
November 9, 2019
Wheeling, IL
General and Jurisdictional delegates from the North Central Jurisdiction (NCJ), meeting in
suburban Chicago, have released the following statement:
Gathering on November 8 and 9, 2019, in a crucial moment in the life of The United
Methodist Church, we, 140 members present and voting from the North Central
Jurisdiction’s Annual Conference delegations and the North Central Jurisdiction’s
Mission Council, through honest, prayerful dialogue, discerned the following:
We as NCJ delegations acknowledge and apologize for the harm that is being done
and the escalation of potential harm that will begin January 1, 2020. We repent of
the ways we have abused our privilege and the ways that it has harmed the
marginalized.
We witness the Holy Spirit moving in our midst. We witness God’s seeking, saving,
healing and liberating grace at work in our communities. We renew our commitment
to follow the Spirit’s leading and joining in God’s gracious work.
We believe that God is not finished with the people called United M ethodist. We
renew our commitment to lead our conferences, congregations, and ministry
settings in “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world” in
just, compassionate, creative, equitable, and innovative ways.
We call NCJ laity, clergy, Annual Conferences, and bishops to covenant to a
moratorium on complaints, charges, and trials related to officiating same gendered
weddings and LGBTQIA+ identity and credentialing.
We call laity, clergy, Annual Conferences, Boards of Ordained M inistry, and bishops
to covenant for greater freedom and diversity for ministry with LGBTQIA+ people.

We will hold accountable and support laity, clergy, Annual Conferences, and
bishops in these commitments and calls.
When we gather for the 2020 NCJ Conference, we desire to elect bishops who will
join us in these commitments and calls.
ADOPTED November 9, 2019
80% support, 18% do not support, 2% abstain
The statement was written during a Pre-General Conference gathering. The 177 delegates,
alternates, and the Mission Council from around the Jurisdiction were guided through small
group discussions and open conversations. While officially non-binding, the statement was
adopted by a vote of: YES: 80% NO: 18% ABSTAIN: 2%
NCJ Mission Council Chairperson, Ryan M. Russell, described the outcome: “As the chair of
the Mission Council, I had some concrete hopes for the gathering. As the body worked
together, the spirit of openness and respect was present even with some disagreement. I am
heartened that we as the United Methodist in the NCJ were able to come to a common place
with the document adopted by this gathering.”
For more information:
Contact Jim Searls
NCJ Mission Council,
Communications Coordinator
jsearls10@gmail.com

Apportionment News
December — Joy To The World
Giving Until It Feels Good
Within each and every heart is an enormous capacity for generosity. We love to give. We love
to make other people feel good. We love the warm feeling inside when we do something kind
or helpful. There is a wonderful power to the act of giving. True generosity can change the
world.
The size of the gift really doesn’t matter. When we live from a center of generosity, we never
ask if we have enough to give. Instead, we give from everything we have. Some people
actually say that giving is selfish — because the more we give, the more satisfaction we
receive. Who doesn’t like feeling good?
Too often, we allow giving to become a duty or obligation. We don’t give because we want to;
we give because we feel we have to. Resentment poisons the wellspring of giving. We
sometimes feel that our gifts aren’t appreciated, or that no matter how much we give, it is
never enough. The church should be a place that counters such toxic thinking. God loves a
cheerful giver.
In the church, we should offer people as many opportunities to give as we possibly can, but
with permission to support those things that matter most to them. If we trust that God is
working in the hearts and minds of all our church family, we won’t worry about not having
enough. In every congregation, we have people who love God, who love the church, who love
one another, and who would love to make the world a better place. Let’s focus on this: making
all this love tangible and available to all.
Each and every United Methodist is invited to support “a portion” of the ministry of the church.
This “a portionment” is a way to include everyone in the miraculous healing grace of God in
the world. Each congregation is assigned “a portion” of the work of the global church. These
“portions” combine to allow us to do some amazing work in the body of Christ.
Let’s work together to be proud of our giving, to be excited by the opportunities and
possibilities that generous giving allows. Individuals may feel small and inadequate when
faced with the enormity of our world’s problems. Small congregations may wonder why they

should bother giving at all. Even our larger churches may think that their giving is a very small
drop in a vast ocean of need. But we are more than a collection of individuals and solo
congregations. We are more than a hodge-podge of conferences and boards and agencies
and caucuses and ministries. We are The United Methodist Church. We are Christian
disciples and members of the body of Christ. Every gift we give makes a difference. Every
contribution we make undergoes the miraculous blessing of God, multiplied, sanctified, and
synergized. Together we are more than the sum of our parts, because the Holy Spirit is at
work with us to make each “a-portion-ment” an outward and visible sign of the inward and
spiritual grace we have received from God. Indeed, we rejoice, because God is using us to
bring Joy to the World. Thanks be to God for this glorious opportunity.
Isaiah 9:2 - 7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its
joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all
the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for
us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Questions for Reflection and Discussion
1. How can we share joy in our world? What is within our power to change that makes joy
more likely or possible for others?
2. How might we lighten the burden of the oppressed? How might we shine the light of Christ
into the dark places in our world?
3. How might we redefine and reframe apportionments as “gifts, blessings and opportunities”
instead of “obligations, expenses, or burdens”?
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