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CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS
June 1 – the Upper Room weekly
devotional begins
June 6 – Children's Ministry flies
kites at Virmond Park
June 13 – graduates celebrated
during worship service
June 19 – Children's Ministry
visits goats at Rotary Park
June 20 – dads honored during
worship service
July 3 – Youth Ministry mission
trip begins
July 11 – walking program begins
July 23 – Summer Youth Retreat
begins
Aug. 2 – Vacation Bible School
begins

WORSHIP SERMON SPOTLIGHT

Retirement Event
Set for Michelle and
Rick Hynson
Join us for a celebration of the
music ministry of Michelle and Rick
Hynson on Sunday, June 27
following worship service at the
Mequon United Methodist Church.

After a combined service of nearly
65 years to MUMC, Michelle and
Rick are retiring. The Hynsons will
be honored for their many years of
service to MUMC with food, drink,
fellowship, reminiscing, stories,
and, of course, music!

The celebration will be held at
MUMC, outside under cover. Lunch,
beverages, and cake will be served
family-style (not buffet). MUMC will
provide the main dish. If you would
like to contribute a side dish or
salad, please contact

https:
http://www.mequonumc.org/calendar.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/5e9c4e6b701/03aee005-7d43-4b2d-8d9b-82f0d52eb3a1.pdf


June 6 – Acts 4:1-12, Salvation is
Found in No One Else
June 13 – Acts 4:23-31, Pray for
Boldness
June 20 – Mark 9:14-29, Help me
Overcome my Unbelief!
June 27 – Celebration of Music
Ministry

WORSHIP MUSIC
June 6 – Elna Hickson will
provide more special music!
June 13 – Lori Ludwig and Elna
Hickson will provide flute and
piano duets.
June 20 – For Father’s Day, it is
fitting that the music is provided
by Jeff Widder, son Andrew, and
son-in-law Kevin!
June 27 – Special Music will be
reruns of all of our choirs, to
celebrate Michelle and Rick
Hynson's retirement.

Shelley Burns by email or phone
her at 414-712-4512.

Reservation deadline is June 18.
Place your reservation form in the
collection plate, bring it to the
church office, or mail it to the
church.

It is always bittersweet when
beloved members of our church
staff retire. We want them to enjoy
their newly found time, but we will
miss the talent they shared with us
for so many years. What a talented
musical couple Michelle and Rick
are. They sing, conduct, compose,
and play the piano, all at a very
high level. We wish them a very
happy retirement and look forward
to seeing them in church.

Thank you, Michelle and Rick, for
your service and dedication to
Mequon United Methodist Church.

From the Pastor
It seems like that we live in a time when everyone’s goal is to be perpetually
healthy and constantly happy. Even though we all know that it is not a true picture
of life on this planet, somehow, there is a sense of embarrassment when a trouble
or suffering interrupts our lives. And we try to hush it up and lock it in a closet in
trying to showcase a wrinkle free life to others.

But Job’s anguish in the Bible is the human’s epigraph: “Man is born to trouble as
the sparks fly upward.” (Job 5:7 NIV). And psalmists of the Book of Psalms were
honest about this human condition. They didn’t hide their troubles that were beyond
their control, but cried for help to God. They prayed to the Lord because they knew
that they could always put their hope in God, even when the bottom fell out of their
lives, because of who God was, is, and will be. Psalms 130 is a great example:

1-2 Help, GOD—I’ve hit rock bottom!
Master, hear my cry for help!
Listen hard! Open your ears!
Listen to my cries for mercy.

5-6 I pray to GOD—my life a prayer—
and wait for what he’ll say and do.
My life’s on the line before God, my Lord,
waiting and watching till morning,
waiting and watching till morning. (Psalm 130:1-2, 5-6 MSG)

Friends, if we want to experience the reality of God’s presence, power, and
provision in our lives, you and I need to pray to God for there is no other way. As
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we pray to the Lord, our lives will be on the line before God, then we are able to
wait for the Lord “more than watchmen wait for the morning.” We can wait for what
God will say and do about what we’ve requested in our prayers with the conviction
that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.(Romans 8:28)

The monthly men’s and women’s prayer meetings are places where you are invited
to pray with fellow Jesus’ followers who put their hope in Him. Men’s prayer
meeting: 1st Thursday of each month at 7 am (this month, June 3, in the church
parlor). Women’s prayer meeting: 1st Saturday of each month at 8 am (this month,
June 5, in the church parlor).

Let’s put our lives on the line before God by prayer, and experience God’s power,
provision, and presence together.

In Christ,
Sue Lee

Celebrating Our Graduates . . .
Graduation, whether it’s from college, high school, middle school, or kindergarten is
a rite of passage to be celebrated. Our students have worked hard to continue their
studies through the pandemic. Let’s celebrate them here at MUMC with photos of
all of our graduates from kindergarten all the way through grad school!

Sons and daughters, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews –
send a photo of your graduate by email to Carol Bayne or text it to her cell phone at
414-491-1430. Don’t forget to include your graduate’s name and the school from
which they are graduating. The deadline for submitting photos is Tuesday,
June 8. The photos will be shared during Sunday Worship on June 13.

. . . and Honoring Our Dads
As they raised us, taught us about life, and guided our feet toward the right paths,
they left their mark on our lives in many ways. To honor our fathers and the father
figures in our lives on Father’s Day, we ask you to complete this phrase: “What I
appreciate most about my father is…” We will feature your words of appreciation
along with favorite photos of them in a slide show during our virtual service on
Father's Day, June 20. If you sent us a photo of your Dad last year, all we will need
are your words of appreciation—we’ll do the rest!

Please send your words of appreciation and photo of your father/father figure to
Carol Bayne by email or text them to her cell phone at 414-491-1430. The
deadline for submission is Tuesday, June 15. Please include your name and
your father's name.

Audio Video Tech Wanted
MUMC is looking for an individual to lead our tech team (volunteers) in preparing
and presenting audio and visual content for church services that are conducted in-
person and livestreamed. Approximate total hours per week is 12 to 16 hours. This
role is non-exempt, paid hourly.
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The individual will be responsible for preparing content for the presentation of
church services for in-person and virtual services, for operating the audio and
visual equipment during services and managing the livestream event. Creating
announcement/presentation video loops to be displayed on church monitors and
preparing content and videos for the MUMC website would also be part of the job
description.

The individual should have experience with vMix software (or equivalent), the
platform for the church’s livestreaming broadcasts; experience with editing and
presentation software used in our current creation process (for example:
PowerPoint, Photoshop, Adobe Premiere or Final Cut Pro). They need to have the
ability to troubleshoot technical issues on the fly. This person needs great
interpersonal skills to enable collaboration with church members and volunteers in
preparing for services, as well as a high level of attention to detail and consistency
in process and content.

A full job description and list of duties can be found on the MUMC website. Email
resumes to: office@mequonumc.org. Call Rick Gattoni at 262-242-1079 for more
information.

Announcements
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, our MUMC family,
for all the support you have given our music ministry over these many years. We
have provided music in the forms of Sanctuary Choir, Men’s Choir, Women’s Choir,
MUMC Orchestra, and with Ellen Shuler’s help, Youth Choirs and Children’s
Choirs. And of course, we have had the golden fingers and spirit of Elna Hickson
supporting us. We have also provided many solo and ensemble opportunities for
our own church members, as well as for others outside our church family. So, thank
you to all of you who have contributed to our vital music-making at MUMC. It is our
hope that the music at MUMC will continue to prosper and grow.

Fondly,
Michelle and Rick Hynson

Weekly Upper Room Devotional Begins Tuesday, June 1! As Lunch
Bunch takes its Summer hiatus, Pastor Sue begins a weekly devotional based on
the Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide. This Summer Study will take place on
Zoom each Tuesday from 11 am to noon, beginning June 1. If you wish to
participate, please email Pastor Sue so she can send you a Zoom invitation.

We celebrate the return of live music for congregational singing on June 6
during Sunday worship! Elna Hickson’s prelude and postlude and all hymns will be
live for the first time since the pandemic began! Join us!

Sue Solverson wants to let everyone know that the walking program will
begin on July 11 at 4 pm. Stay tuned for more information as the location has yet to
be determined.

Nancy Gruner wants to thank everyone at MUMC who has provided her
with rides and meals, sent cards and letters, visited her, and prayed for her. Thank
you very much.

The Interfaith Caregivers of Ozaukee County, one of MUMC's outreach



ministries, is soliciting for volunteers to help local senior citizens:

Drive a senior to their doctor appointment or grocery shopping
Call or visit with a senior to help them feel connected and less isolated
Visit with a senior and provide respite to their caregiver

There are no minimum required volunteer hours.
Volunteer on your schedule when it works for you.

For more information, call 262-376-5362 or email: info@interfaithozaukee.org.

Summer Youth Retreat is On! Lake Lucerne Camp is hosting the Summer
Youth Retreat this July 23-25, 2021. Summer Youth Retreat is a chance for
middle/high school youth and youth group leaders to connect in community at
camp. While at camp they will be enjoying summer activities such as swimming,
rock wall climbing, ziplining, outdoor games, camp-style worship, faith exploration,
and so much more.

Questions? Reach out to Jess at jshaker@wisconsinumc.org or call 920-293-4488.
If you would like a registration packet for the Summer Youth Retreat, please
contact the MUMC church office, and we’ll provide you with a link so you may
download the forms.

A Big Thanks to our Earth Day Clean-up Crew! MUMC had a small but
mighty crew for our Earth Day Road Clean-up on April 25. Many thanks to all who
helped: Wendy Porterfield, Devin Curran, Linda Mordy, Susan Caldwell, and Kathy
Morgan. Together they collected eight large bags of trash along our MUMC
designated route. Thank you!

Outreach Ministries
Featuring Midwest Mission Distribution Center

Each month, Mission Outreach will share with you information about the
organizations that we support financially and with "boots on the ground," or directed
activities. This month, we are pleased to feature the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center, one of eight UMCOR cooperating depots in the United States
that also collaborates with other nonprofits including Food for the Poor,
International Health and Development Network, Project C.U.R.E., and US Southern
Command.

The Midwest Mission Distribution Center's expansive campus is located in Pawnee,
Illinois, and includes warehouse space and a volunteer dormitory. The organization
was established in 2000 to facilitate the distribution of education, health,
microbusiness, and disaster relief supplies, nationally and internationally. The
Mequon United Methodist Church began its support of the Midwest Mission in 2018
with the Martin Luther King Youth Day of Service, assembling hundreds of hygiene
kits for disaster relief efforts. In 2021, we contributed $500 from the Mission
Outreach Auction proceeds to support their mission of "bringing the hearts and
hands of God's people together to transform resources into humanitarian relief."
For every $1 donated in 2020, $9.74 in supplies were sent out to support those in
need—a total of 294 domestic and 25 international shipments serving over 1.6
million people. It's an amazing investment in Making God's Love Real!

This year, we are very pleased to join Bethany Methodist Church in Green Bay as a



Permanent Collection Site for the Midwest Mission Distribution Center in
Wisconsin. A trailer will be stored in our parking lot and will be used for two major
collections of specific items each year. In addition, we will be collecting items used
for disaster relief and humanitarian efforts on an as-needed basis and take turns
transporting them to Illinois. We anticipate using the trailer as a visual reminder of
the Mission Outreach commitment to serving those in need with basic food, shelter,
clothing, care, and advocacy, throughout the year. On collection dates, donors may
drive into the lot, pop their trunk in front of the trailer, and exit, viewing the
Community Garden, Marsh Meadow, and Children's Education Center on the way.

Please see the Impact Report 2020 below. Learn more about the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center at http://www.midwestmission.org.

http://www.midwestmission.org./


Upcoming Events for Children's Ministry
Children's Ministry has some exciting adventures coming up.



Mark your calendars!

On Sunday, June 6 we will meet at Virmond Park at 2 pm to let our love for God
SOAR as we fly kites! Everyone is welcome. Bring a kite and join us! The address
is 10606 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon.

On Saturday, June 19 we will be meeting at the baseball fields in Rotary Park in
Mequon to continue our Adventures in God's Great Outdoors. We will be visiting
the goats in Pukaite Woods. Learn how all of God's creatures work together. The
Rotary Park address is 4100 Highland Road, Mequon.

Vacation Bible School is coming up fast, from Monday, August 2 through Friday,
August 6, 9 am – noon. Invite your neighbors, friends, and relatives. Join us for the
most joyous week of the summer!

There are many ways that you can help grow the children's love for Jesus. If you
are not able to help in person, please consider a donation to VBS. It costs about
$35 per child attending. Your support makes it possible to enrich the children's faith
journey.

For more information on any of the events or to register, please email Gayle Meyer
or contact her by cell or text at 414-840-2141.

Shawl Ministry Update
New to the Shawl Ministry: baby blankets! Marie
Widder has acquired new project materials for the
MUMC Shawl Ministry: 24 knitting kits that include
the yarn for a baby blanket and a matching plush
toy.

This exciting ministry, which started with a handful
of MUMC knitters creating prayer shawls, has now
expanded to include scarves, hats, and mittens for
multiple MUMC Mission Outreach programs, and
benefits from the talents of dozens of knitters from
MUMC and Newcastle Place. With the addition of
the baby blankets, the Shawl Ministry will now
provide warmth and comfort for the tiniest among us!

Kits are available now in the narthex. (The church is open Monday-Thursday, 9 am
-1 pm.) After you have completed your project, you can place it in the box provided
in the office. Thank you for contributing your time and talent to this important
ministry!

MUMC's COVID-19 Policy Updated
Since the inception of the COVID-19 pandemic, MUMC has followed Center for
Disease Control guidelines for safe practices, limiting in-person contact, requiring
screening for COVID-19 symptoms, requiring use of face masks, and more. Now,
new COVID-19 cases are declining rapidly and the CDC has lifted restrictions on
gathering indoors and outdoors and the use of masks. MUMC also recognizes
everyone over 12 years old has now had an opportunity to be vaccinated, and we
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know most MUMC members have been vaccinated, though we continue to have
collective responsibility to protect the most vulnerable among us.

Given all of those considerations, MUMC will no longer require COVID-19
screening or wearing of face masks upon entering the church for worship. We will
continue to encourage use of face masks for anyone whose health may be
compromised or who feels safer wearing a mask. MUMC will continue to
encourage social distancing with seating spread throughout the sanctuary, and will
promote greater air circulation by opening windows and turning on ceiling fans.

While pre-registration to attend in-person worship will no longer be an absolute
requirement, we encourage people who wish to attend in-person worship to pre-
register weekly by Saturday so that we are able to monitor and prepare for
distanced seating needs.

We look forward to seeing more and more of our church family on Sundays. Come
and rejoice!

Making God's Love Real
Through Apportionments

Dear MUMC Family,

We have all missed seeing one another and being together in worship at Mequon
United Methodist Church during the past year of the pandemic. We also missed
having opportunities to be active in person in ministry with each other. Yet many
people in our community, in Wisconsin, throughout the region, and in our country
have not remained as safe or fared as well as we have.

Many desperately need the ministries of our United Methodist Church, and we can
assure that those people in distress get help to sustain them through our church
apportionments, through sharing our own good fortunes.

The first step in appreciating apportionments and the ministry they make possible
is a fundamental attitude adjustment. Apportionments provide:

Compassion, Justice, Mercy, Accountability, and Hope.

Apportionments are not a "church tax" nor are they a form of "membership dues" or
a "disciplinary obligation." They are a gift and an opportunity. They are the means
by which even the smallest church may magnify and increase its ministry potential,
and the largest churches may multiply the blessings and impact they provide.

Each dollar given to fund the apportionments of the United Methodist Church
undergoes the miracle of the loaves and fishes--they multiply to serve and satisfy
those who hunger and are in need around the world. Apportionments are
investments in building the realm of God and spreading the good news of Jesus
Christ. Lives are changed, faith is shared, and hope is raised. By our giving, we
participate in the saving of lives as well as souls.

We ask that you prayerfully consider responding to this year's apportionment
appeal with suggested gifts of $150 per person or $500 per family. We know this is
not possible for everyone. Some will be able to give more and that extra will be a
gift on behalf of those who cannot. Please donate online under member



apportionments or send a check to the church indicating 2021 Apportionment
appeal.

In God's Abundant Grace and Love,

Your Finance Team:
Pastor Sue
Mike Debbink
Karen Huffman
Glen Van Fossen
Connie Pukaite
Rick Gattoni
Joel Huffman
Kay Schroeder

From the Wisconsin UM Foundation
Celebrate: Light at the End of the Tunnel

June 2021

Psalms 118:24 “This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in
it.”

Where and when do you stop and celebrate? How do you “rejoice and be glad” in
the day the “Lord has made?” Today I stop to rejoice in the rain that is coming
down, that we very much need. I celebrate the sun from this weekend that brought
so many smiles. I rejoice in all of our churches who have done and are continuing
to do ministry despite the difficulties of the times. I celebrate the faithfulness of our
congregations to continue to give of their time, talents, and treasures.

How are you celebrating God’s continued blessings in your lives? What is your
response going to be? How are you going to give to others because God has given
to you? We are so blessed. So, we are called to be a blessing to others. Volunteer
in ways you feel comfortable. Attend church, in whatever format you wish. Donate
to your church, other nonprofits, and causes close to your heart. Pray. Always
Pray. Celebrate! Because “This is the day that the Lord has made.”

Rev. Krystal Goodger, Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation

From the Wisconsin Conference
Editor's note: Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Cabinet in our Wisconsin Conference has posted daily
devotions, called Reflections, that are worthwhile reading. Each one is well written and thought provoking;
many, like the two below, are exceptionally so.

Reflection for May 1, 2021 By Dan Dick
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of
the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. (Acts 10:45 NIV)

Even on the Gentiles… Today we don’t really understand the context of biblical
authors writing about Gentiles. It would be easy to simply see them as non-Jews,
those outside the circle of God’s chosen people, but this is inaccurate. For Jewish
people, in the time of the early Christian movement, Gentiles were despised,



reviled, distrusted, and hated. Gentiles engaged in outrageous and immoral acts.
Gentiles were oppressors and violent aggressors. Gentiles were enemies,
opponents, the conquering opposition. Jews worked very hard to steer clear of
Gentiles, holding fast to the belief that they were superior to Gentiles in every
important way. What must the Jewish people have felt when they saw God’s grace
and Spirit manifest in their Gentile adversaries?

Why do we as human beings continuously look for ways and reasons to disdain
and reject other people? It seems grounded in our very DNA to establish mores
and methods to differentiate who is acceptable from who is not. Who is good and
who is evil? Who is the saint and who is the sinner? Who is superior and who is
inferior? How do we keep those people away from our community? It is perhaps an
innate survival tendency to put up walls and barriers that protect us from them, but
Jesus and the will of God explode those barriers and break down those walls –
God loves us all equally.

Some people find this idea challenging and even threatening or reprehensible. How
is it possible that God could love those whom we have deemed unacceptable? The
simple answer is this: God loves all us sinners and God could care less about the
immaterial reasons and excuses we come up with to tear ourselves apart. God’s
love is greater than our divisions. God’s grace smothers our contempts and
disrespects. God’s will is for all people to be joined together in one blessed
fellowship and beloved community of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). We may
not be able to tolerate one another, but God isn’t influenced by our limitations and
inadequacies.

This is why we have been given the gift of the church: to learn to love others as
God loves us. In the Christian community, we are called to love the Lord with all
our heart, soul, mind, and spirit, and to love our neighbor as we love ourselves.
Jesus summarized all of the Law and Prophecy from Jewish history into this simple
commandment. Love. How hard can it be?

Only as hard as we make it. We can give our energy to finding ways to dislike,
disrespect, judge, and condemn others or we can give ourselves over to God. If we
give ourselves to God, God will fill us with the Holy Spirit. And in the grace of God’s
Holy Spirit we will learn true love, even love for the Gentiles!
Prayer: Teach us, O Lord, that your name is Love. Possess us with your Holy Spirit
that in all that we say and all that we think and all that we do, your divine love is
manifest. We ask this humbly yet sincerely in Jesus’ sacred name. Amen.

Reflection for May 9, 2021 by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung
While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in
white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ (Acts 1:10-11)

“Why do you stand looking up towards heaven?” I love this part of the story of the
ascension of Jesus. Jesus leaves the disciples, is taken into heaven, and the
disciples stand watching, looking at the empty sky. Two men in white robes – the
same perhaps from Jesus’ tomb? – view this spectacle and essentially remark,
“Don’t just stand there gawking – do something!”



It is fine for us to anxiously await the return of Jesus Christ and the arrival of a new
heaven and a new earth, but in the meantime, we need to do something. Following
the words of the author of the Epistle of James, we need to be doers of the Word
and not hearers only.

But what should we do? Well, feed the hungry and clothe the naked come to mind.
Welcome the stranger. Visit the sick and imprisoned. Show mercy and
compassion. Make peace and act with justice. Forgive enemies and extend grace
to all people. Give generously of our resources and share from our abundance. Be
kind and gentle and patient. Exercise solid self-control, and do all in your power to
bring joy into the lives of other people. Don’t gossip or insult or accuse. Don’t judge
or condemn. Don’t be prejudiced and think more highly of yourself than you ought
to. Be humble, authentic, and honest. Act with integrity and avoid hypocrisy. Work
to unite and create harmony and goodwill. Have fun and laugh and stay positive.
There, this is a short list that could take us a lifetime to fulfill.

We very easily recite the Great Commandment – to love God with all our heart,
soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbors as we love ourselves – but how
well do we engage in the exercises and opportunities to practice it? When we give
our time and energy to doing all the good we can, we leave ourselves no time or
space to do harm. It is not enough for us to stare up into heaven asking, “How long,
how long, O Lord?” when there is so very much good that needs to be done, right
here, right now.

This week, reflect on these words from the Apostle Paul to the church at Colossae:
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone
has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Colossians 3:12-17)

Prayer: Active and eternally creating God, do not let us waste our time and gifts in
complacency and passive expectation. Instead, fill us to overflowing and inspire us
to share all the good we can with all the people we can in all the places we can
wherever we can. We ask in the name of the Christ Jesus. Amen.



Deadline for SPIRE copy: the 25th of the month prior to publication's edition. Send copy
to news@mequonumc.org to be included in the monthly SPIRE or the weekly Sunday
bulletins.

Disclaimer: Editor reserves the right to edit content.
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